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Good News from 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ 5Ŝǎƪ 

September has always been one of my favorite months.  Despite 

enjoying the carefree nature of summer during my early years, I always 

looked forward to returning to school in September.  I anticipated what 

a new year would bring with new teachers, new school clothes, new 

knowledge to learn, and new friends to make.  I looked forward to 

September because it was a month of change and newness.  Once I 

graduated from college and entered the great big career world, my 

relationship with September changed.  The projects I worked on had 

their own timetables and deadlines.   There was no more "summer 

vacation" to build the anticipation for September.  To be honest, I 

missed that sense of anticipation. 

Now as a pastor, September once again is a time of newness and re-

creation.  I enjoy the slower pace of the summer but still I'm always 

looking forward to September for the start of a new program year.  And 

this year, more than most, I've been anticipating September as we have 

a great sense of change and newness rooted in old-time tradition.  I 

invite you to get excited about church again.  If you haven't been around 

for a while, come again to see what God is doing here at Faith United 

Parish.  If you have friends you've always thought about inviting, why 

not invite them this program year to what God has in store for them and 

us here together.  I've been thinking about the ministry of the church in 

terms of four critical words:  worship, grow, serve, nurture.   (continued) 

Faith United  
Focused on 
   spiritual  growth, fellowship, and human need 
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CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ 5Ŝǎƪ (continued) 

 

This has become my mantra as I pray and discern with our leaders the 

direction God is taking our church.  I'd like to highlight some of the 

exciting ministry opportunities along those lines: 

Worship 

Beginning on Rally Day we'll be starting a new adventure in worship at 

10:00 AM in our Parish Hall.  All summer we've been working on 

improvements to make the room more worshipful and 

functional.  We've installed projectors to allow us to project lyrics to 

songs, sermon points, video clips, and announcements.  We're still in 

the process of sprucing up the room with gleaming refinished floors, 

fresh paint, and new window treatments.  It will be exciting to be closer 

together in worship as we create a worship service that is deeply rooted 

in tradition but speaks to a wide variety of generations.  I invite you to 

come and join us for worship at 10:00 AM each Sunday. 

Grow 

The Christian tradition has always emphasized the need to grow in our 

faith and discipleship.  This year we'll be enhancing our Sunday school 

by moving the time to 9:00 AM.  Our children will have more time to 

learn scripture, our Christian tradition, and grow in discipleship.  We've 

also outgrown our two Sunday school classes.  So we'll be adding 

another one specifically for tweens (somewhere between 4th and 7th 

grade) to address issues and topics relevant to that age 

group.  However, our growth in faith doesn't end after we graduate high 

school.  I'd like to challenge the adults of the church to create a 

meaningful Sunday school experience for adults.  There are some great 

curricula and video series out there.  I invite everyone to come and learn 

during Sunday school at 9:00 AM each Sunday.   
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CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ 5Ŝǎƪ (continued) 

Serve    

My understanding of Christ's ministry is deeply rooted in service to 

others, especially people who are hungry, lacking sufficient housing or 

clothing, or who are lonely and cast out by society.  Our youth mission 

trip to Sneedville, Tennessee was just a beginning on our reengagement 

with direct, active ministry of service to the world.  Along with the other 

Together In Ministry churches, we'll be partnering with the 

Montachusett Interfaith Hospitality Network to serve families in need of 

shelter and support.  On Sunday, September 21st, we'll be volunteering 

on a Habitat build day in Ashburnham.  These are not only opportunities 

to make the world a better place but also opportunities to understand 

at a deeper level what it is to be a disciple of Jesus Christ.  I invite you to 

take part in these and other opportunities for ministries of service. 

Nurture 

In order to sustain ourselves in our lives as people of faith we need to 

nurture one another.  Our diaconate does a fantastic job of ensuring 

that those who need our prayers and support in the church receive that 

nurture.  We've added booklets about a variety of topics to the table in 

the hallway to better help the congregation and guests during times of 

crisis or change.  As always, please let the diaconate know of any needs 

for nurture and support in the congregation.  I invite us each to continue 

to nurture and support one another during times of joy and times of 

sorrow. 

 

I'm excited about this year and ready to see what God has in store for 

the faith community of Faith United Parish this year.  I hope you're 

excited too! 

Lƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ 

Justin 
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         Sunday school moves to 9:00 a.m. on September 14th! 

 
I Live BIG 
Our children from preschool through 7th grade will continue to use the 
Live BIG curriculum.  The theme for September is:  "The Beginning of the 
Story."  The classes will learn the earliest stories from our Hebrew 
scriptures.  Our elementary children (kindergarten through 3rd grade) 
will be following along with the group at The Station as they explore 
their faith through life's experiences, scripture, and song.  Our tween 
children (4th - 7th grade) will meet the young people at the Common 
Ground Cafe who encounter their faith in Jesus as they see the biblical 
stories in their own lives. 

Claim the Life 
Our youth (grade 8 - 12) continue to develop their faith through the 
Claim the Life curriculum. This semester the youth class will be relating 
the Hebrew scriptures to their faith journey.  

Junior Church 
Our children, fourth grade and younger, will be leaving the worship 
service after the children's message to go to Junior Church.  There they 
will learn about and experience worship in a way that is appropriate for 
their age.  They'll learn why we do what we do in worship and learn to 
actively participate.  Junior church will be led by adult volunteers and 
youth volunteers. 

 
Needed Junior Church volunteers!  No experience necessary!  Just a love 
for children.  Curriculum and supplies will be provided!  

  
Interested?  Come to a meeting after church on Sunday, September 7th.  

 

5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ CǳƴŘΗ  

Our young people are already off to school. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS 
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2009 Budget 

The Finance Committee has drafted a budget for next year. The 
Committee has recommended some very difficult decisions in order to 
avoid a financial crisis. On September 21st, after coffee, the Finance 
Committee will share their proposals with you and be available for 
discussion of alternatives. The following Sunday, September 28th, the 
individual churches and the Parish will hold meetings to approve a 
budget for 2009. 

Endowments 

Our endowment funds have taken a beating during the first six months 
of 2008 and the value of our endowments fell by $100,000. Part of this 
was due to withdrawing $45,750 and transferring it to our operating 
funds. The remainder was due to stocks and mutual funds losing value 
and interest rates falling. If interest rates and the stock market stabilize, 
our current use of these funds will deplete our unrestricted endowment 
funds by the end of December 2009. To avoid this situation, our 
withdrawals from endowments must be reduced from $91,800/yr to 
approximately $20,000/yr. 

Operating Funds 

Our operating expenses are tracking well against our 2008 budget of 
$201,325. However, we are exploring ways to reduce our budge by $50-
$70K per year to avoid depleting our unrestricted endowment funds. 
Our priorities for funding are as follows: 

 1. Christian Ministry (parishioners, youth and community) 

 2. Christian Education 

 3. Safety and Health (for building users) 

FINANCE NEWS 
The Finance Committee meets the first Friday of each month at 9:30 AM.  

Chairperson: Paul Strong  Collector:  Sharon Kask.  Treasurer: Paul 

Strong.  Members:  Bob McDermott, Rich Palmer and Zeke Finch. 



Page 6 Good News from FUP September 2008 

 

  

 4. Denominational Support 

 5. Avoidance/Reduction of Building Costs (i.e., repair of roof  
  leaks to avoid damage to ceilings and walls) 

hǳǊ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀȅǊƻƭƭ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻǊ то҈ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ 
salary and heating being the two largest line items. Last winter we used 
6,400 gallons of heating oil and 2,200 therms of gas. This was a 
reduction of 2,100 gallons of heating oil due to use of the new gas 
boilers. In the four prior heating seasons, our oil usage averaged 8,525 
gallons. 

Building Capital Campaign 

The clock tower work was completed and all bills have been paid. But 
the Building Capital Campaign currently has a deficit of $30,412. 

Other Funds 

Fund for Growth:  $12,679. These funds were donated to help transform 
our parish into a growing church as determined by the Transformation 
Team. The Transformation Team decided to use these funds for 
transforming the Parish Hall into a worship center and to hire a children 
and your ministry leader. 

Memorial Fund:  $9,219. These funds are used for one-time capital 
expenditures. They have been used for an electronic keyboard for the 
sanctuary, an office copier, sound upgrades, TV and office computers. 

 

 

Reminder 
September 21, 2008 

11:30 a.m. 

2009 Budget Briefing 

September 28, 2008 

11:30 a.m. 

UMC/UCC/FUP Budget Meetings 

FINANCE NEWS (continued) 
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SAVE THE DATE! 

September 6, 2008 

 

¢ƘŜ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘƻƭŘ ŀ ά/ƘǳǊŎƘ /ƭŜŀƴ-¦Ǉ 5ŀȅέ 
on Saturday, September 6, 2008 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.   

 

Plan to come and help clean up our church. 

Please remember your gloves and bring your willing spirit! 

BUILDING COMMITTEE NEWS 
Carl  Flinkstrom, Chair; Bob McDermott; Richard Sleeper; Andrew Lipasti; 

Norman Stacy and Jesse Lupo. 
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   {ŜŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǘǊƛǇ ƻƴ Χ 

www.flickr.com/photos/jhilde/ets/72157606537410893 

ASP TRIP 

�òMaking Homes 

Warmer, Safer and 

���Œ�]���Œ�_ 

�òTransforming 
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