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Good News from 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ 5Ŝǎƪ 

"Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what 

you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than 

food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they 

neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds 

them. Are you not of more value than they? And can any of you by worrying 

add a single hour to your span of life? And why do you worry about clothing? 

Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I 

tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. But if 

God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is 

thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe youτyou of little faith? 

¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǿƻǊǊȅΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǿŜ ŜŀǘΚΩ ƻǊ Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǿŜ ŘǊƛƴƪΚΩ ƻǊ 

Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǿŜ ǿŜŀǊΚΩ CƻǊ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ DŜƴǘƛƭŜǎ ǿƘƻ ǎǘǊƛǾŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΤ ŀƴŘ 

indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But strive 

first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be 

ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ ά{ƻ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿ ǿƛƭƭ 

ōǊƛƴƎ ǿƻǊǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴΦ ¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜ ƛǎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƻŘŀȅΦϦ  Matthew 6:25-

34 (NRSV) 

Read any newspaper, turn on any television news report, go to any coffee shop 

ƻǊ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŎƻƻƭŜǊ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ƻƴŜ ǿƻǊŘΥ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΦ {ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛƭƛƴƎ 

of Lehman Brothers, the government bailouts of Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac, and 

AIG, and the fire sale purchase of Merrill Lynch by Bank of America, the 

financial sky seems to be falling. Institutions long thought to be the stable 

stalwarts of our economy are crumbling before our eyes. The game is changing 

but not without some significant losses including significant impacts to our  
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CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ 5Ŝǎƪ (continued) 

personal investments and pension funds. Every time it seems there is light 

around the corner, another institution seems to be on the brink of collapse. 

The Fed and the Treasury have proposed a $700 billion bailout of mortgage-

backed securities allowing large financial companies to better value their 

ǇƻǊǘŦƻƭƛƻǎΦ bƻǿ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ Ƴȅ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ƻǊ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ƻƴ 

these matters. Ying has her Masters of Business Administration degree. I have 

Ƴȅ aŀǎǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ 5ƛǾƛƴƛǘȅ ŘŜƎǊŜŜΦ {ƻ LΩƭƭ ǎǘƛŎƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘŀǘ L ƪƴƻǿΦ ғǎƻŀǇōƻȄҔ .ǳǘ L 

ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ ōǳǘ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IŜŀƭǘƘ LƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ό{/ILtύ ǘƘŀǘ 

was reauthorized at its current dollar amount will cause a $7 billion shortfall 

over 5 years  for states to provide the same level of insurance to children. The 

ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŀŦŦƻǊŘ Ϸт ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŀŦŜΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ 

can afford 100 times that to bail out large financial institutions. I understand 

that our financial system is complex and in a precarious position at the 

ƳƻƳŜƴǘΣ ōǳǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎƛǘ ǿŜƭƭ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ ғǎƻŀǇōƻȄҔ 

All these events create anxiety and lots of it. But we are a people who have our 

visions set on something more than just the material goods we can acquire in 

ǘƘƛǎ ƭƛŦŜΣ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǿŜΚ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǿŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǳǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘΚ ¢ƘŜ 

Tuesday morning adult study asked these questions after reading a Peter 

Gomes sermon on blessings. I was struck by the stories of several of the 

members of that class who lived through the Great Depression as children. 

Times were tough. Tougher than I could ever imagine. But somehow they got 

through it with faith in God and help from family, friends, and sometimes even 

strangers. In telling the stories of those days there was also a simple joy that a 

simpler way of living produced. Undergirding all of it was a sense of assurance 

that God would see us through once more.  

This experience with our own members who lived through the Great 

Depression mirrors my experience with the people of Appalachia for whom I 

have had the privilege of working on their homes over the years. Life is tough 

in Appalachia. No one would disagree with that. But there is also that simple 

Ƨƻȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŜǊǎŜǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ hƴŜ ǾŜǊǎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǎƻƴƎ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ 

special to me sums this up well I believe: 

(continued) 
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CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ 5Ŝǎƪ (continued) 

 ά[ƛǾƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀ ŘǊŜŀƳ ŀƛƴΩǘ Ŝŀǎȅ 

 but the closer the knit the tighter the fit 

 and the chills stay away. 

 ¸ƻǳ ǘŀƪŜ ΨŜƳ ƛƴ ǎǘǊƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǇǊƛŘŜΦ 

 You know that faith is your foundation 

 and with a whole lot of love and a warm conversation 

 ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅΦ 

 Making it strong where you belong 

 ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ 

 ǎƳƛƭŜΩǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳŀƴΦ 

 5ŀŘŘȅΩǎ Ǝƻƴƴŀ ōǳȅ ȅƻǳ ŀ ŘǊŜŀƳ ǘƻ ŎƭƛƴƎ ǘƻΣ 

 aŀƳŀΩǎ Ǝƻƴƴŀ ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ Ŏŀƴ 

 ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ ŎŀƴΦέ 

  - Living in the Love of the Common People, Paul Young 

aŀȅōŜ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŀǎǘ ǇƘǊŀǎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ DƻŘΩǎ Ǝƻƴƴŀ ƭƻǾŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ 
ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ DƻŘ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ Ŏŀƴ Χ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ DƻŘ ŎŀƴΦ WŜǎǳǎ ǊŜƳƛƴŘǎ ǳǎ ƻŦ 
DƻŘΩǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ-failing love and care in his use of the imagery of nature. As 
many of us worry about tomorrow, I believe this scripture is a strong 
antidote to all the anxiety that worrying can produce. Should we plan 
for tomorrow? Yes. But we should know that no matter what God loves 
and cares for us! Yes, even more. Together we will weather the storms 
of life, be they financial, health-ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘΣ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾƛƴƎ 
ŎŀǊŜΦ !ƴŘ ƛƴ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŦŀŎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΦ 

 

Lƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ 

Justin 
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/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ млΥлл ŀΦƳΦ 9ǾŜǊȅ {ǳƴŘŀȅ 

I am excited about my new role here at Faith United and the 
opportunity to work with our youth to help them on their spiritual 
journey.  My initial focus ƛǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ǎƳƻƻǘƘƭȅΦ  
The high school youth will be leading this Sunday worship for the 
children during the 10:00 a.m. service.  By providing the children with a 
more age-appropriate service, they will be given an opportunity to 
understand how a worship service works, learn how to use their bibles, 
memorize scripture, learn songs and more.  The Youth Leaders will use a 
hands-on object lesson every week during their sermon time, making 
each lesson fun and tangible.  Thank you to all of the adults who have 
ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘ ōƻǘƘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ¸ƻǳǘƘ DǊƻǳǇ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ 

hŎǘƻōŜǊ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ [ŜŀŘŜǊ {ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ 

10/05: Youth Leaders: Abby Locher and Alston Potts 

 Adults:   Ursula Irfan and Rebecca Irfan 

10/12: Youth Leaders: Meredith Patterson and Alex Potts 

 Adults:   Amanda Lupo and Jesse Lupo 

10/19: Youth Leaders: Ben Marasco and Abby Locher 

 Adults:   Shahnaz Gravel and Gail Boucher 

10/26: Youth Leaders: Alston Potts and Meredith Patterson 

 Adults:   Jen Potts and Warren Potts 

Youth Group, 6:00τ8:00 p.m.  Every Wednesday 

Youth Group started last Wednesday with an awesome group of 13 
youth. We shared a wonderful dinner with the Parish Council and spent 
time playing games, exploring our faith and planning the new design of 
our youth room. I feel so very blessed to work with these kids, as they 
are all filled with amazing gifts from God. As many of you may have 
heard, we are transforming our youth room this year to make it a 
comfortable space where the youth can feel at home. There will be a 
lounge area on one side of the room where we can have discussions, 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS 
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watch movies, etc. On the other side of the room, we will be creating a 
café space with tables and chairs. During the month of October, the high 
school youth will be planning their 2009 summer mission trip. We invite 
you to come spend an hour with us on Sunday, October 26 at 2:00 p.m. 
to share dessert and hear about our mission trip this past summer to 
Sneedville, TN. 

Youth Worship Band, 8:00-8:30 p.m. Every Wednesday 

Our newly formed youth worship band will be meeting every 
Wednesday after youth group. This band is for accomplished musicians 
and singers looking to use their gifts to praise God. This band will offer 
ƳǳǎƛŎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ млΥлл ŀΦƳΦ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ¸ƻǳǘƘ 
Group meetings and more. If you feel called to be part of this ministry, 
please join us each week! 

 

 

 

Thank you again for your support and  

the gift of your kids! 

If you ever need to contact me for any reason 

about this ministry, I can be reached by email: 

jen@faithunitedjparish.com 

or by calling the church. 

978.343.3307 
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.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ǊŜŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ōƻǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ 
investments and in the larger economic picture, the Finance committee 
worked diligently to create a budget for 2009 that would balance our 
need to reduce expenses while growing our ministry in Fitchburg.  That 
budget was presented to the congregation on September 21st and 
received a positive vote on September 28th.  These decisions were not 
taken lightly by anyone in the congregation.  Several were difficult but 
ǘŀƪŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΦ 

 

Significant Reductions in the 2009 Budget 

ß Eliminate the position of Office Administrator 
ß Freeze salaries of Music Director and Pastor 
ß Switch insurance providers to Church Mutual 
ß Reduce building maintenance fund 
ß Move worship to Parish Hall to reduce heating expenses 
ß Cancel photocopier maintenance contract 
ß Reduce UCC Basic Support (in line with UMC mission shares) 
ß Shift several expenses to other funds (organ and growth) 
 

The result of these reductions is a savings of $41,700  

We recognize that some of these reductions, especially the elimination 
of the Office Administrator position will require others to work harder 
ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎƘƛŦǘŜŘΦ  ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŀŘƧǳǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ƻǳǊ 
important ministry in the City of Fitchburg. 

 

Be on the lookout for Stewardship Campaign materials!  Consecration 
Sunday will be October 26th. 

FINANCE NEWS 
Chairperson: Paul Strong  Collector:  Sharon Kask.  Treasurer: Paul 

Strong.  Members:  Bob McDermott, Rich Palmer and Zeke Finch. 
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Paternity Leave 
Justin and Ying are expecting a baby in early November.  We are 
delighted for them and will keep them in our prayers during this time.  
The UMC is progressive in its policies in support of families providing 
both maternity and paternity leave paid for 8 weeks.  This will give them 
ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀǎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ  WǳǎǘƛƴΩǎ ǇŀǘŜǊƴƛǘȅ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘŀǊǘ 
on Monday, Nov. 3rd and end on Monday, Dec. 29th.  During this time, 
Rev. Dr. Wayne Kendall will preach on Sundays and be available for 
emergency pastoral care.  During his leave, Justin will not be available 
ŦƻǊ ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ ŎŀǊŜ ƻǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦ  ²ŜΩƭƭ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘŜƳ ōǳǘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ 
time and will welcome all three with open arms the first of the year! 
 
Volunteers Needed 
As part of our 2009 budget reductions we have had to make the difficult 
decision to eliminate the position of our talented and dedicated Office 
Administrator, Marianne Brodrick effective the first of the year.  
Marianne has been an awesome addition to our staff and she will be 
missed.   Much of the work Marianne has been doing will be absorbed 
by Pastor Justin.  The newsletter will require that submissions be 
electronic so that it can be easily reproduced and edited.  We will need 
some volunteers, however, to help with the assembly of the newsletter.  
If you would like to help out, please speak to Carolyn Candiello, 
Christine Meleo, Andy Lipasti, Richard Sleeper or Pastor Justin. 
 
We recognize that open communication is central to ensuring good 
relations between our staff and our congregation.  We encourage you to 
share your comments, compliments and concerns with any member of 
the committee so that we can be effective in our role.  You may contact 
Carolyn Candiello, in confidence, SPRC chair by email 
clc5133@comcast.net or by calling 978-827-9959. 

STAFF PARISH RELATIONS NEWS 
Carolyn Candiello, Chair; Andrew Lipasti,  

Christine Meleo, and Richard Sleeper. 
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 OUTREACH NEWS 
aƛǎǎƛƻƴΥ  ά²Ŝ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǇŜƴ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜέΦ  
The Outreach Committee meets the third Thursday of each month at 

2:00 PM.  Chairperson: Jean Shapland.  Members:  Pat Goguen, Shahnaz 
Gravel, Sharon Kask, Judy Miller, Ada Nurmi, Dwen Robinson. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Outreach Christmas Projects 

 

 

This year the Outreach Committee will be coordinating the gift-giving 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŦƻǊ hǳǊ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ IƻǳǎŜΦ  ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ōŜ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
twenty men and eight women residing at the house on Lunenburg 
Street.  More details will follow next month concerning what is needed 
and how to donate gifts to this charity. 

A YMCA family will also be adopted for the holiday season.  A wish list 
will be submitted and, again, more details will follow so that those 
wishing and able to help can do so. 

This year the Christmas Card Tree donations will be given to a charity of 
the donors choice.  A list of charities will be posted to chose from.  The 
Christmas Card Tree has been used as a way for parishioners to make 
donations in lieu of sending Christmas cards to their friends at Faith 
United Parish. 

Other Projects 

Faith United Parish will be providing meals and overnight supervision for 
the Montachusett Interfaith Hospitality Network the week of November 
30, 2008.  A training class will be scheduled prior to taking on the 
commitment. 

There will be a public turkey dinner at Faith United Parish 
on November 8, 2008.  A free-will offering will be taken 
and it will be decided later what charity will be the 

recipient of the offering. 
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 WORSHIP & MUSIC NEWS 
Chairperson: Dick Sleeper.  Music Director:  Horacio Castro.  Members:  
Arline Finch, Christine Meleo, Ying Chen, Ellen Guglietti, Jennifer Potts, 

Meredith Patterson, Abigail Locher and Alex Potts. 

 

 
.About World Communion 

Sunday 

ά²ƻǊƭŘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ Ŏŀƭƭǎ 

the Church to be the catholic 

ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦέ  όtŀǊΦ нспΦоΣ The 

Book of Discipline 2004) 

World Communion Sunday is the 

first Sunday of October (October 5, 

2008).  In 1940, the Federal Council 

of Churches of Christ in America 

established World-wide 

Communion Sunday as a global, 

interdenominational event.  

Prompted by the impact of World 

War II, the Methodist Church 

received an offering on this Sunday 

for the Fellowship of Suffering and 

Service.  In 1971, The United 

Methodist Church changed the 

name of the observance to World 

Communion Sunday and 

redistributed the offering to 

support the Crusade Scholarship 

Program (begun in 1944), the 

ethnic Minority Scholarship 

Program and the Division of 

Chaplains and Related Ministries.  

In 1980, Chaplains and Related 

Ministries was moved to World 

Service funding, but the World 

Communion Sunday offering 

continued to assist racial and 

ethnic minority persons pursuing 

various avenues of ministry.  World 

Communion Sunday is a time to be 

in communion with Christians all 

over the world and to enable us to 

άǇǊŜǎǎ ƻƴ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭέ ƻŦ 

serving God in life-changing 

ministries. 
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Flowers 

Nancy Flinkstrom ƛǎ ƻǳǊ άŦƭƻǿŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƻŦ hŎǘƻōŜǊΦ  LŦ 
you know of anyone that is in need of cheer or celebration, please 

contact  Nancy. 

 ά²ƘƻΩǎ ²Ƙƻ ŀǘ C¦tέ  

 

 

 

DIACONATE NEWS 
Members: Nancy Flinkstrom (978)386-7218; Ursula Irfan (978)342-8435; 

Barbara Lindamood (978)342-0059; Anita McFadden (978)345-4511; 
Bertie Shamrell (978) 696-5828; Richard Sleeper (978)594-8281; Carol 

Maki (978) 582-6003; Rhonda Neforas (978) 343-8335 

 

Prayer Chain 

Anyone with prayer concerns, 

please call Arline Finch at (978) 

343-9271 or email the church at 

pastor@faithunitedparish.com.  

 

 

 

 

 Visitors Welcome 

Virginia Weeks 

The Highlands 

Nichols Road, 2nd Floor 

Zeke and Arline Finch have been 

members of Faith United since 

1976.  Zeke Finch was born and 

raised in Northfield, MA.  Arline 

Finch was born in Chicago, but 

raised in Arlington, MA.  They both 

went to Bates College where Zeke 

majored in Physics and Arline 

majored in Sociology.  They were 

married in June 1944.  They have 

five children; Bill, Joanne, Debra, 

David and Patty.  They also have 

nine grandchildren and two great 

grandchildren.  Zeke is one of the 

founding members of the local 

affiliation of Habitat for Humanity 

since 1987 along with the former 

Pastor Gene Davis. 
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 CHURCH NEWS & NOTES 
 

October Birthdays 
 
 1 Rebecca Irfan 
 2 Zeeshan Bhatty 
 2 Linda Ferris 
 2 Audrey Serrano 
 8 Rebecca Gauffin 
 14 Irfan Bhatty 
 14 Jordon Goguen
 19 Dwen Robinson
 19 Devin Neforas 
 20 Corrie Smith 
 21 Dorothy Lukas 
 21 Norman Stacy 
 22 Gail LeBlanc 
 22 Amelia Hough-Ross 
 23 Sharon Kask 
 25 Bob McDermott 
 26 Ruth Wiita 
 27 Bob Holforty 
 30 Adnan Bhatty 
 30 Ada Nurmi 
 30 Carol Smethurst 
 31 Mona Holforty 
 31  James Shenko, Jr. 
  
  

 

 

 

 

 

Reminder: 

Food Ingathering October 5 

Suggested donations are canned 

goods, dried fruits, peanut butter, 

tuna in water, canned meats, 

vegetables and fruits, macaroni 

and cheese, Baggies (any size), 

brown paper bags, bar soap, 

shampoo and conditioners. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Tuesday Morning Adult Study 

Each Tuesday morning starting 
September 2, 2008                       

from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.,     
the adult study group meets          

in the Parish Hall to engage in lively 
discussion of a book related to 

faithful living.  Bring your thoughts.  
All Are Welcome! 
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New England Conference 

The United Methodist Church 
Central Mass District Announces Fall Lay Speaking Courses 

Each course will meet on three consecutive Saturdays, October 25, 
November 8 and November 15 at 1:00 to 6:00 p.m. 

Fee $35.00τRegistration Deadline: October 5, 2008 

Important Reminder: A refresher course is required every three years to 
remain a Local Church Lay Speaker. To become a Certified Lay Speaker 

and serve outside your local congregation, you must take one advanced 
course and continue by taking at least one advanced course every three 

years. All Local Church and Certified Lay Speakers must submit an annual 
report of activities to their respective charge conference. 

 

Description of Courses 

Lay Speaking MinistriesτBasic Course 

The Lay Speaking Ministries Basic Course focuses on the many ways lay 
speakers are called to be in ministry through such things as preaching, 
leading, teaching, serving, proclaiming the gospel, disciple-making, 
storytelling, and growing through personal spiritual formation. The book 
introduces the stated purposes of Lay Speaking Ministries are caring, 
leading, and communicating. Completion of the Basic Course is required 
for Lay Speaker certification. 

Lay Speakers Discover Spiritual GiftsτAdvanced Course 

Lay Speakers Discover Spiritual Gifts focuses on acquiring a better 
understanding of the church and its ministry needs; learning what it 
means to be a minister; doing the work of Christ in the church and in the 
world; and being more fully equipped to lead others in exploring and 
using their spiritual gifts. 

Lay Speakers Lead Bible StudyτAdvanced Course 

This advanced course is designed to help lay speakers become versed in 
how to teach and lead Bible study. It is used in conjunction with the 
ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ .ŀǊŎƭŀȅΩǎ άLƴǘǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜέΦ 

Contact:  District Director Lay Speaking Ministries, Charles Frasier, (508) 
435-4668, chas.frasier@verizon.net, if you have any questions. 

Registration Form: http://neconference.brickriver.com/atch/
registration_form_fall_2008LSM_11_02_59_am.pdf 

 

CHURCH NEWS & NOTES (continued) 
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Neighbors In NeedτAnother World is Possible 

The Neighbors in Need offering, which we will receive on October 5, supports 

ǘƘŜ ¦//Ωǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΦ 

Two-ǘƘƛǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¦//Ωǎ WǳǎǘƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ²ƛǘƴŜǎǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ 

to fund a wide array of local and national justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, 

and direct service projects. Through UCCTakeAction.org, our national Justice 

and Witness Ministries office offers resources, news updates, and action alerts 

on a broad spectrum of justice issues.  Working with members of the UCC 

Justice and Peace Action Network (a network of thousands of UCC justice and 

peace advocates), Justice and Witness continues its strong policy advocacy 

work on issues such as the federal budget, voting rights, immigration, health 

care, hate crimes, civil liberties, and environmental justice. 

Neighbors in Need also supports our American Indian neighbors in the UCC. 

One-ǘƘƛǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ ǘƘŜ ¦//Ωǎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŦƻǊ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ LƴŘƛŀƴ 

Ministries (CAIM). Historically, forebears of the UCC established churches and 

worked with Lakota, Dakota, Mandan, Hidatsa, Arickara, and Hocak in North 

and South Dakota, Wisconsin and northern Nebraska.  

Today there are 20 UCC congregations on reservations and one urban, multi-

tribal UCC congregation in Minneapolis, Minnesota. These churches and their 

pastors are supported by CAIM. CAIM is also an invaluable resource for more 

than 1,000 individuals from dozens of other tribes and nations who are 

members of other UCC congregations in the U.S. 

Neighbors in Need helps make another world possible. It needs your support. 

Please give generously. And remember, contributions to Neighbors in Need can 

be made on-line at any time at: 

www.ucc.org/nin 
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