Good News from

Faith United

Focused on
spiritual growth, fellowship, and hun

From the Pastor’s Desk

¢t KSNBQa | Fdzyyeée GKAy3I GKFG KIFLLWISya
sharing all the great activities that happen in our churches, we too often share
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Thanksgiving, | decided | would create my list of reasons | am thankful for our
church. Despite the small annoyances or even the larger ones, | certainly have

far more to be thankful for.

Despite my love/hate relationship with our aging church building, | am so
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omnipotence and majesty, | need only walk into our sanctuary with the

beautiful Tiffany stained glass windows and the awe-inspiring rose window
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us flexibility on room setup and provides ample room for our Sunday school
classes. | am writing this sitting at my desk in a nice warm office thanks to the
efforts of Bob McDermott and others. For our church building, | am thankful.

Speaking of buildings, | must live in one of the largest parsonages in the
conference. With most of the renovations complete, | also live in a home that
is safe for our soon to be here baby, free from lead poisoning hazards. The
rooms are painted so nicely (thanks Tony Guglietti!) and the hardwood floors
gleam in the sunlight. For our parsonage, | am thankful.
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(continued)
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From the Pastor’s Desk (continued)
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buildings, | am so much more thankful for our people. As | prepare for All
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church over the years, as Calvinistic Congregational Church and First United
Methodist Church, and then as Faith United Parish. | know but a few of the
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Thanksgiving community dinner, Wednesday church, and others who have

held this church together through good times and through challenging times.

| give thanks for each of our current members and friends. For people who

take their faith seriously, even when that means disagreeing with the pastor. |
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and have a good laugh. | am thankful for you when we do see eye to eye and
you let me know. Regardless of whether we agree or disagree, | am thankful
for the warm support | feel as your pastor.

| give thanks for all the amazing ministry of our members (ministers all).

Whether that ministry is ensuring our building is safe and setup for Sunday
worship, serving communion, teaching our children and youth, providing
FIEAOGOKTdzZ Aa0SéFNRAKALI 2F 2dzNJ FAYF y O
our ministry, or one of the many other forms of ministry present at Faith
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of her life for a long time. Though we did just fine thanks in large part to our

strong mothers, we are thankful for the blessing of beginning with this time to

be a family, mother, father, and child.

What are you thankful for about our church this year?
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS

The Sunday school has been meeting from 9:00 to 9:45 a.m. every

Sunday. We are up to three classrooms: pre-kindergarten through
second grade, third grade through fifth grade, and middle and high
school.

We are very fortunate to have some wonderful new teachers. Amanda
Lupo, Shahnaz Gravel and Rebecca Irfan are rotating teaching in the pre-
kindergarten through second grade class. Jen Potts is teaching with
Sherri Cormier this year in the middle and high school class. Jean
Suomala and Jill Palmer have returned and are team teaching the third,
fourth and fifth graders.

We are asking parents to please have your children to Sunday school on
time so we can begin promptly at 9:00 a.m. The third, fourth and fifth
graders are asked to bring their bibles with them each week.

The younger two classrooms have been studying from the Old
Testament. In September we spent the month looking at the beginning
including Noah, Adam and Eve, and the Tower of Babel. October was on
The Stories of Kings as we focused on David, Solomon, Josiah and the
King of Kings Jesus.

Here is a trivia question for you.

Do you know how old Josiah was when he became King?

(See Page 4 for answer)

Plans are underway for our Christmas Pageant on December 21 under
the direction of Jen Potts.

Children’s Church, 10:00 a.m. Every Sunday
Youth Group, 6:00—8:00 p.m. Every Wednesday

Youth Worship Band, 8:00-8:30 p.m. Every Wednesday
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS (coNTINUED)

November Children’s Church Leader Schedule

November 2:

November 9:

November 16:

November 23:

November 30:

Rhonda Neforas
Jill Palmer
Ursual Irfan
Rebecca Irfan
Amanda Lupo
Jesse Lupo
Shahnaz Gravel
Gail Boucher
Jen Potts
Warren Potts

An

Thought for the Day

Happy moments, praise God.
Difficult moments, seek God.

Quiet moments, worship God.
Painful moments, trust God.
Every moment, thank God.

on.

Trivia Answer: Josiah was 8 years old when he became King.
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OUTREACH NEWS
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The Outreach Committee meets the third Thursday of each month at
2:00 PM. Chairperson: Jean Shapland. Members: Pat Goguen, Shal
Gravel, Sharon Kask, Judy Miller, Ada Nurmi, Dwen Robinson.

Outreach Christmas Projects

J
Due December 14, 2008: I

Clothes for Our Father’s House
{SEtSOG Fy G2N¥yIYSyilié FNRY GKS /¢
the item (flannel shirt, sweat shirt or sweater) requested. Please wrap
GKS 3IATFAE FYyR GFLIS GKS a2NYIFYSy:
See Judy Miller

Christmas Card Tree

Rather than sending Christmas cards to church members, donate to the
G/ F NR ¢NBS¢® L 2dz2NJ yIFYS gAff 068
on the card tree. The money will be donated to the following
organizations. Please pick one.
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Salvation Army

YMCA Adopt-A-Family

This year we will be giving gifts to a family. Items requested will be
available later in November.

Due December 21, 2008:
Mitten Tree Project

Mittens and hats will be given to a local elementary school after the
Christmas vacation. Items should be unwrapped.
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WORSHIP & MusIC NEWS

Chairperson: Dick Sleeper. Music Director: Horacio Castro. Membel
Christine Meleo, Ying Chen, Ellen Guglietti, Jennifer Potts, Meredith

Patterson, Abigail Locher and Alex Potts.

Thanksgiving Service

The Together in Ministry churches
will hold an ecumenical
Thanksgiving service at 3:00 p.m.
on Sunday, November 23, 2008 at
Trinity Congregational Church,
located at 125 Rollstone Street in
Fitchburg. The message will be
given by a representative of the
Montachusett Interfaith Hospitality
Network. All are welcome to
attend.

Christ the King Sunday

Christ the King Sunday celebrates
the all-embracing authority of
Christ as King and Lord of the
cosmos. Itis celebrated on the last
Sunday of the season of Pentecost
and of the church year, the Sunday
before Advent. This year it falls on
November 23, 2008.
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All Saints Day
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commemorates all saints, known
and unknown. The eve of All Saints
is know as All Hallows Eve, or
Halloween. All Saints Day is
November 1, 2008.

All Saints Day provides an
opportunity for all us to remember
that all who are in Christ, both
living and deceased, are part of the
family of God. We have much to
learn from the stories of the saints
of old. May | encourage you to also
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who have crossed your path as well
as those who have lived in your
neighborhoods or served with you
Ay  OK dz¥aDysFasua ¢
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DIACONATE NEWS
Members: Nancy Flinkstrom (978)388B18; Ursula Irfan (978)342435;

Anita McFadden (978)344511; Bertie Shamrell (978) 69628;
Richard Sleeper (978)58281; Carol Maki (978) 58283;
Rhonda Neforas (978) 386335

Prayer Chain Visitors Welcome
Anyone with prayer concerns, Virginia Weeks
please call Arline Finch at (978) The Highlands
343-9271 or email the church at Nichols Road, 2nd Floor

pastor@faithunitedparish.com.

Flowers
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you know of anyone that is in need of cheer or celebration, please
contact Bertie.

“Who’s Who at FUP”
Dwen Robinson has beenamember { KS Q& 06SSy | YSY
of Faith United Parish since 1926. years between both parishes. She
She was born in Lunenburg, but has has held clerical positions in
lived in Fitchburg all her life. Delisle and worked in the bakery.

She is the youngest of five children: She has always enjoyed church

work

Bertha, Richard, Viola and her twin
brother Dwight.

She took care of her mother at a
young age and started working
when she got out of high school.

She has always been active in the
church. She taught Sunday school

for 17 years and sang in the chaoir.
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CHURCH NEWS & NOTES

November Birthdays

3 Bryan Suomala
6 Heather Strong
8 Jean Suomala

17 Lida LeBouf

20  Judy Miller

23 Benjamin
Marasco

b4

Tuesday Morning Adult Study

Each Tuesday morning starting
from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.,
the adult study group meets
in the Parish Hall to engage in lively
discussion of a book related to
faithful living. Bring your thoughts.
All Are Welcome!
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The Birthing Center at UMass

Memorial Health Alliance
Thank you all so very much for the
beautiful hats, mittens, sweaters
and blankets.

The moms and babies are so
thankful for them also.
God bless you!

The Staff at Maternity and Labor
and Delivery at Leominster Hospital

Shriners Hospitals for

Children
Dear Faith United Parish,
Thank you for your donation.
Your generosity and thoughtfulness
will help make a difference in the
lives of the children we serve and
further our mission in providing
specialized orthopaedic care to
children at no cost. By working
together we can put the joys of
childhood into the life of every
child and help more kids defy the
odds.
With deepest gratitude,
The Board of Governors & Staff
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CHURCH NEWS & NOTES (continued)

Thank You

Dear members and friends,

We'd like to thank you all from the bottom of our hearts for the baby
shower to celebrate Little Justin. We were overwhelmed by the number
of people, the planning that went into it, and the generosity of the many
gifts. Thank you for making this new beginning special.

In Christ's Love,
Ying and Justin

Dear Friends:
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would like to thank you for your kind donation of $100.00. Your gift will
benefit our organization and the clients that we serve.

We see so many families throughout the year that continue to need the
help of friends like you. Your support will provide a wide assortment of
services for these women and their families. Thank you again for
thinking of us and the needs of the domestic violence victims that we

serve.
Sincerely,

Joanne Tulonen, Director
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CHURCH NEWS & NOTES (continued)

Turkey Dinner

( ®> 1 Let’s Talk Turkeyt Faith United Parish will host a
K turkey supper Saturday, November 8, 2008 from 5:00
p.m. to 6:00 p.m. in the dining room downstairs. The

dinner will be by freewill offering and will focus on fellowship
and providing a meal to the community at large. We need help with
tasks such as set-up, peeling potatoes, serving, washing dishes and
clean-up. We could also use donations of desserts of your choice.
Please sign up on the sheet in the fellowship hall if you are able to
help with the dinner and/or bring a dessert. Please also help spread
the word and invite a friend along!
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