Good News from
Faith United

Focused on
spiritual growth, fellowship, and hun
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It seems every year the Christmas decorations and Santa Claus visits at the

malls begin earlier and earlier. | know | think that every year, but this year |

gl a4 aK201SR (42 aSS {tyidl 4G GKS . dz
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anything, let alone a major holiday like Christmas. The first music Little Justin
ever heard were Christmas carols thanks to some nurses in the recovery room
gK2 2dzald O2dz RyQil o6l Al 2y GK2a$sS a
GdzNy GKS NIRA2 (2 GKS abFfft / KNRADG
and early November. Perhaps you feel the same pull between the waiting and
preparation of Advent with enjoying Christmas for as long as possible.

{2 6KI0Qa oNRy3a gAOK OStSoNYGAYy3 |/
after all? It seems to me we need this preparation to slow our pace to match
GKFG 2F D2RQa® b20 | LI OS GKI G NHz&a
cookies, baked, or all the meals planned. Rather it is a pace that slows to

reflect on life and reflect on the gift of a Savior. | encourage you to put off
Christmas as much as you can, celebrating instead the season of Advent. As we
pace ourselves in worship, through the Advent devotionals, and in other ways,

let us prepare our hearts and minds for this tremendous gift.

2SS FNBYQ(G LINBLI NAy3d 2dzNB St 9Sa F2NJ
seeing it as the event that forever changed the world setting power and
domination on its head. Too often we imagine the birth in terms of a beautiful
0Foex [jdAShH FyR LISFOSTFdzZ = t221Ay3
no stress, just simple peace. After having a child of our own, my notion of birth
KFa T2NBOSNI 6SSy OKFIy3aSRd b2d GKI G
FadzyR FYARAG dzy OSNIFAyGe FyR OKI2a
Ffty2ad wZnnn @SENJF3I2 6FAGAY3T F2NJ
would describe itasstresssF NS | yR LIS OSTdz @ D2RQ
a world-changing event. We need the preparation of Advent each year to

reflect on that.
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(continued)
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As we reflect on what God was really up to in taking our flesh in the
T2N)Y 2F WSadzaz L 2FFSNI Gg2 (K2dZ
about lately. First, the stunning realization of just how lopsided our

health care system really is. Ying and | have the privilege of having high-
jdz- t AGe AyadaNI yOSd ¢K2dzZaK (GKS 0
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Newborn Intensive Care Unit. Luckily, we will only pay $250 of this. But

we are lucky. Even my United Methodist colleagues on the conference
insurance would still have to pay up to $5,000 for the birth. And what

would we do if we were one of an estimated 47 million Americans

without health insurance? Would Justin have been able to receive the
specialized care of the NICU? Would we have had to make some gut-
wrenching decisions? | thank God for our quality insurance but also pray

that our country would find a way to provide high-quality medical care

at reasonable cost to all our citizens.

The second thought was raised in my mind after reading on a few
FNASYRAQ o0f23& lo2dzi GKS ! ROSyY
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cultural celebration of Christmas is far from what Jesus would have

hoped or dreamed of. Americans spend $450 billion on Christmas gifts.
¢CKIFIGdQa | f2G 2F IATFG OSNIAFAOI G
becomes clearer when they put that number together with what it

would take to ensure everyone in the world had clean drinking water.

By their estimates, it would take $10 billion to provide clean drinking

g SN ¢KIGQa 2dzad 20SNI w: 2F g
year. Amazing and depressing when 3,900 children die each day of
water-borne illnesses and 1.6 billion people lack access to clean water.

What if we spent a little less and gave a little more to this or other

Ol dzaSaK 22dzZ RyQiG GKIFIG 0SS Y2NB Ay
church? For more information on the Advent Conspiracy go to
adventconspiracy.org.

May Christ richly bless you this Advent season as you prepare to
celebrate the most amazing event that forever change the world.

Ly / KNRafl SNIAOS*Z
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TRANSFORMATIONEAMNEWS
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enthusiasm by allowing us to worship in a more contemporary style. We
certainly seem to sing better and there seems to be a certain sense of

family and closeness that has evolved from sitting so close to one

another. There is so much activity and energyT having the youth and so
many kids in church is wonderful! Many of us have heard from you that

the change has been incredibly positive and uplifting.

C2NJ 42YS3I K2gSOSNE (GKS OKtwear& KI
singing different songs and we are not in our sanctuary with our organ;

we share communion weekly by intinction and although an ancient

tradition it has not been our custom and it is sometimes noisy; we have

a hard time quieting ourselves prior to worship and have heard that

there needs to be time to center ourselves for worship. The

Transformation team is aware of both and has been listening and is

working to bridge some of the gaps. Listed below are a few of the things

we have done to try and make things more worshipful and meaningful:

R The curtains were hung on the stage to help absorb the sound in the
room.

B ¢KS 0Stf WOKAYSaQ G4KNBS (AYSa
remind us to be quiet as we enter into a spirit of worship.

R Atraditional hymn is sung at the end of the service.

R A hymn of preparation has been added to the middle of the service
to both help us prepare our hearts and mind for communion.
/| dZNNByidte ¢S INB aAy3aAy3d ahysS
the selection in coming weeks.

R Communion is more orderly as ushers direct us one row at a time to
the front of the church, starting with the back row.

R The lights on the outer sides of the room have been turned off.

(continued)
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For those of you who have shared your thoughts with us we thank you

for your candor, prayers and faith. We hope that these changes have

made a positive difference. We recognize that it is important that while

we transform anew we respect and honor traditions that have deep

meaning to many of us. We ask that you continue to lovingly share your

thoughts and ideas with any member of the transformation teamt we

want to hear from you.

Some have asked if the sanctuary would be available for a wedding or a
funeral. Simply, it can. It will just required in the winter months
FRSljdzr &S GAYS G2 agl N¥Yé AlG &l FSt
Please note that on December 21 and Christmas Eve we will be

worshiping in the sanctuary. We hope you invite friends and family to
join us for these special services.

Finally, we ask that you continue to pray for our church and for our
ministry. We must continue to work together and be patient with one
another through our transformation. | believe it is what Jesus would
want.

Listed below are the members of the Transformation Team.

Carolyn Candiello; Sherri Cormier; Carl and Nancy Flinkstrom; Shahnaz
Gravel; Sharon Kask; Andrew Lipasti; Christine Meleo; Judy Miller; Ellen
and Tony Guglietti; Jennifer Potts; Richard Sleeper; Paul Strong; Zeke
Finch and Pastor Justin Hildebrandt.
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OUTREACIMEWS
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The Outreach Committee meets the third Thursday of each month at
2:00 PM. Chairperson: Jean Shapland. Members: Pat Goguen, Shal
Gravel, Sharon Kask, Judy Miller, Ada Nurmi, Dwen Robinson.

Thank You for a Successful Turkey Supper!

Thank you to everyone that helped to make the turkey supper a huge
success. Special thanks to everyone that donated food, baked our
delicious desserts and to our cooks, Jesse and Amanda Lupo, Clark
Patterson and Paul Marasco for being in charge of the kitchen all day.
¢tKS S@SyAy3a ¢g2ddZ R y20 KI @S 0SSy
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thanks to the clean up crew. All had a good time.

)

Ihe freewill offering to:ca[ed S},1A03.00. The net proceeds wjll be sharedv
Sljdz t té& 060SU6SSYy W2SQa YARa FyR I
Thank you again for your generosity and support.

Montachusett Interfaith Hospitality Network
¢23SGKSNI AY aAyAadNBQa FTANRG 6S¢
Interfaith Hospitality Network) will be the first week in December.

Coverage for the week beginning November 30 to December 7, 2008
will be as follows:

Sunday, November 30: Faith United Parish
Monday, December 1: Trinity Congregational
Tuesday, December 2: Faith United Parish
Wednesday, December 3: Faith United Parish
Thursday, December 4: Rollstone Congregational
Friday, December 5: First Baptist
Saturday, December 6: Faith United Parish
Sunday, December 7: (7 a.m.-5 p.m.) First Baptist

Thank you to all of the volunteers that will spend time at the facility and
also to everyone that is supplying the suppers.
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REPORDFTHEMA CGNE UCC ANUALMEETING

Discernment:d/ 2YS y2g3> S dza NEhABYy ¢

The 209th Mass Conf. UCC Annual Meeting was held November 1, 2008.
There were a little over 600 in attendance at the United Congregational
Church and Crowne Plaza Hotel in Worcester, MA.

In the morning session Keynote Speaker Rev. Martin Copenhaver, during
KA&d a5AaO0SNYyYSyd FYyR GKS [/ 2y 3aNEB:
KS gl a t221Ay3 (2 aF2YSyid I NBOG:
FNRY w20SNI QA wdz Sa G2 O2y RdzO0 ¢
difficult process of discernment instead.

Copenhaver told delegates that Congregationalists have lost some of

their rich history for decision makingt clinging to the importance of
democracy while losing track of the importance of listening to the

movement of the Holy Spirit in our midst.

Gw20SNIQa wdz S&a I NB &aSNA2dzaf e T
| 2LISYKIF @SNJ &1 AR® dal 22NAG& Nz S:
community. Majority rules is what happens when we take God out of

0KS LINROS3&aodé

Copenhaver said discernment involves not trying to build a consensus

about what we think should be done, but instead seeking together to

discern what Christ would have us do. He also spoke about the

importance of making space for silence and prayer during discussion,

and of being open to the knowledge that we never know through whom

God will speak.

As the meeting progressed, the discernment process was put to task
when a difficult vote on a resolution left the body divided by just 12
votes. The delegates were struggling over some specific language in a
resolution for the development of a Massachusetts Innocence
Commission. The vote came after a packed hearing resulted in some
amendments to the language, which was followed by some passionate
debate on the floor of the Meeting.

Page 6 Good News from FUP December 2008



REPORDFTHEMA GONE UCC ANUALMEETING

(continued)

After the vote, Copenhaver immediately called for a reconsideration,
saying the Meeting had clearly not come together as one body on the
issue. Many delegates echoed his concern, saying no one wins when
there is such a close vote. Others felt the vote should stand. Eventually,
delegates agreed to reconsider their decision, and to table the
resolution until the next year.

Dick Osterberg, long-time parliamentarian of the Meeting, encouraged
everyone to feel good that they had taken baby steps in a new process

of discernment, and to not leave feeling discouraged because no
O2yaSyadza o1 & NBIFIOKSR® G, 2dz aK2c
a2YSGKAYy3AZé KS &FARO®

In the afternoon session Conference Minister and President Jim Antal

RSt AGSNBR KA& aSN¥z2y a¢KSNBQa {:
gKAES GFrf1{Ay3a (G2 I FNASYR GKIFG
individuals and protects personal points of view. These rules seek to
maintain order by assuring that it is safe to express divergent views. And
GKSY Al O02YSa GAYS F2NJ I RSOA&A:
also true that, because this approach locates conscience in the

individual, a likely outcome is that after a decisive vote, there are

winners and loser.

Antal continued telling his friend that as Christians, we believe that
GoKSNE (g2 2NJ GKNBS FINBE 3IF GKSNBI
believe that the Holy Spirit is present in our midst. Not only that, but

when two or three (or two hundred or even six hundred) are gathered

to make an important decision, figuring out the direction God is calling is
critical.

Antal said something special happens when a faith community begins to
call upon the power of the Holy Spirit. As it does so, the community
begins to deepen its understanding of what it means to be a community,
and as it strengthens its identity as a community, the Holy Spirit is
present in a more full and compelling fashion.
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REPORDFTHEMA CGNE UCC ANUALMEETING

(continued)

In other business, delegates voted to authorize the Board of Directors to
sell Warner Farm, Conference property in Western Massachusetts. The
Board intends to sell it to a UCC pastor who wishes to develop it into a
year-round retreat facility. Delegates also approved the Conference
budget and clergy compensation guidelines.

In additional to the business conducted, delegates were also able to
attend workshops and visit the marketplace. The workshops included:
Becoming a Hospitable People, Changing Course Midstream, Singing our
Lives to God, and Maturing in Faith.

On the Friday evening preceding the annual meeting, a clergy-lay leader
event was held followed by the Annual Meeting Celebration dinner.
Awards were given out including recognition of the 50-year ordinands,
the Barnes Award and the Haystack Award winners. The dinner included
a musical presentation by the Pommern Village Choir from Tanzania.

In Good Faith,

Andrew Lipasti

PASTOR GIFT COLLECTION

We are taking a collection to present a gift to both Pastor Justin and
Rev. Wayne Kendall.

The collection is due on Sunday, December 14, 2008. Please make
payments out to Faith United Parish

Thank you,
Andy
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WORSHIE: MUSIONEWS

Chairperson: Dick Sleeper. Music Director: Horacio Castro. Membel
Christine Meleo, Ying Chen, Ellen Guglietti, Jennifer Potts, Meredith
Patterson, Abigail Locher and Alex Potts.

Advent Journey

Please help yourself to an Advent
devotional booklet and/or prayer
booklet located on the table in the
entry way outside the chapel door.

G2F1S ! LJJuskdsa W2 @
variety of patterns make up a quilt,
so the activities leading up to
Christmas form a whole experience
for the Christian family. Jesus was
born in Bethlehem so that we
might have life to the full, and
thanks to our relationship with him
through baptism, our lives are filled
with opportunities to draw closer
to him and to one another. These
simple, Scripture-based devotions
by author Mark Neilsen invite
parents and children alike to
consider all the different ways
Christ is in our lives as we prepare
for Christmas.

G{ GANNXY FInthed
coming of Christ we see our
Salvation, prepared by our God to
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draw us all into his forever-
kingdom. We also see the blueprint
for all quality Christian
relationshipsT be they with family,
friend, neighbor or world.
Eollowing the Biblical themes
Eovenant, Grace, Empowerment
and Intimacy, these daily prayers
by Peter Mead based on the
writing of Rev. Roger Sonnenberg,
will bring the message of Advent
right home.

Fourth Sunday in Advent

Join us for worship in the sanctuary
on Sunday, December 21st as the
children and youth offer a
Christmas presentation.

Christmas Eve

A candlelight service will be held in
the sanctuary at 5:00 p.m. on
Christmas Eve.

C;g,
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DIACONATINEWS
Members: Nancy Flinkstrom (978)388B18; Ursula Irfan (978)342435;

Bertie Shamrell (978) 698828; Richard Sleeper (978)58281,
Carol Maki (978) 582883; Rhonda Neforas (978) 38335

Prayer Chain Visitors Welcome
Anyone with prayer concerns, Virginia Weeks
please call Arline Finch at (978) The Highlands
343-9271 or email the church at Nichols Road, 2nd Floor

pastor@faithunitedparish.com.

Flowers

UrsulalrfanA & 2 dzNJ a Ff 26 SNJ LISNAR2Y ¢ F2N
know of anyone that is in need of cheer or celebration, please contact
Ursula.

G2 K2Qa 2K2 |1 Cité€
Roz and Margaret Hussey  United since they became
members. Margaret has sung in

the choir, served on the
Diaconate and has been a

Roz was born on March 16, 1933
and Margaret on July 29, 1933.

They were married in 1954 and member of the Worship and

have been mar_rled for.54 years. Hospitality committees since they
Roz was a stationary fireman at GEjoined Faith United

for 40 years . Margaret went to
Burbank for Nursing school in 1953
They have one daughter named Ly
and three grandchildren, Cameron,
Tim and Meghan.

They have been members since
UCC and the Methodist Church
joined. Roz has served on the ,
Trustee Methodist committee as a |
chairman and as an usher for Faithis
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(HURCHNEWS& NOTES

December Birthdays ~ Tuesday Morning Adult Study

Each Tuesday morning starting
from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.,,
the adult study group meets

3 Bernard Crane
3 Olney Shepard
12 Jeffrey Goguen
13 Patricia Goguen
21  Richard Sleeper
22 Minh H. Lam
23 Bruce Weeks %
24  Arline Finch IY@MJ‘ LLr ”'m r?\\
24  Bertie Shamrell
26  Carolyn Candiello _
27  Michelle Rose Holiday Concert
Bhatty To benefit
29  Andrew Candiello
31  Andy Lipasti

in the Parish Hall to engage in lively
discussion of a book related to
faithful living. Bring your thoughts.
All Are Welcome!

Montachusett Chorale

Montachusett Interfaith
Hospitality Network

Q’?_p Sunday, December 7
s 2:00 p.m.
Tata Auditorium
City Hall
25 West Street
Leominster, MA
Faith United Parish, $15.0 Door
Thank you so much for the $12.00 Advance

generous gift of the College

Scholarship. It was so helpfull (o€ Sharon Kask)

Always, Courtney Neforas Under 18 Free

Page 11 Good News from FUP December 2008



(HURCHNEWSE& NOTE Scontinued)

From the Desk of Pastor Kendall
(Interim Pastor)
Dear Friends,
As December unfolds among us we are again thrust into the holiday
season we have known as Christmas. It can be a very busy time, but |
invite us all to slow down whenever possible and capture the true
meaning of Christmas by watching the children around us.

Remember that Christmas began with a child. Why did God not arrive as

an adult or some other form of an angelic being. The fact is that our

Creator chose an infant to reveal himself, and | believe that the reason is
because God knows we are attracted to and fascinated by the innocence
YR 228 2F OKAfRNBY® al NIAYy [ dzif
you who have a troubled heart! | bring you good tidings of great joy! If

you want to define Christ rightly, then pay heed to how the angel
RSTAYySa KAYX ylLYStex I INBFiG 22¢

When | watch the youth and children who gather each Sunday during
G2NBEKALI F2NJ 0KSANI &/ KAt RNByda ¢
presence is reflected in the form of joy within the hearts and upon the

faces of the adults who are watching them. God is blessing this church

with many beautiful children. They are indeed a wonderful reminder to

dzd 2F (GKS G3aINBFG 22@&¢ 2F [/ KNRAQ

t 2LS W2Ky tldzZ LL 2yO0OS NBYAYRSR
SPSYy |a Y2RSfa FT2N) IANB gy dzLJa ®¢  hc
dzy 12 KAY FyR aSi KAY Ay (KS YAR:
a little child, you shall not enter the kingdom of heaven. Whosoever
therefore shall humble himself as this child shall be the greatest in the

kingdom of heaven. And whoever receives one such little child in my
YIEYS NBOSA@PSa Ys$odé oalGiUKSE My VY

Because children are the joy of God in this world, they are at the center
of the Christmas message which invites us to be transformed into
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(HURCHNEWS& NOTE Scontinued)
(Pastor Kendall continued)
SELINBaarzya 2F (KS 22&d 1'a whiOKI
gives joy to the world is raised higher among humanity than anyone
pK2 O2YyIljdzZSNE GKS 62NI Rpé
Listen to a delightful three-year-2 f R 4Ay 33X a2 S HAAEAK
Christmas and a Happy New You!

Pastor Wayne

Helma Court No. 64
Ladies Oriental Shrine of North America, Inc.
Springfield, Massachusetts
Dear Friend and Supporter of the Helma Court Tab Fund:
The members of the Helma Court #64, Ladies Oriental Shrine of North
America (LOSNA) thank you for your support of our Aluminum Tab

Collection/Recycling Project. As of March 2008, over 600,000 pounds of
tabs have been collected.

The project has grown due to the efforts of so many people like you.
Your donation of tabs and/or aluminum cans and scrap metal has and
will continue to benefit the children in the Shriners Hospitals for
Children, Orthopedic and Burns Facilities.

Thank you again for your continued support of this important project.
Remember, no amount is too small when the cause is so great!

Sincerely, Ardell Zych, High Priestess, 2008-2009
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(HURCHNEWSE& NOTE Scontinued)

Thank You

\\, Thank you all for your prayers, cards, and emails after the birth of
& | Little Justin. He was born on November 6th at 8:07 a.m., weighing

‘ 6 pounds 1.8 ounces, and measuring 18.5 inches. After a few days
of specialized care in the Newborn Intensive Care Unit at Brigham and
22YSyQa F2NJ NBALIANIG2NE LINRPof Sya
doing very well. Ying and | are enjoying bonding with Justin as the newest
member of our family. We thank you for supporting my paternity leave to give
us quality time to simply be family.

Thanks,

Justin, Ying, and Little Justin

Congratulations!!

Congratulations to our Fitchburg High School students who have made
honor roll for the first quarter of the school year. Each of these
students earned special honors, the highest possible: Daruenie Andujar,
Kaylee Blackston, Meredith Patterson, and Alston Potts.

We have so much to be proud of in our wonderful youth!
Outreach Reminder

Due December 14, 2008

/I t20KSa FT2NJ hdzNJ Cl 6 KSND&
Christmas Card Tree
YMCA Adopt-A-Family
After Christmas

Mitten Tree Project
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(HURCHNEWSE& NOTE Scontinued)

! . FoeQa | dz3

We were the only family with children in the restaurant. | sat Erik in a

high chair and noticed everyone was quietly sitting and talking.

{ dZRRSyft &> 9NA] &aldzSFf SR gAGK 3Tt ¢
baby hands on the high chair tray. His eyes were crinkled in laughter

and his mouth was bared in a toothless grin, as he wriggled and giggled

with merriment.

| looked around and saw the source of his merriment. It was a man
whose pants were baggy with a zipper at half-mast and his toes poked
out of would-be shoes. His shirt was dirty and his hair was uncombed
and unwashed. His whiskers were too short to be called a beard and his
nose was so varicose it looked like a road map.

We were too far from him to smell, but | was sure he smelled. His hands
g ISR FYyR FiILIWSR 2y t22aS 4NRA
4SS @&l'x 0dzalGSNE:¢ GKS YIry &l AR
f2214 a2KIFIGdG R2 6S R2Ké¢ 9NR] O2

Everyone in the restaurant noticed and looked at us and then at the

man. The old geezer was creating a nuisance with my beautiful baby.
hdzZNJ YSIE OFYS FyR G4KS YIy o6S3ly
ya patty cake? Do you know peek-a-boo? Hey, look, he knows peek-a-
022d¢ b202Re (GK2dZAKG GKS YILy g1

My husband and | were embarrassed. We ate in silence; all except for

Erik, who was running through his repertoire for the admiring skid-row
bum, who in turn, reciprocated with his cute comments. We finally got
through the meal and headed for the door. My husband went to pay the
check and told me to meet him in the parking lot. The old many sat
L2AASR 060Si6SSy YS FyR (GKS R22NMW
KS aLSlF{1a G2 YS 2NJ 9ONAR{1=Z€é L LINI ¢
my back trying to sidestep him and avoid any air he might be breathing.

4 L RARX 9NA| tSIFYSR 20SNJ Y& I
G LIAMOYzLIE L2 aAAGAZ2Y® . ST2NB L O2dz F
himself from my arms to the man. (continued)
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(HURCHNEWSE& NOTE Scontinued)

I . FLoéQa 1 dza 602y GAydzs$SRO

Suddenly a very old smelly man and a very young baby consummated

their love and kinship. Erik in an act of total trust, love, and submission
fFAR KA&a (GAye KSIR dzLl2y (GKS YI y¢
closed, and | saw tears hover beneath his lashes. His aged hands full of
ANAYSS LIAYS YR KFENR f1F062NE ONJ
back. No two beings have ever loved so deeply for so short a time.

| stood awestruck. The old man rocked and cradled Erik in his arms and

his eyes opened and set squarely on mine. He said in a firm command-
Ay3a @2A0S3z G, 2dz GF1S OFINB 2F (K]
from a throat that contained a stone. He pried Erik from his chest, lov-

ingly and longingly, as though he were in pain. | received my baby, and
GKS Yy &4FARXI aD2R ofSaa &2dz Yl
AATUPE

| said nothing more than a muttered thanks. With Erik in my arms, | ran

for the car. My husband was wondering why | was crying and holding
O9NA]l a2 GAIKOGEEZ YR K& L gl a :
KFR 2dzaid oAGYySaaSR / KNARAGQA 20!
child who saw no sin, who made no judgment; a child who saw a soul,

and a mother who saw a suit of clothes. | was a Christian who was blind,

K2t RAy3 | OKAfR K2 gla y20do L -
AKIFNB @2dzNJ a2y F2NJ I Y2YSyidKeé g¢

¢KS NI} 3I3IASR 2fR YIys dzygAlGQGAy At &:
Ydzal 06S02YS +a tAG0ftS OKAf RNBY P¢
Sometimes, it takes a child to remind us of what is really important. We
must always remember who we are, where we came from and, most
importantly, how we feel about others. The clothes on your back or the

car that you drive or the house that you live in does not define you at

all; it is how you treat your fellow man that identifies who you are.

Submitted by Carolyn Candiello
LG Aa oSUGSNI G2 6S tA1SR FT2NI (°f
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