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Good News from 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ 5Ŝǎƪ 

It seems every year the Christmas decorations and Santa Claus visits at the 
malls begin earlier and earlier. I know I think that every year, but this year I 
ǿŀǎ ǎƘƻŎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ {ŀƴǘŀ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ǳǊƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ aŀƭƭ ŜǾŜƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜ IŀƭƭƻǿŜŜƴΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ 
ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ǘǿƻ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΦ hǳǊ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǿŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ 
anything, let alone a major holiday like Christmas. The first music Little Justin 
ever heard were Christmas carols thanks to some nurses in the recovery room 
ǿƘƻ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ƻƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎƻƴƎǎΦ L Řƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŀŘƳƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ L ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ 
ǘǳǊƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŘƛƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άŀƭƭ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜέ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƭŀǘŜ hŎǘƻōŜǊ 
and early November. Perhaps you feel the same pull between the waiting and 
preparation of Advent with enjoying Christmas for as long as possible.  

{ƻ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǿǊƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŜŀǊƭȅΚ ²Ƙȅ Řƻ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ !ŘǾŜƴǘ 
after all? It seems to me we need this preparation to slow our pace to match 
ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎΦ bƻǘ ŀ ǇŀŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǊǳǎƘŜǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ŘƻƴŜΣ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ 
cookies, baked, or all the meals planned. Rather it is a pace that slows to 
reflect on life and reflect on the gift of a Savior. I encourage you to put off 
Christmas as much as you can, celebrating instead the season of Advent. As we 
pace ourselves in worship, through the Advent devotionals, and in other ways, 
let us prepare our hearts and minds for this tremendous gift. 

²Ŝ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǊƻƳŀƴǘƛŎƛȊŜŘ ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘ ōǳǘ 
seeing it as the event that forever changed the world setting power and 
domination on its head. Too often we imagine the birth in terms of a beautiful 
ōŀōȅΣ ǉǳƛŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǇŜŀŎŜŦǳƭΣ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŀǘ aŀǊȅΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ŎǊȅƛƴƎΣ ƴƻ ǿƻǊǊȅƛƴƎΣ 
no stress, just simple peace. After having a child of our own, my notion of birth 
Ƙŀǎ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊ ōŜŜƴ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘΦ bƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀǳǘȅ ƛǎ 
ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀƳƛŘǎǘ ǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƻǎΦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ WƻǎŜǇƘ 
ŀƭƳƻǎǘ нΣллл ȅŜŀǊ ŀƎƻ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ōƻǊƴΦ .ǳǘ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ ƘŜ 
would describe it as stress-ŦǊŜŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŜŀŎŜŦǳƭΦ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƴŎŀǊƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǿŀǎ 
a world-changing event. We need the preparation of Advent each year to 
reflect on that.       

        (continued) 

Faith United  
Focused on 
   spiritual  growth, fellowship, and human need 
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CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ 5Ŝǎƪ (continued) 

As we reflect on what God was really up to in taking our flesh in the 
ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΣ L ƻŦŦŜǊ ǘǿƻ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ǘƻ ǇƻƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ 
about lately. First, the stunning realization of just how lopsided our 
health care system really is. Ying and I have the privilege of having high-
ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ōƛƭƭǎ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ŀƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴΣ ǘƘŜ 
ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƛǎ ǎǘŀƎƎŜǊƛƴƎΦ CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ϷннΣлллΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƻǊ ¸ƛƴƎΩǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ǎǘŀȅΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴϥǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊƎŜǊȅ ƻǊ WǳǎǘƛƴΩǎ ǎǘŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
Newborn Intensive Care Unit. Luckily, we will only pay $250 of this. But 
we are lucky. Even my United Methodist colleagues on the conference 
insurance would still have to pay up to $5,000 for the birth. And what 
would we do if we were one of an estimated 47 million Americans 
without health insurance? Would Justin have been able to receive the 
specialized care of the NICU? Would we have had to make some gut-
wrenching decisions? I thank God for our quality insurance but also pray 
that our country would find a way to provide high-quality medical care 
at reasonable cost to all our citizens. 

The second thought was raised in my mind after reading on a few 
ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΩ ōƭƻƎǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ !ŘǾŜƴǘ /ƻƴǎǇƛǊŀŎȅΣ ŀ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǿŀƭƪǎ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƴƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ άǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŦǳƭƭȅΣ ǎǇŜƴŘ 
ƭŜǎǎΣ ƎƛǾŜ ƳƻǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƭƭΦέ !ǎ L ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ŀōƻǾŜ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ƻǳǊ 
cultural celebration of Christmas is far from what Jesus would have 
hoped or dreamed of. Americans spend $450 billion on Christmas gifts. 
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƎƛŦǘ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǿŜŀǘŜǊǎΣ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛǘΚ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ǉƻƛƴǘ 
becomes clearer when they put that number together with what it 
would take to ensure everyone in the world had clean drinking water. 
By their estimates, it would take $10 billion to provide clean drinking 
ǿŀǘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻǾŜǊ н҈ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎ ǎǇŜƴŘ ƻƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŜŀŎƘ 
year. Amazing and depressing when 3,900 children die each day of 
water-borne illnesses and 1.6 billion people lack access to clean water. 
What if we spent a little less and gave a little more to this or other 
ŎŀǳǎŜǎΚ ²ƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΣ Ƙƛǎ 
church? For more information on the Advent Conspiracy go to 
adventconspiracy.org.  

May Christ richly bless you this Advent season as you prepare to 
celebrate the most amazing event that forever change the world. 

Lƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ 
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LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ 
άƴŜǿέ ǎǇŀŎŜΦ Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀ ǘǊŜƳŜƴŘƻǳǎ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŀƴŘ 
enthusiasm by allowing us to worship in a more contemporary style. We 
certainly seem to sing better and there seems to be a certain sense of 
family and closeness that has evolved from sitting so close to one 
another. There is so much activity and energyτhaving the youth and so 
many kids in church is wonderful! Many of us have heard from you that 
the change has been incredibly positive and uplifting. 

CƻǊ ǎƻƳŜΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ŜƳōǊŀŎŜτwe are 
singing different songs and we are not in our sanctuary with our organ; 
we share communion weekly by intinction and although an ancient 
tradition it has not been our custom and it is sometimes noisy; we have 
a hard time quieting ourselves prior to worship and have heard that 
there needs to be time to center ourselves for worship. The 
Transformation team is aware of both and has been listening and is 
working to bridge some of the gaps. Listed below are a few of the things 
we have done to try and make things more worshipful and meaningful: 

ß The curtains were hung on the stage to help absorb the sound in the 
room. 

ß ¢ƘŜ ōŜƭƭ ΨŎƘƛƳŜǎΩ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ 
remind us to be quiet as we enter into a spirit of worship. 

ß A traditional hymn is sung at the end of the service. 

ß A hymn of preparation has been added to the middle of the service 
to both help us prepare our hearts and mind for communion. 
/ǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ άhƴŜ .ǊŜŀŘ hƴŜ .ƻŘȅέ ōǳǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ 
the selection in coming weeks. 

ß Communion is more orderly as ushers direct us one row at a time to 
the front of the church, starting with the back row. 

ß The lights on the outer sides of the room have been turned off. 

        (continued) 

TRANSFORMATION TEAM NEWS 
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ß ¢ƘŜ ōŀǎƪŜǘ ŦƻǊ WƻŜΩǎ YƛŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ CǳƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άōŀŎƪέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻƳ όƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŜƴǘŜǊύΦ 

For those of you who have shared your thoughts with us we thank you 

for your candor, prayers and faith. We hope that these changes have 

made a positive difference. We recognize that it is important that while 

we transform anew we respect and honor traditions that have deep 

meaning to many of us. We ask that you continue to lovingly share your 

thoughts and ideas with any member of the transformation teamτwe 

want to hear from you. 

Some have asked if the sanctuary would be available for a wedding or a 

funeral. Simply, it can. It will just required in the winter months 

ŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ άǿŀǊƳέ ƛǘ ǎŀŦŜƭȅ ǎƻ ŀǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴΦ  

Please note that on December 21 and Christmas Eve we will be 

worshiping in the sanctuary. We hope you invite friends and family to 

join us for these special services. 

Finally, we ask that you continue to pray for our church and for our 

ministry. We must continue to work together and be patient with one 

another through our transformation. I believe it is what Jesus would 

want. 

Listed below are the members of the Transformation Team. 

 

Carolyn Candiello; Sherri Cormier; Carl and Nancy Flinkstrom; Shahnaz 

Gravel; Sharon Kask; Andrew Lipasti; Christine Meleo; Judy Miller; Ellen 

and Tony Guglietti; Jennifer Potts; Richard Sleeper; Paul Strong; Zeke 

Finch and Pastor Justin Hildebrandt. 

TRANSFORMATION TEAM NEWS (CONTINUED) 
 



Page 5 Good News from FUP December 2008 

 
 OUTREACH NEWS 
aƛǎǎƛƻƴΥ  ά²Ŝ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǇŜƴ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜέΦ  
The Outreach Committee meets the third Thursday of each month at 

2:00 PM.  Chairperson: Jean Shapland.  Members:  Pat Goguen, Shahnaz 
Gravel, Sharon Kask, Judy Miller, Ada Nurmi, Dwen Robinson. 

 

 

 
Thank You for a Successful Turkey Supper! 

Thank you to everyone that helped to make the turkey supper a huge 
success.  Special thanks to everyone that donated food, baked our 
delicious desserts and to our cooks, Jesse and Amanda Lupo, Clark 
Patterson and Paul Marasco for being in charge of the kitchen all day. 

¢ƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά²ƻǊƪŜǊ 
.ŜŜǎέΥ ǎŜǊǾŜǊǎΣ ǿŀƛǘ ǎǘŀŦŦ όǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ¸ƻǳǘƘ DǊƻǳǇ ŀƴŘ WŜƴύ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ 
thanks to the clean up crew.  All had a good time. 

The freewill offering totaled $1,103.00.  The net proceeds will be shared 
Ŝǉǳŀƭƭȅ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ WƻŜΩǎ YƛŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ CƛǘŎƘōǳǊƎ {ŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ !ǊƳȅΦ   

Thank you again for your generosity and support. 

Montachusett Interfaith Hospitality Network 

¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǿŜŜƪ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊƛƴƎ ŀǘ aLIb όaƻƴǘŀŎƘǳǎŜǘǘ 
Interfaith Hospitality Network) will be the first week in December. 

Coverage for the week beginning November 30 to December 7, 2008 
will be as follows: 

Sunday, November 30: Faith United Parish 

Monday, December 1: Trinity Congregational 

Tuesday, December 2: Faith United Parish 

Wednesday, December 3: Faith United Parish 

Thursday, December 4: Rollstone Congregational 

Friday, December 5: First Baptist 

Saturday, December 6: Faith United Parish 

Sunday, December 7: (7 a.m.-5 p.m.) First Baptist 

Thank you to all of the volunteers that will spend time at the facility and 
also to everyone that is supplying the suppers. 
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Discernment: ά/ƻƳŜ ƴƻǿΣ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊέ Isaiah 1:18 

The 209th Mass Conf. UCC Annual Meeting was held November 1, 2008. 
There were a little over 600 in attendance at the United Congregational 
Church and Crowne Plaza Hotel in Worcester, MA. 

In the morning session Keynote Speaker Rev. Martin Copenhaver, during 
Ƙƛǎ ά5ƛǎŎŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ²ŀȅέ ǎǇŜŜŎƘΣ ǘƻƭŘ ŘŜƭŜƎŀǘŜǎ 
ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ άŦƻƳŜƴǘ ŀ ǊŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴέ ōȅ ǳǊƎƛƴƎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀǿŀȅ 
ŦǊƻƳ wƻōŜǊǘΩǎ wǳƭŜǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ 
difficult process of discernment instead.  

Copenhaver told delegates that Congregationalists have lost some of 
their rich history for decision makingτclinging to the importance of 
democracy while losing track of the importance of listening to the 
movement of the Holy Spirit in our midst. 

άwƻōŜǊǘΩǎ wǳƭŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŦƭŀǿŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣέ 
/ƻǇŜƴƘŀǾŜǊ ǎŀƛŘΦ άaŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ǊǳƭŜǎ ƛǎ ƘŀǊŘƭȅ ŀ ƳƻŘŜƭ ŦƻǊ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ 
community. Majority rules is what happens when we take God out of 
ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦέ 

Copenhaver said discernment involves not trying to build a consensus 
about what we think should be done, but instead seeking together to 
discern what Christ would have us do. He also spoke about the 
importance of making space for silence and prayer during discussion, 
and of being open to the knowledge that we never know through whom 
God will speak.  

As the meeting progressed, the discernment process was put to task 
when a difficult vote on a resolution left the body divided by just 12 
votes. The delegates were struggling over some specific language in a 
resolution for the development of a Massachusetts Innocence 
Commission. The vote came after a packed hearing resulted in some 
amendments to the language, which was followed by some passionate 
debate on the floor of the Meeting. 

REPORT OF THE MA CONF. UCC ANNUAL MEETING 
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After the vote, Copenhaver immediately called for a reconsideration, 
saying the Meeting had clearly not come together as one body on the 
issue. Many delegates echoed his concern, saying no one wins when 
there is such a close vote. Others felt the vote should stand. Eventually, 
delegates agreed to reconsider their decision, and to table the 
resolution until the next year. 

Dick Osterberg, long-time parliamentarian of the Meeting, encouraged 
everyone to feel good that they had taken baby steps in a new process 
of discernment, and to not leave feeling discouraged because no 
ŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳǎ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘΦ ά¸ƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ 
ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

In the afternoon session Conference Minister and President Jim Antal 
ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǎŜǊƳƻƴ ά¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ {ƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ 9ƭǎŜ DƻƛƴƎ hƴΦέ !ƴǘŀƭ ƴƻǘŜŘ 
ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ wƻōŜǊǘΩǎ wǳƭŜǎ ƘƻƴƻǊǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ 
individuals and protects personal points of view. These rules seek to 
maintain order by assuring that it is safe to express divergent views. And 
ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴΣ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘ Ŏƻǳƴǘǎ ŜǉǳŀƭƭȅΦ LǘΩǎ 
also true that, because this approach locates conscience in the 
individual, a likely outcome is that after a decisive vote, there are 
winners and loser. 

Antal continued telling his friend that as Christians, we believe that 
άǿƘŜǊŜ ǘǿƻ ƻǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŀǊŜ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘΣέ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΦ ²Ŝ 
believe that the Holy Spirit is present in our midst. Not only that, but 
when two or three (or two hundred or even six hundred) are gathered 
to make an important decision, figuring out the direction God is calling is 
critical. 

Antal said something special happens when a faith community begins to 
call upon the power of the Holy Spirit. As it does so, the community 
begins to deepen its understanding of what it means to be a community, 
and as it strengthens its identity as a community, the Holy Spirit is 
present in a more full and compelling fashion. 

REPORT OF THE MA CONF. UCC ANNUAL MEETING 
(continued) 
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In other business, delegates voted to authorize the Board of Directors to 
sell Warner Farm, Conference property in Western Massachusetts. The 
Board intends to sell it to a UCC pastor who wishes to develop it into a 
year-round retreat facility. Delegates also approved the Conference 
budget and clergy compensation guidelines. 

In additional to the business conducted, delegates were also able to 
attend workshops and visit the marketplace. The workshops included: 
Becoming a Hospitable People, Changing Course Midstream, Singing our 
Lives to God, and Maturing in Faith.  

On the Friday evening preceding the annual meeting, a clergy-lay leader 
event was held followed by the Annual Meeting Celebration dinner. 
Awards were given out including recognition of the 50-year ordinands, 
the Barnes Award and the Haystack Award winners. The dinner included 
a musical presentation by the Pommern Village Choir from Tanzania.  

In Good Faith, 

Andrew Lipasti 

 

 

 

 

PASTOR GIFT COLLECTION 

We are taking a collection to present a gift to both Pastor Justin and 
Rev. Wayne Kendall. 

The collection is due on Sunday, December 14, 2008.  Please make 
payments out to Faith United Parish 

Thank you, 

Andy 

REPORT OF THE MA CONF. UCC ANNUAL MEETING 
(continued) 



Page 9 Good News from FUP December 2008 

 
 WORSHIP & MUSIC NEWS 
Chairperson: Dick Sleeper.  Music Director:  Horacio Castro.  Members:  

Christine Meleo, Ying Chen, Ellen Guglietti, Jennifer Potts, Meredith 
Patterson, Abigail Locher and Alex Potts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advent Journey 

Please help yourself to an Advent 

devotional booklet and/or prayer 

booklet located on the table in the 

entry way outside the chapel door. 

ά²ŀƪŜ ¦Ǉ ǘƻ Wƻȅέ -  Just as a 

variety of patterns make up a quilt, 

so the activities leading up to 

Christmas form a whole experience 

for the Christian family. Jesus was 

born in Bethlehem so that we 

might have life to the full, and 

thanks to our relationship with him 

through baptism, our lives are filled 

with opportunities to draw closer 

to him and to one another. These 

simple, Scripture-based devotions 

by author Mark Neilsen invite 

parents and children alike to 

consider all the different ways 

Christ is in our lives as we prepare 

for Christmas. 

ά{ǘƛǊǊƛƴƎ ¦Ǉ !ŘǾŜƴǘέ - In the 

coming of Christ we see our 

Salvation, prepared by our God to 

draw us all into his forever-

kingdom. We also see the blueprint 

for all quality Christian 

relationshipsτbe they with family, 

friend, neighbor or world. 

Following the Biblical themes 

Covenant, Grace, Empowerment 

and Intimacy, these daily prayers 

by Peter Mead based on the 

writing of Rev. Roger Sonnenberg, 

will bring the message of Advent 

right home. 

Fourth Sunday in Advent 

Join us for worship in the sanctuary 

on Sunday, December 21st as the 

children and youth offer a 

Christmas presentation. 

Christmas Eve 

A candlelight service will be held in 

the sanctuary at 5:00 p.m. on 

Christmas Eve. 
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Flowers 

Ursula Irfan ƛǎ ƻǳǊ άŦƭƻǿŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƻŦ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ 
know of anyone that is in need of cheer or celebration, please contact  

Ursula. 

 ά²ƘƻΩǎ ²Ƙƻ ŀǘ C¦tέ  

 

 

 

DIACONATE NEWS 
Members: Nancy Flinkstrom (978)386-7218; Ursula Irfan (978)342-8435;   

Bertie Shamrell (978) 696-5828; Richard Sleeper (978)594-8281;        
Carol Maki (978) 582-4883;  Rhonda Neforas (978) 343-8335 

 

 

Prayer Chain 

Anyone with prayer concerns, 

please call Arline Finch at (978) 

343-9271 or email the church at 

pastor@faithunitedparish.com.  

 

 

 

 

 Visitors Welcome 

Virginia Weeks 

The Highlands 

Nichols Road, 2nd Floor 

Roz and Margaret Hussey 

Roz was born on March 16, 1933 
and Margaret on July 29, 1933. 
They were married in 1954 and 
have been married for 54 years. 
Roz was a stationary fireman at GE 
for 40 years . Margaret went to 
Burbank for Nursing school in 1953. 
They have one daughter named Lyn 
and three grandchildren, Cameron, 
Tim and Meghan. 

They have been members since 
UCC and the Methodist Church 
joined. Roz has served on the 
Trustee Methodist committee as a 
chairman and as an usher for Faith 

United since they became 
members. Margaret has sung in 
the choir, served on the 
Diaconate and has been a 
member of the Worship and 
Hospitality committees since they 
joined Faith United. 
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 CHURCH NEWS & NOTES 
 

December Birthdays 
 
 3 Bernard Crane
 3 Olney Shepard 
 12  Jeffrey Goguen
 13 Patricia Goguen
 21 Richard Sleeper 
 22 Minh H. Lam
 23 Bruce Weeks
 24 Arline Finch 
 24 Bertie Shamrell 
 26 Carolyn Candiello
 27  Michelle Rose
     Bhatty 
 29 Andrew Candiello
 31  Andy Lipasti  
 
  
  
  

 

 

 

Faith United Parish, 

Thank you so much for the 
generous gift of the College 
Scholarship. It was so helpful! 

Always, Courtney Neforas 

Tuesday Morning Adult Study 

Each Tuesday morning starting 

from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.,     

the adult study group meets          

in the Parish Hall to engage in lively 

discussion of a book related to 

faithful living.  Bring your thoughts.  

All Are Welcome! 

 

Montachusett Chorale 

Holiday Concert 

To benefit 

Montachusett Interfaith 
Hospitality Network 

Sunday, December 7 

2:00 p.m. 

Tata Auditorium 

City Hall 

25 West Street 

Leominster, MA  

$15.00τDoor 

$12.00τAdvance 

(See Sharon Kask) 

Under 18τFree 
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From the Desk of Pastor Kendall 
(Interim Pastor) 

Dear Friends, 
As December unfolds among us we are again thrust into the holiday 
season we have known as Christmas. It can be a very busy time, but I 
invite us all to slow down whenever possible and capture the true 
meaning of Christmas by watching the children around us. 
 
Remember that Christmas began with a child. Why did God not arrive as 
an adult or some other form of an angelic being. The fact is that our 
Creator chose an infant to reveal himself, and I believe that the reason is 
because God knows we are attracted to and fascinated by the innocence 
ŀƴŘ Ƨƻȅ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ aŀǊǘƛƴ [ǳǘƘŜǊ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά[ƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƎŜƭΩǎ ǎƻƴƎΣ ŀƭƭ 
you who have a troubled heart! I bring you good tidings of great joy! If 
you want to define Christ rightly, then pay heed to how the angel 
ŘŜŦƛƴŜǎ ƘƛƳΣ ƴŀƳŜƭȅΣ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƧƻȅΗέ 
 
When I watch the youth and children who gather each Sunday during 
ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ά/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴϥǎ ¢ƛƳŜέ L ŀƳ ŀǿŀǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŘƛŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
presence is reflected in the form of joy within the hearts and upon the 
faces of the adults who are watching them. God is blessing this church 
with many beautiful children. They are indeed a wonderful reminder to 
ǳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άƎǊŜŀǘ Ƨƻȅέ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǳǎΦ 
 
tƻǇŜ WƻƘƴ tŀǳƭ LL ƻƴŎŜ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜŘ ǳǎΣ άLǎ ƴƻǘ WŜǎǳǎ ǇƻƛƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ 
ŜǾŜƴ ŀǎ ƳƻŘŜƭǎ ŦƻǊ ƎǊƻǿƴǳǇǎΦέ hǳǊ ƭƻǊŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ŀǎ ƘŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ 
ǳƴǘƻ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǘ ƘƛƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ά¦ƴƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀǎ 
a little child, you shall not enter the kingdom of heaven. Whosoever 
therefore shall humble himself as this child shall be the greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven. And whoever receives one such little child in my 
ƴŀƳŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜǎ ƳŜΦέ όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ муΥн-5)   
 
Because children are the joy of God in this world, they are at the center 
of the Christmas message which invites us to be transformed into  

CHURCH NEWS & NOTES (continued) 
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(Pastor Kendall continued) 

ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƧƻȅΦ !ǎ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ ²ŀƎƴŜǊ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ƻǳǘΣ ά¢ƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ 
gives joy to the world is raised higher among humanity than anyone 
ǿƘƻ ŎƻƴǉǳŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ 

Listen to a delightful three-year-ƻƭŘ ǎƛƴƎΣ ά²Ŝ ǿƛǎƘ ȅƻǳ ŀ aŜǊǊȅ 
Christmas and a Happy New You! 

Pastor Wayne 

 

 

 

Helma Court No. 64 

Ladies Oriental Shrine of North America, Inc. 

Springfield, Massachusetts 

Dear Friend and Supporter of the Helma Court Tab Fund: 

The members of the Helma Court #64, Ladies Oriental Shrine of North 

America (LOSNA) thank you for your support of our Aluminum Tab 

Collection/Recycling Project.  As of March 2008, over 600,000 pounds of 

tabs have been collected. 

The project has grown due to the efforts of so many people like you.  

Your donation of tabs and/or aluminum cans and scrap metal has and 

will continue to benefit the children in the Shriners Hospitals for 

Children, Orthopedic and Burns Facilities. 

Thank you again for your continued support of this important project.  

Remember, no amount is too small when the cause is so great! 

Sincerely, Ardell Zych, High Priestess, 2008-2009 
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                                Thank You 

Thank you all for your prayers, cards, and emails after the birth of 

Little Justin.  He was born on November 6th at 8:07 a.m., weighing 

6 pounds 1.8 ounces, and measuring 18.5 inches.  After a few days 

of specialized care in the Newborn Intensive Care Unit at Brigham and 

²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ŦƻǊ ǊŜǎǇƛǊŀǘƻǊȅ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ƛƴǎǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅΣ ƘŜΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ 

doing very well.  Ying and I are enjoying bonding with Justin as the newest 

member of our family.  We thank you for supporting my paternity leave to give 

us quality time to simply be family. 

Thanks, 

Justin, Ying, and Little Justin 

Congratulations!! 

Congratulations to our Fitchburg High School students who have made 

honor roll for the first quarter of the school year.  Each of these 

students earned special honors, the highest possible: Daruenie Andujar, 

Kaylee Blackston, Meredith Patterson, and Alston Potts. 

We have so much to be proud of in our wonderful youth! 

Outreach Reminder  

Due December 14, 2008 

/ƭƻǘƘŜǎ ŦƻǊ hǳǊ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ IƻǳǎŜ 

Christmas Card Tree 

YMCA Adopt-A-Family 

After Christmas 

Mitten Tree Project 

CHURCH NEWS & NOTES (continued) 
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! .ŀōȅΩǎ IǳƎ 

We were the only family with children in the restaurant. I sat Erik in a 
high chair and noticed everyone was quietly sitting and talking. 
{ǳŘŘŜƴƭȅΣ 9Ǌƛƪ ǎǉǳŜŀƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƎƭŜŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ άIƛΦέ IŜ ǇƻǳƴŘŜŘ Ƙƛǎ Ŧŀǘ 
baby hands on the high chair tray.  His eyes were crinkled in laughter 
and his mouth was bared in a toothless grin, as he wriggled and giggled 
with merriment. 

I looked around and saw the source of his merriment. It was a man 
whose pants were baggy with a zipper at half-mast and his toes poked 
out of would-be shoes. His shirt was dirty and his hair was uncombed 
and unwashed. His whiskers were too short to be called a beard and his 
nose was so varicose  it looked like a road map.  

We were too far from him to smell, but I was sure he smelled. His hands 
ǿŀǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŦƭŀǇǇŜŘ ƻƴ ƭƻƻǎŜ ǿǊƛǎǘǎΦ άIƛ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ōŀōȅΤ Ƙƛ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ōƛƎ ōƻȅΦ L 
ǎŜŜ ȅŀΣ ōǳǎǘŜǊΣέ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ 9ǊƛƪΦ aȅ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ L ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ 
ƭƻƻƪǎΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ǿŜ ŘƻΚέ 9Ǌƛƪ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ƭŀǳƎƘ ŀƴŘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊΣ άIƛΦέ 

Everyone in the restaurant noticed and looked at us and then at the 
man. The old geezer was creating a nuisance with my beautiful baby. 
hǳǊ ƳŜŀƭ ŎŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ōŜƎŀƴ ǎƘƻǳǘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻƳΣ ά5ƻ 
ya patty cake? Do you know peek-a-boo? Hey, look, he knows peek-a-
ōƻƻΦέ bƻōƻŘȅ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ǿŀǎ ŎǳǘŜΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŘǊǳƴƪΦ 

My husband and I were embarrassed. We ate in silence; all except for 
Erik, who was  running through his repertoire for the admiring skid-row 
bum, who in turn, reciprocated with his cute comments. We finally got 
through the meal and headed for the door. My husband went to pay the 
check and told me to meet him in the parking lot. The old many sat 
ǇƻƛǎŜŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊΦ ά[ƻǊŘΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 
ƘŜ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ǘƻ ƳŜ ƻǊ 9ǊƛƪΣέ L ǇǊŀȅŜŘΦ !ǎ L ŘǊŜǿ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴΣ L ǘǳǊƴŜŘ 
my back trying to sidestep him and avoid any air he might be breathing. 
!ǎ L ŘƛŘΣ 9Ǌƛƪ ƭŜŀƴŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ Ƴȅ ŀǊƳΣ ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ōƻǘƘ ŀǊƳǎ ƛƴ ŀ ōŀōȅΩǎ 
άǇƛŎƪ-me-ǳǇέ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΦ .ŜŦƻǊŜ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎǘƻǇ ƘƛƳΣ 9Ǌƛƪ ƘŀŘ ǇǊƻǇŜƭƭŜŘ 
himself from my arms to the man.                                        (continued) 
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! .ŀōȅΩǎ IǳƎ όŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘύ 

Suddenly a very old smelly man and a very young baby consummated 
their love and kinship. Erik in an act of total trust, love, and submission 
ƭŀƛŘ Ƙƛǎ ǘƛƴȅ ƘŜŀŘ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴΩǎ ǊŀƎƎŜŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳŀƴΩǎ ŜȅŜǎ 
closed, and I saw tears hover beneath his lashes. His aged hands full of 
ƎǊƛƳŜΣ ǇŀƛƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǊŘ ƭŀōƻǊΣ ŎǊŀŘƭŜŘ Ƴȅ ōŀōȅΩǎ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊƻƪŜŘ Ƙƛǎ 
back. No two beings have ever loved so deeply for so short a time. 

I stood awestruck. The old man rocked and cradled Erik in his arms and 
his eyes opened and set squarely on mine. He said in a firm command-
ƛƴƎ ǾƻƛŎŜΣ ά¸ƻǳ ǘŀƪŜ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ōŀōȅΦέ {ƻƳŜƘƻǿ L ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘΣ άL ǿƛƭƭΣέ 
from a throat that contained a stone. He pried Erik from his chest, lov-
ingly and longingly, as though he were in pain. I received my baby, and 
ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ǎŀƛŘΣ άDƻŘ ōƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳΣ ƳŀΩŀƳΣ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƳŜ Ƴȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 
ƎƛŦǘΦέ 

I said nothing more than a muttered thanks. With Erik in my arms, I ran 
for the car. My husband was wondering why I was crying and holding 
9Ǌƛƪ ǎƻ ǘƛƎƘǘƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘȅ L ǿŀǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ άaȅ DƻŘΣ Ƴȅ DƻŘΣ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜ ƳŜΦέ  L 
ƘŀŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ǎƘƻǿƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƴƻŎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǘƛƴȅ 
child who saw no sin, who made no judgment; a child who saw a soul, 
and a mother who saw a suit of clothes. I was a Christian who was blind, 
ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘΦ L ŦŜƭǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ DƻŘ ŀǎƪƛƴƎΣ ά!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
ǎƘŀǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΚέ ǿƘŜƴ IŜ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ Iƛǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ŜǘŜǊƴƛǘȅΦ 

¢ƘŜ ǊŀƎƎŜŘ ƻƭŘ ƳŀƴΣ ǳƴǿƛǘǘƛƴƎƭȅΣ ƘŀŘ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜŘ ƳŜΣ ά¢ƻ ŜƴǘŜǊ Χ ΣǿŜ 
Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀǎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦέ  

Sometimes, it takes a child to remind us of what is really important. We 
must always remember who we are, where we came from and, most 
importantly, how we feel about others. The clothes on your back or the 
car that you drive or the house that you live in does not define you at 
all; it is how you treat your fellow man that identifies who you are. 

Submitted by Carolyn Candiello 

άLǘ ƛǎ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ƭƛƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳŜ ȅƻǳΣ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ƭƻǾŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǿƘƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 

CHURCH NEWS & NOTES (continued) 


