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Good News from 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ 5Ŝǎƪ 

L Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ŎƻƭǳƳƴ ōȅ ǘƘŀƴƪƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ CŀƛǘƘ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ tŀǊƛǎƘ 
community for a wonderful paternity leave!  Ying, Justin, and I had such 
a great time learning to be family together.  We were able to follow 
WǳǎǘƛƴΩǎ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǿƻǊǊȅƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ 
world.  It also gave us the unusual opportunity of spending Christmas 
Eve and several days with my family in Cleveland.  Of course all this was 
possible because of some great leaders in our church and our interim 
ǇŀǎǘƻǊΣ wŜǾΦ 5ǊΦ ²ŀȅƴŜ YŜƴŘŀƭƭΦ  ²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƳōƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ L ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ 
have felt nearly as at ease about taking leave from the church for eight 
weeks.  All around it was a great experience for which I am forever 
thankful. 

¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ŦƻŎǳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƻƴ ŀ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ŀƴŘ 
church growth campaign for our whole church using Bishop Robert 
{ŎƘƴŀǎŜΩǎ άCƛǾŜ tǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ƻŦ CǊǳƛǘŦǳƭ /ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴǎΦέ  ¢ƻ ōŜ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ 
not some silver bullet solution that is going to get us new members or 
enough financial resources to properly heat and care for our historic 
building.  No such solution exists.  This program is a tool to get us all 
thinking, praying, and experiencing on the same page.  Throughout the 
five weeks of the program, we will each be focusing on one of five 
topics: radical hospitality, passionate worship, intentional faith 
development, risk-taking mission and service, and extravagant 
ƎŜƴŜǊƻǎƛǘȅΦ  ²ŜΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ 
private study, in small groups, and in corporate worship. 

LΩƳ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƻƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǳƴƛŦȅƛƴƎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ 
ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƻǊ CŀƛǘƘ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ tŀǊƛǎƘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǾŜ ǿŜŜƪǎ ŀǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ 
the beginning.  There will be opportunities afterward to create some 
new ministries and renew current ones.  Together we will continue to 
discover where God is leading Faith United Parish.  This, however, will 
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not simply be a high-ƭŜǾŜƭ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜΦ  LΩƳ ŎƻǳƴǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
transformation team developing a specific plan of action based on the 
experiences we have together during this time. 

This is a time of great change in our nation, in our society, and in our 
church as well.  We are not alone in our decline in membership, 
attendance, and 
financial support 
among churches.  But 
we must believe that 
God has called us 
together in this place 
and at this time for a 
particular purpose and 
calling. 

This study will not be 
focused exclusively on 
the church, but also on 
our own spiritual 
journey and 
discipleship.  If we 
allow God to speak to 
us through the reading 
of scripture, spiritual 
conversations with 
fellow Christians, 
prayer, and devotional 
reading, we will all be 
blessed for having 
taken one more step on 
our journey of faith. 

May this be a blessed 
season of introspection 
which turns to action and ministry in the name of our Lord. 

 

In Shared Ministry,      

2.22.2009 

3.29.2009 




