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Good News from Faith United
Focused on %ﬁ%@éi& \@\\Sss%\ and human need

Holy Week: Check out all the Holy Week and Easter activitie
on Page 6.

Looking tchelp those in need? Check out the important date
for our Outreach Committee on Page 7.

Always wanted to do a bible study but a little intimidated?
Check out our newBible 101 on Page 8.

OurBHAG, 250 in worship for Rally Day 2009. Confused?
Check out Transformation Team update on Pages 3 and 4.

&% This newsletter is printed on paper with 30% recycled content. Please do your part by recycling.
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excited and | hope you are for the Easter season and beyond.
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As | reflected on the meaning of Easter and where our community (bott
Fitchburg and FUP) are, | kept coming back to one word: hope. At time
it seems like hope is absent from our world as we see tent cities going
up in some places, have friends and neighbors (and maybe even
ourselves) lose jobs, hear heavtrenching stories about foreclosure
forcing families into homelessness. Hope can be hard to find these
days.

As Christians however we know a larger narrative of hope. Hope in Gc
incarnate in Jesus Christ. Part of that narrative of course includes deat
0KS RSIFGK 2F WSadzazr (GKS LRISYy(dAl
love to everyone, and perhaps even the death of hope itself. But we
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Friday and terrifyingly silent Saturday, Jesus rose. That story of hope
helps us to know that things will get better. They may never be the
alYSTE odzi GKFG gAft 0SS 21leod h
in our country. Our hope, as followers of Jesus Christ, is in him. That |
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Holy Spirit, we will be taken care of.

So as we look toward Easter, toward that moment of hope, what can
you do to share this hope with your friends, your neighbors, you
O2tftSI3dzSasx &2dzNJ FI YA &K Lay Qi
them the larger narrative amidst this season in our world of fear and
doubt?
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signs, and so many ways of inviting others to hear that message of hor
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building or pay our bills. We do it because we are called to share

/| KNAaGQa t20S Ay (GKAa 62NI R SalLd
Our goal is to have 200 people at our Easter Sunday service. We set t
goal as a way to remind ourselves to be prepared (as we always shoul
F2NJ 3dz28aGa8a F2NJ KdzNIAy3 LIS2LX S )
plenty of preparation happening over the next couple of weeks by
several members of the Transformation Team and others. Would you
consider being part of that preparation?

Could you commit to praying daily for those who would come to our
Easter services? You could pray in your own way or use this simple
prayer:a [ 2 9Ay3 D2RX KStLI YS (2 t20S
children find the hope and love we offer in your name at Faith United
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So much is going on in our own congregation to remind us of our hope
in Christ. During this Easter season (which lasts 50 days by the way)
pSQff KIFI@S GKS 2LIR2NIdzyAde (2 &
Olivia, Jordan, and Sophia Palmer will be baptized on April 19th. A ne\
bible study and job seekers group will be forming at the end of April.
MayX mn ¢6SQftf 2yO0S I3IIAy 06S (KS K
Hospitality Network. Betty and Olney Shepard will renew their vows on
May 10th as they celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary. May 10th
pSQff +tfaz2 oS Oft2GKAYy3 GKS yI 1S
providing blankets to those in need. And finally, Little Justin will be
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be many other signs of hope in our midst during this Easter season ant
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The Spirit is active here providing hope and encouragement as we reac
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TRANSFORMATION TEAM NEWS

There are three letters that describe the excitement and energy that is
going on with the transformation teamW-O-W! The Wow Factor has
really infused our team and we feel the spirit of God transforming our
church! The Five Practices for Fruitful Congregations has been ongoin
during Lent. We have had 5 different groups meeting at various times
and involvement by nearly 50 people in total. As we explore Radical
Hospitality, Passionate Worship, Intentional Faith Development, Risk
Taking Mission and Service and Extravagant Generosity we are
becoming a tighteknit Christian community focused on our ministry
here in Fitchburg.

The team has been meeting regularly to develop a plan for continued
transformation and growth. Out of these meetings we have identified a
number of ideas and strategies aimed at the Five Practices. Perhapsy
KIS y20A0SR a2YS 2F (KS OKI y3S:
while, we hope you join us some Sunday! Comments from those in
church reference a positive energy and renewed sense of Christian
ALIANRGXIETE SOARSYOS 2F | OKdzNOK

We have planned some wonderful and meaningful programs for Holy
Week that we hope will bring new meaning to both new and seasoned
Christians. On Palm Sunday we will be having our annual Pancake
Breakfast. This year, we will be opening it to our community and
advertising this free breakfast and chance for Christian fellowship.

2 2NBKALI AaSNIBAOS (KIG Y2NYAYy3 gAf
come for a great breakfast, then please join us in church.

On Maundy Thursday we will be hosting another nealsimple sacred
meal¢ followed by the very spiritual Tenebrae Service. We will join
together to reenact the final meal Jesus shared with his disciples. This
service more than anything, can change liggdease join us.

On Good Friday, our youth will be having a Sacred-ltocRdults in the
church are invited to attend as well. We will be offering prayers in the
OKIF LStz FTGGSYRAY3I F L& SyiAaGft
Theater, and doing the stations of the Cross. This will be an awesome
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opportunity to develop our faith and experience the Easter season in a
new way.

On Easter morning, we will be having a Sunrise Service on the Commc
at 6 a.m. This will be open to all in the community and will be followed
by coffee and muffins at the Church. Finally, we will all join together fo
our traditional Sunday worship at 10 a.m.. Our goal is to have over 20(
in attendance to celebrate the Risen Christ.

We are inviting all in our community who have prayer needs to submit
them to our church office. Prayers will be ongoing on Good Friday in t
Chapel.

After Easter, the Transformation Team is planning to continue with our
intentional faith development by conducting Bible studies at various
times. The Bible studies will be a shtatm commitment and will be
basic. Watch for more details on our Bible 101 Series.

On April 25, the Team will be having andally retreat to continue our
plans for growth and development. Our BHAG (Big Hairy Audacious
Goalcli I 1Sy FTNRY WAY [/ 2ffAyaqQ 062213
in church for Rally Day. This will take a tremendous amount of plannin
and work.

On April 29 we will be sponsoring a program for the recently
unemployedc this informal group will meet to share in Christian
fellowship and discuss jelunting strategies during an often uncertain
time.

Please continue your prayers for our church and for our ministry. We o
this for the Glory of God! Amen!
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DIACONATE NEWS
Members: Nancy Flinkstrom (978)386-7218; Ursula Irfan (978)342-8435;
Susan Patterson (978) 343-0301; Bertie Shamrell (978) 696-5828;
Olney & Betty Shepard (978-466-7560); Richard Sleeper (978)534-8281;
Carol Maki (978) 582-4883; Rhonda Neforas (978) 549-8109

Prayer Chain

Anyone with prayer concerns, please call Arline Finch at (9789343
or email the church at pastor@faithunitedparish.com.

Visitors Welcome Phone Calls & Mail Welcome
Virginia Weeks John & Dorothy Lukas
The Highlands 38 Alpine Road

Nichols Road, 2nd Floor Fitchburg

Fitchburg (978) 3426304
Flowers

blryOé CfAYyl1auNRBY Aad 2dzNJ aFf 26SNJ
know of anyone that is in need of cheer or celebration, please contact
Nancy.

Job Seekers Group Forming

A new job seekers group will be forming for people in our own chyfch
as well as those in our community who are searching for jobs. Initgally

it will be a discussion and support group that may blossom into all gort

of things. If you are currently seeking employment or know somegne
who is, why not come to our job seekers group?

April 29th @ 2:00 PM, Faith United Parish
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WORSHIP & MusIC NEWS

Chairperson: Dick Sleeper. Music Director: Horacio Castro. Members:
Christine Meleo, Ying Chen, Ellen Guglietti, Jennifer Potts, Meredith
Patterson, Abigail Locher and Alex Potts.

Holy Week Opportunities

Palm Sunday T April 5% 5:30 p.m., attending the Tale of
Start your Palm Sunday off with a Three Trees production at First
pancake breakfast served in the Parish Unitarian Church on the
dining room at FUP from 8:30 upper common at 7:00 p.m., then
9:30 a.m. The breakfast will be by having a Stations of the Cross in

freewill donation. the church around 8:00 p.m.,
followed by prayers in the chapel
Then, join us for our Sunday around 9:30 p.m.Adults are

morning worship service at 10:00 welcomed and encouraged to join
a.m. in the sanctuaryWe ask that the youth for any part of the

you help us build ontheenergy S@Sy Ay 3Qa | OGA DA
and the practice of passionate

worship we developed this winter Easter Sunday T April 12"
worshipping together in the parishAt 6:00 a.m. there will be an Easter

hall by sitting together in the Sunrise Service on the Upper
middle section of pews in the Common.Please consider joining
sanctuary. us for this spiritual worship

experience and refreshments
Maundy Thursday T April 9™ afterwards.

Join us on Maundy Thursday from

6:30¢ 8:00 p.m. in the parish hall We will also hold an Easter worship

for a meal of soup and bread service at 10:00 a.m. in the

followed by a Tenebrae service. sanctuary at FUPWhy not invite a
friend, neighbor, or passdry to

Good Friday T April 10™ join you in attending this joyful

On Good Friday, the Youth Groupservice?

will be holding a holy loek

overnight at FUPThey will be

sharing a meal at the church at
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OUTREACH NEWS
alaairzyy G2S NBIFOK 2dzi #gA0K 2L
The Outreach Committee meets the third Thursday of each month at
2:00 PM. Chairperson: Jean Shapland. Members: Pat Goguen, Shahnaz
Gravel, Sharon Kask, Judy Miller, Ada Nurmi, Dwen Robinson.

Upcoming Events and Activities
April 5, Food Ingathering for Community Action Center

April 25, Volunteer Appreciation Dinner for MIHN volunteers: %:30
8:00 PM, Leominster UMC, 77 Hall Street, Leominster

April 26, Ingathering of paper products for MIHN.

May 31 May 10, Volunteers needed for coverage and meals at MIHN.
Look for sigrup sheets by April 5.

May10> a2 (i KSNRa 5F& yR .fly1Sd {
in the May newsletter and during worship.

June 4, 1st Thursday, FUP will offer cookies, brownies, and cupcakes
with lemonade and iced tea to the public. There will be a free will
2FFSNAY3I 6AGK LINRPOSSR&a 3I2Ay3 G2
contributions of food.

June7> I FOAGEFEG F2NJ I dzYkryAde 62N] R
Habitat home in Gardner frontl5 pm. Sigrups will be posted in May.

June21> ClF GKSNR& 51& FyR ¢22f3& F2NJ
materials in the June newsletter and during worship.
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS

New Bible Study Forming

One of the needs identified in during our Five Practices small groups w
an introductory Bible study. Though many of us have attended church
YdzOK 2F fA@0Sax 6S KIFI@SyQili KIFER (fF
I Rdzf G & @ LG OFly o6S | oAl AYGAYAL
offering Bible 101 beginning at the end of April. Look for more details
about the book and times during worship, on our website, and in the
weekly update email.

Elementary & Tween Sunday School
B..G. Idea: We believe that stories of Easter proclaim that Jesus is risen

B.L.G. Theme: Not the End of the Story
BibleVerse:a L 'Y GKS NB&dzZNN®BOPRA 2y | YR

April 5, 2009: No Sunday School T Palm Sunday breakfast
April 12, 2009: No Sunday School T Easter Sunday
April 19, 2009: Breakfast on the Beacht John 21:1-14
CAaK FT2NJ oNBF1FFradk ., dzO1 H 2 §f

appears to the disciples once more helping them fish.

April 26, 2009: The Great CommissionT Matthew 28:16-20
What are we supposed to do as Christians? Jesus gave his
disciples and us (his current disciples) instructions to tell others
about his love and salvation.
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CHURCH NEWS & NOTES

12  Christopher Barnard
April Birthdays 12 Ying Chen
12  Constance Stokes
5 Jawaid Calvin Bhatty 19  Arthur Nurmi
6 Sheridan Cormier 19 Ruth Stacy
6

Jean Shapland 19 Margaret Waite
6 Warren Potts 21 Jesse Lupo
10  Christine Meleo 22 Jill Palmer
10 Melissa Palmer 27  Albert Gallien
10 Zeke Finch 27 Louise Sheppard

May Newsletter Deadline: April 15th

Please remember to submit all your items for our church newslette
April 15th.

The newsletter is only as good as the information provided in it
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CHURCH NEWS & NOTES

Lenten / Brown Envelope Offering

As Lent draws toward a close, how have you engaged the spiritual
practice of giving? Hopefully this has been a fruitful season of persona
reflection which has included reflection on all the blessings God has
given you. Have you been able to give up something so that others
might have enough?

Please remember to turn in your Lenten / Brown Envelope offering
before Easter. If you need an envelope, you can ask Sharon or Pastor
Justin for one. Otherwise, any old envelope will do.

Baptism

hy {dzyRIFI&>X ! LINAf wmMpiKZI 6SQftt 0S
Olivia Palmer, daughter of Amanda Palmer and Jordan and Sophia
Palmer, daughters of Justin and Cheryl Palmer are baptized. Of courst
these three young ladies are the granddaughters of Rich and Jill Palme
So come celebrate this special baptism in the season of Easter. These
little ones will help truly make it a season of hope.

Interested in Joining the Church?

Have you become part of our faith community but are not yet a
member? Pastor Justin is looking to hold a new members class
sometime in April for people to join the church in late April or early in
al 8o LT 22dz2QNB Ay (GSNBadGtdSR LJ S| ¢
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CHURCH NEWS & NOTES

You Are Cordially Invited

On Sunday, May 10th, you are cordially invited to the renewal of vows
between Betty and Olney Shepard as they celebrate their 50th wedding
anniversary. Betty and Olney will renew their vows during the regular
10:00 AM worship service. Another way of making Easter truly a seasc
of hope. Everyone is also invited to a special coffee hour in their honot
following the worship service.

Lots of Thank Yous

Dear FUP,

| want to thank the church for the $100 scholarship that was given to
YS | gKAEtS 320 L 1y26 LQY &Syl
better to be late than show no gratitude at all, when | am very grateful
that FUP is supporting me through college. Again, thank you very muclt

-Jason Flinkstrom

Dear Friends,

Please accept our thanks for your very generous donation of $215.00 t
GKS t NBIF OKSNBRQ ' AR {20ASGe& 27F b
your gift. Gifts such as these greatly assist the Society as it cares for o
retired clergy and surviving spouses facing the high cost of medical
insurance, emergency needs, and family hardships.

Sincerely,

Thomas J. Gallen, Executive Director.
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CHURCH NEWS & NOTES

More Thank Yous

Dear Faith United Parish,

Thank you for your donation of aluminum tabs. Your generosity and
thoughtfulness will help make a difference in the lives of the children w
serve and further our mission in providing specialized orthopaedic care
to children at no cost. By working together we can put the joys of
childhood into the life of every child and help more kids defy the odds.

With deepest gratitude,
The Board of Governors & Staff

Dear Faith United Parish,

Thank you for your contribution of $200.00 to Habitat for Humanity
North Central Massachusetts. Your donation is very much appreciated

Because of Habitat for Humanity of North Central Massachusetts, lives
of families in need are changed forever. Families experience the pride
and responsibility of home ownership. Children thrive as they live in
secure, wetlbuilt homes. Volunteers and donors experience the pride
and solidarity of accomplishing worthwhile goals. Neighborhoods are
revitalized and communities benefit from committed new homeowners
and an improved tax base.

Your commitment to helping fund affordable housing is very important
to our work. We are grateful for your support, faith in our mission, and
your partnership.

Sincerely,
William E. Scheid, President & Megan Foley, Executive Director
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CHURCH NEWS & NOTES

Tale of Three Trees

Our talented friends at the Awakening Dance Company and Guidance,
Inc. will be performing the traditional Tale of Three trees leading up to
9 aidSNW LT &2dz KI gSyQii aSSy GK;
this year.

Performances will be: Sat. April 4 at 7:00 PM, Sun. April 5 at 2:00 PM,
Fri. April 10 at 3:00 and 7:00 PM. All performances will be held in
Phillips Hall at First Parish Church, 923 Main Street, Fitchburg. Tickets
are $7 in advance, $10 at the door. See Jen Potts for more informatior

Secret Garden

Cornerstone Performing Arts Center presents Frances Hodgson

. dzZNy S Qa ¢KS { SONBdG DI NRSYy 6F RI
will be held Thurs. April 30 at 7 PM, Fri. May 1 at 7 PM, Sat. May 2 at 7
PM, Sun. May 3 at 2 PM, Fri. May 8 at 7 PM, Sat. May 9 at 2 PM, and !
May 10 at 2 PM. All performances will be held in Phillips Hall at First
Parish Church, 923 Main Street, Fitchburg. Tickets are $10 for April 3C
and $18 ($15 for students and seniors) for all other performances. See
Jen Potts for more information.
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Easter Flowers

We will once again be beautifying our sanctuary for Easter Sunday witt
lilies and tulips purchased by members of the congregation in memory
2N K2y 2N 2F 20KSNBR O LT &2dzQR f J
form and return it to the church office with a check for the appropriate
amount bySunday, April 5th. All orders must be received before then.
Please print legibly exactly as you would like it to appear in the Easter
bulletin. You may also call or email the church office.

Lilies are $12.50 T Tulips are $9
Flower 1:
o Lily ($12.50) o Tulip ($9)
Given By:

In Honor or In Loving Memory of:

Flower 2:

o Lily ($12.50) o Tulip ($9)
Given By:

In Honor or In Loving Memory of:
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Flower 3:
o Lily ($12.50) o Tulip ($9)
Given By:

In Honor or In Loving Memory of:

Flower 4:
o Lily ($12.50) o Tulip ($9)
Given By:

In Honor or In Loving Memory of:

Flower 5:
o Lily ($12.50) o Tulip ($9)
Given By:

In Honor or In Loving Memory of:
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SUMMER CAMPS

Christian summer camps can be a-tifeanging opportunity for our

young people (as well as the adults who either attend camp or voluntee
at them). So many adults really found out what being a Christian was ¢
Fo2dzi Ay GKS aStddAy3a 2F | adzyySi
Unfortunately, summer camps can be expensive to run in a quality
fashion. With financial strain already being placed on families, it may b
difficult for some children to attend camp this year.

Recognizing the importance of this vital ministry, the Diaconate has
made available funds to help defray the cost of camping for families
who otherwise would not be able to afford it. If you need some help
sending your child to a Christian summer camp this summer, please

speak with Pastor Justin. We want every child to have an opportunity t
go!

Our two denominations (UCC and UMC) have rich traditions of campin
ministry. As we receive brochures from the denominationaffjliated
OFYLlaszs ¢SQfft 0SS LXIFOAYy3a (GKS AYyT:
the newsletter as well for more information on the various programs.

Camp Aldersgate

The 2009 Camp Aldersgate Brochure is here!l! This year features our
YySg6 /I YLISNR&a / K2AO0S LINRPINFYZI 4K
programs and when to come to camp. Campers who come for progran
like Fishing Camp, Sports Camp, Water Adventure, and Basketball Ca
have four weeks to choose from this summer. Our advensgnges
camps, where campers live in tents in the woods, are offered every
week. Of course, no summer camp would be complete without old
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favorites like Living Arts Horse Camp, and Leadership Camp. Camp
Aldersgate also offers family camps for parents and children or
grandparents and grandchildren. Registration forms are included in the
brochures, or you can register online at www.campaldersgate.com. Ce
Camp Aldersgate at 468684350 for more information.

Our Other Camps
Affiliated with the United Church of Christ

Geneva Point Centerl08 Geneva Point Road, Moultonborough, NH
03254, Phone: (603)258366, www.genevapoint.org

Horton Center:PO Box J, Gorham, NH 03581, Phone: (6035823,
www.hortoncenter.org

Star Island: 30 Middle Street, Portsmouth, NH 03801, Phone: (603} 43C
6272 , www.starisland.org

Affiliated with the United Methodist Church

Rolling Ridge Retreat and Conference Cen@f0 Great Pond Rd.,
North Andover, MA 01845, Phone: (978) éB215,
www.rollingridge.org

Camp MechuwanaP.O. Box 277, Winthrop, ME 0436277, Phone:
(207) 3772924, www.mechuana.org

Wanakee United Methodist Center75 Upper New Hampton Road
Meredith, NH 03253516, Phone: 602797950, www.wanakee.org
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