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Good News from 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ 5Ŝǎƪ 

¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ ōƛƎ Řŀȅ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƳŜ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘΦ  
!ǎ ǿŜ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ [ŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǇŀƭǇŀōƭŜΦ  LΩƳ 
excited and I hope you are for the Easter season and beyond.   

As I reflected on the meaning of Easter and where our community (both 
Fitchburg and FUP) are, I kept coming back to one word: hope.  At times 
it seems like hope is absent from our world as we see tent cities going 
up in some places, have friends and neighbors (and maybe even 
ourselves) lose jobs, hear heart-wrenching stories about foreclosure 
forcing families into homelessness.  Hope can be hard to find these 
days. 

As Christians however we know a larger narrative of hope.  Hope in God 
incarnate in Jesus Christ.  Part of that narrative of course includes death, 
ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ ŀ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ 
love to everyone, and perhaps even the death of hope itself.  But we 
ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ  ¢ƘǊŜŜ Řŀȅǎ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŀƛƴŦǳƭ 
Friday and terrifyingly silent Saturday, Jesus rose.  That story of hope 
helps us to know that things will get better.  They may never be the 
ǎŀƳŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻƪŀȅΦ  hǳǊ ƘƻǇŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛƴ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ 
in our country.  Our hope, as followers of Jesus Christ, is in him.  That in 
DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŀǎ ƳŀƴƛŦŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Holy Spirit, we will be taken care of.   

So as we look toward Easter, toward that moment of hope, what can 
you do to share this hope with your friends, your neighbors, you 
ŎƻƭƭŜŀƎǳŜǎΣ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΚ  LǎƴΩǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ 
them the larger narrative amidst this season in our world of fear and 
doubt? 

Faith United 
Focused on 
   spiritual  growth, fellowship, and human need 
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Focused on 
   spiritual  growth, fellowship, and human need 

¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ǊŜŀŘ ŜƭǎŜǿƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ 
ǎŜŀǎƻƴΣ ά! {Ŝŀǎƻƴ ƻŦ IƻǇŜΦέ  ²ŜΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ōŀƴƴŜǊǎΣ ƛƴǾƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŎŀǊŘǎΣ ƭŀǿƴ 
signs, and so many ways of inviting others to hear that message of hope.  
²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ƛǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƳƻǊŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǎƻ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ 
building or pay our bills.  We do it because we are called to share 
/ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƻŦ ŘƛǎǘǊŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŀǊΦ 

Our goal is to have 200 people at our Easter Sunday service.  We set that 
goal as a way to remind ourselves to be prepared (as we always should 
ŦƻǊ ƎǳŜǎǘǎΣ ŦƻǊ ƘǳǊǘƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜύΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
plenty of preparation happening over the next couple of weeks by 
several members of the Transformation Team and others.  Would you 
consider being part of that preparation?   

Could you commit to praying daily for those who would come to our 
Easter services?  You could pray in your own way or use this simple 
prayer:  ά[ƻǾƛƴƎ DƻŘΣ ƘŜƭǇ ƳŜ ǘƻ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘƻǎŜ 
children find the hope and love we offer in your name at Faith United 
tŀǊƛǎƘΦ  IŜƭǇ ǳǎ ǘǊǳƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƻŦ ƘƻǇŜΦ !ƳŜƴΦέ 

So much is going on in our own congregation to remind us of our hope 
in Christ.  During this Easter season (which lasts 50 days by the way) 
ǿŜΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƘƻǇŜ ƳŀƴƛŦŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿŀȅǎΦ  
Olivia, Jordan, and Sophia Palmer will be baptized on April 19th.  A new 
bible study and job seekers group will be forming at the end of April.  
May 3τмл ǿŜΩƭƭ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ōŜ ǘƘŜ Ƙƻǎǘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aƻƴǘŀŎƘǳǎŜǘǘǎ LƴǘŜǊŦŀƛǘƘ 
Hospitality Network.  Betty and Olney Shepard will renew their vows on 
May 10th as they celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary.  May 10th 
ǿŜΩƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƪŜŘ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ ōȅ 
providing blankets to those in need.  And finally, Little Justin will be 
ōŀǇǘƛȊŜŘ ōȅ ƻǳǊ ōƛǎƘƻǇΣ tŜǘŜǊ ²ŜŀǾŜǊΣ ƻƴ aŀȅ мтǘƘΦ  LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ 
be many other signs of hope in our midst during this Easter season and 
ōŜȅƻƴŘΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ ƻǇŜƴ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƴŘǎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƳƛŘǎǘΦ  
The Spirit is active here providing hope and encouragement as we reach 
ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿƛǘƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƻŦ ƘƻǇŜΣ ƭƻǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

 

Lƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ [ƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ IƻǇŜΣ      
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There are three letters that describe the excitement and energy that is 
going on with the transformation team ς W-O-W!  The Wow Factor has 
really infused our team and we feel the spirit of God transforming our 
church!  The Five Practices for Fruitful Congregations has been ongoing 
during Lent.  We have had 5 different groups meeting at various times 
and involvement by nearly 50 people in total.  As we explore Radical 
Hospitality, Passionate Worship, Intentional Faith Development, Risk 
Taking Mission and Service and Extravagant Generosity we are 
becoming a tighter-knit Christian community focused on our ministry 
here in Fitchburg. 

The team has been meeting regularly to develop a plan for continued 
transformation and growth.  Out of these meetings we have identified a 
number of ideas and strategies aimed at the Five Practices.  Perhaps you 
ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘƛŎŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎΚ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ǘƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ ŀ 
while, we hope you join us some Sunday!  Comments from those in 
church reference a positive energy and renewed sense of Christian 
ǎǇƛǊƛǘΧŀƭƭ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎΗ 

We have planned some wonderful and meaningful programs for Holy 
Week that we hope will bring new meaning to both new and seasoned 
Christians.  On Palm Sunday we will be having our annual Pancake 
Breakfast.  This year, we will be opening it to our community and 
advertising this free breakfast and chance for Christian fellowship.  
²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅΗ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ 
come for a great breakfast, then please join us in church. 

On Maundy Thursday we will be hosting another meal ς a simple sacred 
meal ς followed by the very spiritual Tenebrae Service.  We will join 
together to reenact the final meal Jesus shared with his disciples.  This 
service more than anything, can change lives ς please join us. 

On Good Friday, our youth will be having a Sacred Lock-In.  Adults in the 
church are invited to attend as well.  We will be offering prayers in the 
ŎƘŀǇŜƭΣ ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŀ Ǉƭŀȅ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά¢ƘǊŜŜ ¢ǊŜŜǎέ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ōȅ /ƻǊƴŜǊǎǘƻƴŜ 
Theater, and doing the stations of the Cross.  This will be an awesome 

TRANSFORMATION TEAM NEWS 
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opportunity to develop our faith and experience the Easter season in a 
new way. 

On Easter morning, we will be having a Sunrise Service on the Common 
at 6 a.m.  This will be open to all in the community and will be followed 
by coffee and muffins at the Church.  Finally, we will all join together for 
our traditional Sunday worship at 10 a.m..  Our goal is to have over 200 
in attendance to celebrate the Risen Christ. 

We are inviting all in our community who have prayer needs to submit 
them to our church office.  Prayers will be ongoing on Good Friday in the 
Chapel. 

After Easter, the Transformation Team is planning to continue with our 
intentional faith development by conducting Bible studies at various 
times.  The Bible studies will be a short-term commitment and will be 
basic.  Watch for more details on our Bible 101 Series. 

On April 25, the Team will be having an all-day retreat to continue our 
plans for growth and development.  Our BHAG (Big Hairy Audacious 
Goal ς ǘŀƪŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ WƛƳ /ƻƭƭƛƴǎΩ ōƻƻƪΣ DƻƻŘ ǘƻ DǊŜŀǘύ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǾŜǊ нрл 
in church for Rally Day.  This will take a tremendous amount of planning 
and work. 

On April 29 we will be sponsoring a program for the recently 
unemployed ς this informal group will meet to share in Christian 
fellowship and discuss job-hunting strategies during an often uncertain 
time. 

Please continue your prayers for our church and for our ministry.  We do 
this for the Glory of God!  Amen! 
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Flowers 

bŀƴŎȅ CƭƛƴƪǎǘǊƻƳ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ άŦƭƻǿŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƻŦ !ǇǊƛƭΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ 

know of anyone that is in need of cheer or celebration, please contact 

Nancy. 

 

 

 

DIACONATE NEWS 
Members: Nancy Flinkstrom (978)386-7218; Ursula Irfan (978)342-8435;   

Susan Patterson (978) 343-0301; Bertie Shamrell (978) 696-5828;  
Olney & Betty Shepard (978-466-7560); Richard Sleeper (978)534-8281; 

Carol Maki (978) 582-4883;  Rhonda Neforas (978) 549-8109 

 

 

Visitors Welcome 

Virginia Weeks 

The Highlands 

Nichols Road, 2nd Floor 

Fitchburg 

Phone Calls & Mail Welcome 

John & Dorothy Lukas 

38 Alpine Road 

Fitchburg 

(978) 342-6304 

Prayer Chain 

Anyone with prayer concerns, please call Arline Finch at (978) 343-9271 

or email the church at pastor@faithunitedparish.com.  

Job Seekers Group Forming 

A new job seekers group will be forming for people in our own church 

as well as those in our community who are searching for jobs.  Initially, 

it will be a discussion and support group that may blossom into all sorts 

of things.  If you are currently seeking employment or know someone 

who is, why not come to our job seekers group? 

 

April 29th @ 2:00 PM, Faith United Parish 
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 WORSHIP & MUSIC NEWS 
Chairperson: Dick Sleeper.  Music Director:  Horacio Castro.  Members:  

Christine Meleo, Ying Chen, Ellen Guglietti, Jennifer Potts, Meredith 
Patterson, Abigail Locher and Alex Potts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Palm Sunday τ April 5th 
Start your Palm Sunday off with a 
pancake breakfast served in the 
dining room at FUP from 8:30 - 
9:30 a.m.  The breakfast will be by 
freewill donation.   
 
Then, join us for our Sunday 
morning worship service at 10:00 
a.m. in the sanctuary.  We ask that 
you help us build on the energy 
and the practice of passionate 
worship we developed this winter 
worshipping together in the parish 
hall by sitting together in the 
middle section of pews in the 
sanctuary. 
 
Maundy Thursday τ April 9th 
Join us on Maundy Thursday from 
6:30 ς 8:00 p.m. in the parish hall 
for a meal of soup and bread 
followed by a Tenebrae service. 
 
Good Friday τ April 10th 
On Good Friday, the Youth Group 
will be holding a holy lock-in 
overnight at FUP.  They will be 
sharing a meal at the church at 

5:30 p.m., attending the Tale of 
Three Trees production at First 
Parish Unitarian Church on the 
upper common at 7:00 p.m., then 
having a Stations of the Cross in 
the church around 8:00 p.m., 
followed by prayers in the chapel 
around 9:30 p.m.  Adults are 
welcomed and encouraged to join 
the youth for any part of the 
ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦ 
 
Easter Sunday τ April 12th 
At 6:00 a.m. there will be an Easter 
Sunrise Service on the Upper 
Common.  Please consider joining 
us for this spiritual worship 
experience and refreshments 
afterwards. 
 
We will also hold an Easter worship 
service at 10:00 a.m. in the 
sanctuary at FUP.  Why not invite a 
friend, neighbor, or passer-by to 
join you in attending this joyful 
service? 

Holy Week Opportunities 
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 OUTREACH NEWS 
aƛǎǎƛƻƴΥ  ά²Ŝ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǇŜƴ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜέΦ  

The Outreach Committee meets the third Thursday of each month at 

2:00 PM.  Chairperson: Jean Shapland.  Members:  Pat Goguen, Shahnaz 

Gravel, Sharon Kask, Judy Miller, Ada Nurmi, Dwen Robinson. 

 

 

Upcoming Events and Activities 

 

April 5, Food Ingathering for Community Action Center 

 

April 25, Volunteer Appreciation Dinner for MIHN volunteers:  5:30τ

8:00 PM, Leominster UMC, 77 Hall Street, Leominster 

 

April 26, Ingathering of paper products for MIHN. 

 

May 3τMay 10, Volunteers needed for coverage and meals at MIHN.  

Look for sign-up sheets by April 5. 

 

May 10Σ aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ ŀƴŘ .ƭŀƴƪŜǘ {ǳƴŘŀȅΦ  [ƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ 

in the May newsletter and during worship. 

 

June 4, 1st Thursday, FUP will offer cookies, brownies, and cupcakes 

with lemonade and iced tea to the public.  There will be a free will 

ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ WƻŜΩǎ YƛŘǎΦ  ²ŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 

contributions of food. 

 

June 7Σ Iŀōƛǘŀǘ ŦƻǊ IǳƳŀƴƛǘȅ ǿƻǊƪ ŘŀȅΦ  ²ŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ǘƘŜ 

Habitat home in Gardner from 1τ5 pm.  Sign-ups will be posted in May. 

 

June 21Σ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ ŀƴŘ ¢ƻƻƭǎ ŦƻǊ IƻǇŜ {ǳƴŘŀȅΦ  [ƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ 

materials in the June newsletter and during worship. 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS 
 

New Bible Study Forming 

One of the needs identified in during our Five Practices small groups was 

an introductory Bible study.  Though many of us have attended church 

ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ƭƛǾŜǎΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ŀǎ 

ŀŘǳƭǘǎΦ  Lǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀ ōƛǘ ƛƴǘƛƳƛŘŀǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘŀǳƴǘƛƴƎΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ 

offering Bible 101 beginning at the end of April.  Look for more details 

about the book and times during worship, on our website, and in the 

weekly update email. 

 

 

Elementary & Tween Sunday School 

B.I.G. Idea: We believe that stories of Easter proclaim that Jesus is risen. 
B.I.G. Theme: Not the End of the Story 
Bible Verse: άL ŀƳ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜΦέ John 11:25 
 
April 5, 2009:  No Sunday School τ Palm Sunday breakfast 
 
April 12, 2009: No Sunday School τ Easter Sunday 
 
April 19, 2009: Breakfast on the BeachτJohn 21:1-14 

CƛǎƘ ŦƻǊ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘΚ  ¸ǳŎƪΗ  ²Ŝƭƭ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ŦƛǎƘŜǊƳŜƴ ƘŀǾŜΦ  WŜǎǳǎ 
appears to the disciples once more helping them fish.   

 
April 26, 2009: The Great CommissionτMatthew 28:16-20 

What are we supposed to do as Christians?  Jesus gave his 
disciples and us (his current disciples) instructions to tell others 
about his love and salvation. 
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CHURCH NEWS & NOTES 
 

 
April Birthdays 

 
5 Jawaid Calvin Bhatty 
6     Sheridan Cormier 
6     Jean Shapland 
6     Warren Potts 
10     Christine Meleo 
10     Melissa Palmer 
10     Zeke Finch 

12     Christopher Barnard 
12     Ying Chen 
12 Constance Stokes 
19     Arthur Nurmi 
19     Ruth Stacy 
19     Margaret Waite 
21     Jesse Lupo 
22     Jill Palmer 
27    Albert Gallien 
27     Louise Sheppard  
 

 

May Newsletter Deadline: April 15th 

Please remember to submit all your items for our church newsletter by 

April 15th.   

The newsletter is only as good as the information provided in it! 
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 CHURCH NEWS & NOTES 

Lenten / Brown Envelope Offering 

As Lent draws toward a close, how have you engaged the spiritual 

practice of giving?  Hopefully this has been a fruitful season of personal 

reflection which has included reflection on all the blessings God has 

given you.  Have you been able to give up something so that others 

might have enough? 

Please remember to turn in your Lenten / Brown Envelope offering 

before Easter.  If you need an envelope, you can ask Sharon or Pastor 

Justin for one.  Otherwise, any old envelope will do.   

 

Baptism 

hƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ !ǇǊƛƭ мфǘƘΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ tŀƭƳŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀǎ 

Olivia Palmer, daughter of Amanda Palmer and Jordan and Sophia 

Palmer, daughters of Justin and Cheryl Palmer are baptized.  Of course 

these three young ladies are the granddaughters of Rich and Jill Palmer.  

So come celebrate this special baptism in the season of Easter.  These 

little ones will help truly make it a season of hope.   

 

Interested in Joining the Church? 

Have you become part of our faith community but are not yet a 

member?  Pastor Justin is looking to hold a new members class 

sometime in April for people to join the church in late April or early in 

aŀȅΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ƻǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΦ 
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You Are Cordially Invited 

On Sunday, May 10th, you are cordially invited to the renewal of vows 

between Betty and Olney Shepard as they celebrate their 50th wedding 

anniversary.  Betty and Olney will renew their vows during the regular 

10:00 AM worship service.  Another way of making Easter truly a season 

of hope.  Everyone is also invited to a special coffee hour in their honor 

following the worship service. 

 

Lots of Thank Yous 

Dear FUP, 

I want to thank the church for the $100 scholarship that was given to 

ƳŜ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀƎƻΦ  L ƪƴƻǿ LΩƳ ǎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ƴƻǘŜ ƭŀǘŜΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ 

better to be late than show no gratitude at all, when I am very grateful 

that FUP is supporting me through college. Again, thank you very much. 

-Jason Flinkstrom 

 

Dear Friends, 

Please accept our thanks for your very generous donation of $215.00 to 

ǘƘŜ tǊŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΩ !ƛŘ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ bŜǿ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΤ ǿŜ ƎŜƴǳƛƴŜƭȅ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ 

your gift.  Gifts such as these greatly assist the Society as it cares for our 

retired clergy and surviving spouses facing the high cost of medical 

insurance, emergency needs, and family hardships.   

Sincerely,  

Thomas J. Gallen, Executive Director. 

 

CHURCH NEWS & NOTES 



Page 12 Good News from FUP April 2009 

 

More Thank Yous 

Dear Faith United Parish, 

Thank you for your donation of aluminum tabs.  Your generosity and 

thoughtfulness will help make a difference in the lives of the children we 

serve and further our mission in providing specialized orthopaedic care 

to children at no cost.  By working together we can put the joys of 

childhood into the life of every child and help more kids defy the odds. 

With deepest gratitude, 

The Board of Governors & Staff 

 

Dear Faith United Parish, 

Thank you for your contribution of $200.00 to Habitat for Humanity 

North Central Massachusetts.  Your donation is very much appreciated. 

Because of Habitat for Humanity of North Central Massachusetts, lives 

of families in need are changed forever.  Families experience the pride 

and responsibility of home ownership.  Children thrive as they live in 

secure, well-built homes.  Volunteers and donors experience the pride 

and solidarity of accomplishing worthwhile goals.  Neighborhoods are 

revitalized and communities benefit from committed new homeowners 

and an improved tax base. 

Your commitment to helping fund affordable housing is very important 

to our work.  We are grateful for your support, faith in our mission, and 

your partnership. 

Sincerely, 

William E. Scheid, President & Megan Foley, Executive Director 

 

 

CHURCH NEWS & NOTES 
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Tale of Three Trees 

Our talented friends at the Awakening Dance Company and Guidance, 

Inc. will be performing the traditional Tale of Three trees leading up to 

9ŀǎǘŜǊΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǇƛŜŎŜΣ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǎŜŜ ƛǘ 

this year. 

Performances will be:  Sat. April 4 at 7:00 PM, Sun. April 5 at 2:00 PM, 

Fri. April 10 at 3:00 and 7:00 PM.  All performances will be held in 

Phillips Hall at First Parish Church, 923 Main Street, Fitchburg.  Tickets 

are $7 in advance, $10 at the door.  See Jen Potts for more information. 

 

Secret Garden 

Cornerstone Performing Arts Center presents Frances Hodgson 

.ǳǊƴŜǘǘΩǎ ¢ƘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘ DŀǊŘŜƴ όŀŘŀǇǘŜŘ ōȅ {ȅƭǾƛŀ !ǎōōȅύΦ  tŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜǎ 

will be held Thurs. April 30 at 7 PM, Fri. May 1 at 7 PM, Sat. May 2 at 7 

PM, Sun. May 3 at 2 PM, Fri. May 8 at 7 PM, Sat. May 9 at 2 PM, and Sun 

May 10 at 2 PM.  All performances will be held in Phillips Hall at First 

Parish Church, 923 Main Street, Fitchburg.  Tickets are $10 for April 30 

and $18 ($15 for students and seniors) for all other performances.  See 

Jen Potts for more information. 

 
 

CHURCH NEWS & NOTES 
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Easter Flowers 

We will once again be beautifying our sanctuary for Easter Sunday with 

lilies and tulips purchased by members of the congregation in memory 

ƻǊ ƘƻƴƻǊ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƻǊŘŜǊ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘƛǎ 

form and return it to the church office with a check for the appropriate 

amount by Sunday, April 5th.  All orders must be received before then.    

Please print legibly exactly as you would like it to appear in the Easter 

bulletin.  You may also call or email the church office. 

Lilies are $12.50  τ  Tulips are $9 

Flower 1:     

o Lily ($12.50)    o  Tulip ($9)    

Given By:  

_____________________________________________________ 

In Honor or In Loving Memory of:  

____________________________________________________ 

Flower 2:     

o Lily ($12.50)    o  Tulip ($9)    

Given By:  

_____________________________________________________ 

In Honor or In Loving Memory of:  

_____________________________________________________ 
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Flower 3:     

o Lily ($12.50)    o  Tulip ($9)    

Given By:  

_____________________________________________________ 

In Honor or In Loving Memory of:  

_____________________________________________________ 

Flower 4:     

o Lily ($12.50)    o  Tulip ($9)    

Given By:  

_____________________________________________________ 

In Honor or In Loving Memory of:  

_____________________________________________________ 

Flower 5:     

o Lily ($12.50)    o  Tulip ($9)    

Given By:  

_____________________________________________________ 

In Honor or In Loving Memory of:  

_____________________________________________________ 
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Christian summer camps can be a life-changing opportunity for our 

young people (as well as the adults who either attend camp or volunteer 

at them).  So many adults really found out what being a Christian was all 

ŀōƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŎŀƳǇ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ /ǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΦ  

Unfortunately, summer camps can be expensive to run in a quality 

fashion.  With financial strain already being placed on families, it may be 

difficult for some children to attend camp this year.   

Recognizing the importance of this vital ministry, the Diaconate has 

made available funds to help defray the cost of camping for families 

who otherwise would not be able to afford it.  If you need some help 

sending your child to a Christian summer camp this summer, please 

speak with Pastor Justin.  We want every child to have an opportunity to 

go! 

Our two denominations (UCC and UMC) have rich traditions of camping 

ministry.  As we receive brochures from the denominationally-affiliated 

ŎŀƳǇǎΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜΦ  ²ŀǘŎƘ 

the newsletter as well for more information on the various programs. 

 

Camp Aldersgate 

The 2009 Camp Aldersgate Brochure is here!!!  This year features our 

ƴŜǿ /ŀƳǇŜǊΩǎ /ƘƻƛŎŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ŎŀƳǇŜǊǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ 

programs and when to come to camp.  Campers who come for programs 

like Fishing Camp, Sports Camp, Water Adventure, and Basketball Camp 

have four weeks to choose from this summer.  Our adventure-series 

camps, where campers live in tents in the woods, are offered every 

week.  Of course, no summer camp would be complete without old 

SUMMER CAMPS 
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favorites like Living Arts Horse Camp, and Leadership Camp.  Camp 

Aldersgate also offers family camps for parents and children or 

grandparents and grandchildren.  Registration forms are included in the 

brochures, or you can register online at www.campaldersgate.com.  Call 

Camp Aldersgate at 401-568-4350 for more information. 

 

Our Other Camps 

Affiliated with the United Church of Christ 

Geneva Point Center:  108 Geneva Point Road, Moultonborough, NH 

03254, Phone: (603)253-4366, www.genevapoint.org 

Horton Center:  PO Box J, Gorham, NH 03581, Phone: (603) 225-6647, 

www.hortoncenter.org 

Star Island:  30 Middle Street, Portsmouth, NH 03801, Phone: (603) 430-

6272 , www.starisland.org 

 

Affiliated with the United Methodist Church 

Rolling Ridge Retreat and Conference Center: 660 Great Pond Rd., 

North Andover, MA 01845, Phone: (978) 682-8815, 

www.rollingridge.org 

Camp Mechuwana: P.O. Box 277, Winthrop, ME 04364-0277, Phone: 

(207) 377-2924, www.mechuana.org 

Wanakee United Methodist Center:  75 Upper New Hampton Road 

Meredith, NH 03253-9516, Phone: 603-279-7950, www.wanakee.org 
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