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Good News from 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ 5Ŝǎƪ 

I love Spring!  I love the greens (and yellows and whites) that emerge 
from months of dreary brown.  I love the sunshine that brightens the sky 
and warms the air.  A few days ago I cleaned my office window from the 
dirt and grime of the winter.  Admittedly, my view through that window 
ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘΦ  L ǎŜŜ ŀƴ ƻƭŘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƴƻǘ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ 
ōŜŀǳǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ǿƛƴȅƭ ǎƛŘƛƴƎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ ǇŜŀƭƛƴƎ ƻŦŦΦ  Lǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ 
.ƻǎǘƻƴ ǎƪȅƭƛƴŜ L ƻƴŎŜ ǎŀǿ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǿƛƴŘƻǿΦ  .ǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ 
something about looking out that clean window with the sun shining, 
the sky as blue as could be, and a tree greening up in the distance.   

.ǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀǳǘȅ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊƳǘƘΦ  L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǇŜ ƻŦ 
new possibilities as shown with the growth of the trees and flowers.  If 
only our lives could be like that, full of simple possibility for newness 
and growth.   

ά{ƻ ƛŦ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ƛǎ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΥ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƻƭŘ Ƙŀǎ 
ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀǿŀȅΤ ǎŜŜΣ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƴŜǿΗέ  

(2 Corinthians 5:17) 
 

This verse featured prominently in our Five Practices Small Groups as 
each group focused on Intentional Development during Lent.  Perhaps 
we could state it negatively first:  Without Christ, we are just the same 
ŀǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻ ƘƻǇŜ ƻŦ ǊŜƴŜǿŀƭ ƻǊ ƴŜǿƴŜǎǎΤ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ 
myriad in the past.  But with Christ, we are  a new creation.  We are a 
new Spring day bursting with hope and possibility.  All that dreary 
brown for what seems like an eternity in our lives is being renewed in 
and through Christ Jesus.  Imagine the possibility.  Imagine the hope.  
Imagine the newness of life lived in Christ. 
 

Faith United 
Focused on 
   spiritual  growth, fellowship, and human need 
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Focused on 
   spiritual  growth, fellowship, and human need 

You likely know me well enough by now that you might be expecting 
what is about to come.  As concerned as I am about our own faith, I am 
also concerned about the church.  The church universal and our own 
beloved Faith United Parish.  I believe this promise of new life in Christ 
ōŜƎƛƴǎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǎǇǊŜŀŘǎ ƻǳǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴŀƭƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ  LǘΩǎ 
easy to see change as negative or as questioning the validity of the past.  
But what if we say change instead in the terms of Spring and in the 
ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎΚ  ²Ƙŀǘ ƛŦ ǿŜ ǎŀȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŀǎ ŀƴ 
invitation to possibility and new life springing forth? 

¢ƻ ŎƭƻǎŜΣ LΩƭƭ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΦ  aȅ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǇŜƴǘ ŀǘ 
First United Methodist Church in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania first as a 
member and then as an intern for two years.  During that time, I got to 
ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǿŜƭƭΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ȅƻǳΩŘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ 
similarity to our own, both being built in the style of Trinity Church in 
Copley Square.  That church was the society church of its day complete 
with incredibly wealth industrialists.  One of my favorite rooms was 
used as a library while I was there.  But its original purpose was as a 
large Sunday school room likely seating a couple hundred people on two 
levels.  It had a beautiful stained glass skylight which had been covered 
over because of the high maintenance cost.  When the room was 
ŎƻƴǾŜǊǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфрлΩǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŜƴƻǊƳƻǳǎ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ 
chandelier and table were custom built by a member of the church 
ŀŘŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфслΩǎΦ  !ǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ 
gather in huge oversized chairs.  It really was quite impressive.  By the 
ǘƛƳŜ L Ǝƻǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘŀōƭŜ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǳǎŜŘ ƳǳŎƘ ŀƴȅ 
more.   

This year, FUMC will begin renovations on that room as well as much of 
the church.  Just as enormous Sunday school rooms became outmoded, 
ǎƻ ǘƻƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻƳ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ŀ 
larger space.  With that, the custom-made chandelier, table, and chairs 
are no longer needed.  The table and chairs were listed on eBay for sale.  
A couple in New Jersey were willing to pay the $5,000 cost and pay to 
have the furniture moved to their loft apartment.   

!ǎ L ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΣ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ ōǳǘ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ 
ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ ǿƘƻ ōǳƛƭǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇƛŜŎŜǎ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜΦ  IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ 
small excerpt of that newsletter: 
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ά5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΣ ǿŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘŜŘ .ƻō /ƻǘƘǊŀƴ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ǊŜǘƛǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǾŜǎ 
in Knoxville, TN. He was surprised to learn that the furniture was still in 
use after more than 40 years! When we told him our plans to sell the 
furniture on eBay, he followed the process and was delighted to learn 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ōǳȅŜǊΦ IŜ ǿǊƻǘŜ ŀŦǘŜǊǿŀǊŘΥ ΨLǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
pleasure to me to know that the Library pieces will continue to have a 
ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ƭƛŦŜ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜΦΩ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƎƭŀŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ 
our church heritage and to celebrate past congregations that valued 
books and education. Now we have an opportunity to create a new 
space that is responsive to the needs of the current congregation and 
members of the local community. In the coming weeks and months, the 
Leadership Council, NOW groups, and staff will creatively develop and 
ŦǳǊƴƛǎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇŀŎŜΦ ¸ƻǳǊ ƛƴǇǳǘ ƛǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΦέ 

The furniture in that room was beautiful and was at one time just what 
the congregation needed in that space.  Times change with new people 
and new needs.  We have two options.  We can stay in the comfort of 
ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ƻǊ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƛƴǾƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƴŜǿ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ ƘƛƳΦ 

Which option will we chose? 

 

Lƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƴŜǿƴŜǎǎΣ 
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On April 25, the team will be spending a full day at an off-site retreat.  
This large chunk of time will be devoted to planning our transformation 
over the coming months.  We will be thinking about some big changes, 
but also some small ones that can make a big difference.   We have a full 
day planned that includes leadership by our UCC area minister, the Rev. 
Dr. Peter Wells.  We hope that the day will be transformative, spiritually 
uplifting and will generate tangible actions that can lead to positive 
change in our church! 

 

Spring is a season of growth and change.  We ask that you continue to 
pray for our transformation team as we enter this season.  Let your 
ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ōŜ ǘƘŜ άƳƛǊŀŎƭŜ ƎǊƻǿέ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΗ 

 

More to follow after the retreat! 

 

 

TRANSFORMATION TEAM NEWS 
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Carolyn Candiello 

As one of the leaders of the transformation team, I am frequently 
thinking about change ς what can we do to help fulfill our missionτhow 
can we help others find the joy that comes from being part of a church 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΚ  LǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ōƛƎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ ōǳǘ L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛǘΩǎ 
equally important to think about those small changes that we can all 
makeτchanges that lead to big things. 

L ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ōƻƻƪ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά{Ƴŀƭƭ /ƘŀƴƎŜέ ōȅ {ǳǎŀƴ ŀƴŘ [ŀǊǊȅ 
Terkel.  I picked it up after listening to the authors on public radio.  The 
ǇǊŜƳƛǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōǘƛǘƭŜ ƛǎ άƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ōƛƎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜέΦ  Lǘ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǇƭŀƴŜ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ 
from New York to Los Angeles.  If the flight path is off by just one degree 
ς an angle so small it would be difficult to draw it on paper ς the plane 
would land closer to Tijuana, Mexico, than L.A.!  So it is with our lives ς if 
we are off by just a small amount, we can miss our mark by miles. 

I read this book a couple of years ago and have since implemented many 
άǎƳŀƭƭ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎέ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜΦ  aƻǎǘƭȅΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜƭŦ 
improvementτfor example, always wanting to lose those 5 pounds, I 
decided to trade milk for cream in my coffee and give up the teaspoon 
of sugar that went with it.  Over the past year it has saved me about 
7000 calories ς ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜǉǳƛǾŀƭŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘǿƻ ǇƻǳƴŘǎΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭΣ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ 
ǇŀƛƴƭŜǎǎ άǿŜƛƎƘέ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǿŜƛƎƘǘ όƻƪŀȅτŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜ ǇǳƴΗύ  !ŦǘŜǊ 
ǎǘǳŘȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ CƛǾŜ tǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎΣ LΩǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ 
my faith.  As someone who is on the road a minimum of 2 hours every 
day, I decided to add prayer to my commute.  On a certain stretch of 
495, I turn the radio off and pray for those on my list.  In the first month, 
this has resulted in over 4 hours of prayer time!  A bumper sticker I 
ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǎŀǿ ƛƴ Iƻǳǎǘƻƴ ǊŜŀŘΣ ά.Ŝ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǿƻǊƭŘέΦ  LΩǾŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŀǘ L Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǘƘŜ 
change I want to see in our church. 

The Five Practices for Fruitful Congregation brought forth many small 
changes in our church.  These have included name tags, prayer buddies, 

SMALL CHANGES 
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Bible 101 and the introduction of a support group for the unemployed 
just to name a few.   I urge you to think about one of the practices and 
consider making one small change over the next month.   Be the change 
you want to see in the church.  Which practice appealed to you most ς 
was it passionate worship?  If so, what can you do to make worship 
more passionate for yourself ς ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ƛǘΩǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 
church and contemplating its meaning in your life.  Or you may want to 
think about radical hospitality ς ƳŀȅōŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ 
ǇƘƻƴŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƻǊ ƛƴǾƛǘƛƴƎ 
someone to experience worship with you on Sunday.  Just think about it 
ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘ ς if its works, 
make it a habit and then start a new change. 

During Lent, Justin gave us real examples of how to live each of the 
ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŜƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ [Ŝƴǘ ς continue to think about ways 
ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ  ¢Ǌȅ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ 
we can make a big difference! 

 



 

 

Page 7 Good News from FUP May 2009 

Flowers 

wƘƻƴŘŀ bŜŦƻǊŀǎ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ άŦƭƻǿŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƻŦ aŀȅΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ 

know of anyone that is in need of cheer or celebration, please contact 

Nancy. 

 

 

 

DIACONATE NEWS 
Members: Nancy Flinkstrom (978)386-7218; Ursula Irfan (978)342-8435;   

Susan Patterson (978) 343-0301; Bertie Shamrell (978) 696-5828;  
Olney & Betty Shepard (978-466-7560); Richard Sleeper (978)534-8281; 

Carol Maki (978) 582-4883;  Rhonda Neforas (978) 549-8109 

 

 

Visitors Welcome 

Virginia Weeks 

The Highlands 

Nichols Road, 2nd Floor 

Fitchburg 

Phone Calls & Mail Welcome 

John & Dorothy Lukas 

38 Alpine Road 

Fitchburg 

(978) 342-6304 

Prayer Chain 

Anyone with prayer concerns, please call Arline Finch at (978) 343-9271 

or email the church at pastor@faithunitedparish.com.  

Job Seekers Group Forming 

A new job seekers group will be forming for people in our own church 

as well as those in our community who are searching for jobs.  Initially, 

it will be a discussion and support group that may blossom into all sorts 

of things.  If you are currently seeking employment or know someone 

who is, why not come to our job seekers group? 

 

Wednesdays @ 2:00 PM, Faith United Parish 
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 OUTREACH NEWS 
aƛǎǎƛƻƴΥ  ά²Ŝ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǇŜƴ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜέΦ  

The Outreach Committee meets the third Thursday of each month at 

2:00 PM.  Chairperson: Jean Shapland.  Members:  Pat Goguen, Shahnaz 

Gravel, Sharon Kask, Judy Miller, Ada Nurmi, Dwen Robinson. 

 

 

Upcoming Events and Activities 

 

May 3τMay 10, Volunteers needed for coverage and meals at MIHN.   

 

May 10Σ aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ ŀƴŘ .ƭŀƴƪŜǘ {ǳƴŘŀȅΦ 

 

June 4, 1st Thursday, FUP will offer cookies, brownies, and cupcakes 

with lemonade and iced tea to the public.  There will be a free will 

ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ WƻŜΩǎ YƛŘǎΦ  ²ŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 

contributions of food. 

 

June 7Σ Iŀōƛǘŀǘ ŦƻǊ IǳƳŀƴƛǘȅ ǿƻǊƪ ŘŀȅΦ  ²ŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ǘƘŜ 

Habitat home in Gardner from 1τ5 pm.  Sign-ups will be posted in May. 

 

June 21Σ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ ŀƴŘ ¢ƻƻƭǎ ŦƻǊ IƻǇŜ {ǳƴŘŀȅΦ  [ƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ 

materials in the June newsletter and during worship. 
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 WORSHIP & MUSIC NEWS 
Chairperson: Dick Sleeper.  Music Director:  Horacio Castro.  Members:  

Christine Meleo, Ying Chen, Ellen Guglietti, Jennifer Potts, Meredith 
Patterson, Abigail Locher and Alex Potts. 

 

 

 

 

 

50 Days of Easter? You Must Be 
Kidding! 

by Daniel Benedict 

American Christians are pretty 
much oriented to one-day 
celebrations. We celebrate 
Christmas for one day and Easter 
for one day. That Christmas is 
twelve days and Easter is fifty days 
are factoids, but not our lived 
experience. However, the 
lectionary and calendar do provide 
for extended celebration of the 
incarnation and the Resurrection. 
May 3, 2009 marks the Fourth 
Sunday of Easter and continues the 
uncompromised joy of Christians in 
response to the outcome of Jesus' 
passion that lasts for 50 days and is 
celebrated by calling every Sunday 
the Lord's Day (of Resurrection).   

Easter @ Faith United 
 
At Faith United Parish this year 
during the month of May and the 
season of Easter we have several 
things going on to remind us of our 
hope in Christ.  May 3-мл ǿŜΩƭƭ 
again be the hosts at the 
Montachusett Interfaith Hospitality 
Network.  Betty and Olney Shepard 
will renew their vows on May 10th 
as they celebrate their 50th 
wedding anniversary.  May 10th 
ǿŜΩƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ 
and provide blankets to those in 
need through the Church World 
{ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ά.ƭŀƴƪŜǘ {ǳƴŘŀȅέ 
program.  And on May 17th, baby 
Justin will be baptized by our 
United Methodist bishop, Rev. Dr. 
Peter Weaver. 
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by MaryJane Pierce Norton 

On Sunday, May 31, 2009, Christian 
churches celebrate Pentecost. For 
Christians, Pentecost occurs fifty 
days after Easter. On that day, the 
church celebrates the happenings 
recorded in the New Testament 
Book of Acts, chapter 2. Notice 
when you go into church, the 
changes in colors in the sanctuary. 
Red is the color of Pentecost, and it 
signifies the tongues of flames seen 
over the heads of those praying 
together. The Scripture also tells us 
that the sound of the blowing of a 
violent wind filled the house where 
they were praying. In addition to 
the color red, churches often 
display tongues of flame and 
symbols of the wind on banners 
and posters. 

In Scripture, we read that the 
believers were filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to go into the 
streets telling of Jesus to all those 
they met. Following Peter's 
sermon, many were baptized; and 
the church began to grow. Because 
of this, we call Pentecost, "the 
birthday of the church." 

In our families, we may have 
elaborate celebrations of Christmas 
and Easter, but fail to celebrate 
Pentecost. However, without 
Pentecost, we wouldn't have the 
church. It is worthwhile to spend 
time in family devotions and 
celebrations for this church holy 
day that helps us remember how 
the church began. 

 

Celebrating Pentecost in the Home 

What can you do in your family to celebrate Pentecost? 

τRead together Acts 2:1-40. Ask each family member to tell of one 
thing he or she will try to remember from the Scripture reading. 
τMake a Pentecost cake to celebrate the birth of the church. Tint icing 
red and decorate. Place candles in clusters to symbolize the flames. 
τEnjoy wind activities together. Make and fly a kite. Sit outside at dusk 
and feel the wind on your faces. 
τVisit an older member of your church. Ask your church friend to tell 
you about memories of how your church started, of memories of Sun-
day school, and of memories of people who were important to his or 
her faith formation. 
- Decorate your home by making red banners, posters, or pictures. 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS 
 

Elementary & Tween Sunday School 

B.I.G. Idea: We believe that stories of the Spirit promise us that the Holy 
Spirit is present in our lives.  
B.I.G. Theme: Stories of the Spirit  
Bible Verse: άThe fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness and self-ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭΦέ 
Galatians 5:22-23  
 
May 3, 2009:  Ezekiel-Dry BonesτEzekiel 37:1-14 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŜŜƪ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ 9ȊŜƪƛŜƭ ƛƴ ŀ ǾŀƭƭŜȅ ƻŦ ŘǊȅ ōƻƴŜǎΦ 5ŜƳ 
bones dem bones dem dry bones. 
 

May 10, 2009: Fruit of the Spirit (Love, Joy, Peace)τGalatians 5:22-23  
¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŜŜƪ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ CǊǳƛǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΦ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ǎǘŀǊǘ 
with Love, Joy, and Peace. Qualities like these are how others see 
DƻŘΩǎ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƛƴ ǳǎΦ  

 
May 17, 2009: Fruit of the Spirit (Patience, Kindness, Generosity)τ
Galatians 5:22-23  

¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ CǊǳƛǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪΦ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ 
move on to Patience, Kindness, and Generosity. How can you show 
others these fruits.  
 

May 24, 2009: Memorial Day WeekendτNo Sunday School 

 
May 31, 2009: Children & Youth SundayτNo Sunday School 
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CHURCH NEWS & NOTES 
 

May Birthdays 
 

2 Nancy Flinkstrom 
3 Steven Cormier 
4 Amy Giambrocco 
6 Shannon Cormier 

12      Vincent Locher 
12      Tyler Stokes 
22      Barbara Lyon 
23      Althea Sumner 
24      Albert Gibb 
29      Joshua Irfan   
 

 

June Newsletter Deadline: May 20th 

Please remember to submit all your items for our church newsletter by 

May 20th.   

The newsletter is only as good as the information provided in it! 

Secret Garden 

Cornerstone Performing Arts Center presents Frances Hodgson Bur-

ƴŜǘǘΩǎ ¢ƘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘ DŀǊŘŜƴ όŀŘŀǇǘŜŘ ōȅ {ȅƭǾƛŀ !ǎōōȅύΦ  tŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ 

be held Thurs. April 30 at 7 PM, Fri. May 1 at 7 PM, Sat. May 2 at 7 PM, 

Sun. May 3 at 2 PM, Fri. May 8 at 7 PM, Sat. May 9 at 2 PM, and Sun 

May 10 at 2 PM.  All performances will be held in Phillips Hall at First 

Parish Church, 923 Main Street, Fitchburg.  Tickets are $10 for April 30 

and $18 ($15 for students and seniors) for all other performances.  See 

Jen Potts for more information. 
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 CHURCH NEWS & NOTES 

Baptism 

hƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ aŀȅ мтǘƘΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ WǳǎǘƛƴΩǎ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ 

church.  In order that Pastor Justin can fully participate as the daddy, 

Bishop Weaver will be here to baptize Justin and to preach.  This may be 

a time when some of our members want to offer a gift.  Please know 

ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻ ƎƛŦǘ ƛǎ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ WǳǎǘƛƴΩǎ 

baptism, Pastor Justin and Ying would prefer an offering to Heifer 

LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ 

would receive the gifts Heifer brings.     

 

Baptism 

On Sunday, April 19th, we celebrated with the Palmer family as Olivia 

Palmer, daughter of Amanda Palmer and Jordan and Sophia Palmer, 

daughters of Justin and Cheryl Palmer were baptized.  Congratulations 

Olivia, Jordan, Sophia as well as their parents and grandparents.   

 

You Are Cordially Invited 

On Sunday, May 10th, you are cordially invited to the renewal of vows 

between Betty and Olney Shepard as they celebrate their 50th wedding 

anniversary.  Betty and Olney will renew their vows during the regular 

10:00 AM worship service.  Another way of making Easter truly a season 

of hope.  Everyone is also invited to a special coffee hour in their honor 

following the worship service. 
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First Quarter 2009 Financial News 

Income 
Pledges ς Our pledges during the first quarter are down about $2,000 
from our budget. This is primarily due to parishioner financial hardships 
due to the recession. Several parishioners have been laid off and are 
going through trying times. Please keep all people experiencing financial 
hardship during this recession in your prayers. 

Special offering (brown envelopes) ς Thanks to all of you who 
contributed to the request for a special offering. You contributed over 
$600 which puts us on track with our budget. 

Expenses 
Heating ς Heating the building during the first quarter has always been 
one of our largest expenses. Worshiping in the Parish Hall and 
installation of two new boilers has helped, but we still spent over 
$10,000 for heat and hot water during the first quarter.  The two new 
boilers were inadequate to quickly bring the building up to temperature 
on the coldest Sunday mornings, and therefore, had to be turn on 
earlier. Some of our Sunday school classrooms never got up to a 
comfortable temperature on cold mornings. The building committee has 
arranged for installation of a third boiler. This should make the Parish 
Hall and classrooms comfortable on cold mornings while saving on fuel 
bills. The third boiler should pay for itself in fuel savings and we are also 
getting a $1,000 rebate on the installation of a high efficiency boiler. 

Long-Term Outlook 
Our long-term financial outlook has not changed. We need $20,000-

40,000 in additional pledge income to avoid further cutbacks next year. 

Please pray for other alternatives so that we can maintain our ministry. 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
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