Good News from Faith United
Focused on %ﬁ%@éi& \@\\Sss%\ and human need

Looking to help those in need? Check out the important dates
for our Outreach Committee on Page 8.

50 Days of Easter? Check out the explanation on Page 9 .
How to celebrate Pentecost (May 31) on Page 10.

First Quarter financial update on Page 14.

&Q This newsletter is printed on paper with 30% recycled content. Please do your part by recycling.
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I love Spring! | love the greens (and yellows and whites) that emerge

from months of dreary brown. | love the sunshine that brightens the sky

and warms the air. A few days ago | cleaned my office window from the

dirt and grime of the winter. Admittedly, my view through that window
Aay Qi GKS 3ANBFGSahqo L &aSSsS |y 2f
0Shdzie 6AGK GKS @Ayet aARAYy3 | dz
.2a02y aletAyS L 2yO0S alg FNRY
something about looking out that clean window with the sun shining,

the sky as blue as could be, and a tree greening up in the distance.

.dzi AGQA Y2NB GKFEYy 2dzald GKS 0S|I «
new possibilities as shown with the growth of the trees and flowers. If

only our lives could be like that, full of simple possibility for newness

and growth.

G{2 AT lyez2yS Aa Ay |/
LI aaSR I ¢g+&T aSSs
(2 Corinthians 5:17)

This verse featured prominently in our Five Practices Small Groups as

each group focused on Intentional Development during Lent. Perhaps

we could state it negatively first: Without Christ, we are just the same

Fa 6SQ@S ftgleéa 0SSy GAOK y2 K2I
myriad in the past. But with Christ, we are a new creation. We are a

new Spring day bursting with hope and possibility. All that dreary

brown for what seems like an eternity in our lives is being renewed in

and through Christ Jesus. Imagine the possibility. Imagine the hope.
Imagine the newness of life lived in Christ.
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You likely know me well enough by now that you might be expecting

what is about to come. As concerned as | am about our own faith, | am

also concerned about the church. The church universal and our own

beloved Faith United Parish. | believe this promise of new life in Christ
0S3IAya AYRAGARdzZ tf& FyR (KSy &L
easy to see change as negative or as questioning the validity of the past.

But what if we say change instead in the terms of Spring and in the
GSN¥ya 27F tldzZ Qa ¢g2NRa (G2 GKS / 21
invitation to possibility and new life springing forth?

¢2 Of2aSs LQff &aKFENB GKA& alz2NE
First United Methodist Church in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania first as a
member and then as an intern for two years. During that time, | got to
1y26 GKS 0dzZAf RAY3 |jdzAGS Sttt o l
similarity to our own, both being built in the style of Trinity Church in
Copley Square. That church was the society church of its day complete
with incredibly wealth industrialists. One of my favorite rooms was

used as a library while | was there. But its original purpose was as a

large Sunday school room likely seating a couple hundred people on two
levels. It had a beautiful stained glass skylight which had been covered
over because of the high maintenance cost. When the room was

O2y@BSNIUISR Ayiu2 | ftA0NIYNEB Ay GKS
chandelier and table were custom built by a member of the church
I RRSR Ay GKS mMpcnQao I NP dzy R K¢

gather in huge oversized chairs. It really was quite impressive. By the
GAYS L 320G GKSNBX GKS f A0NFNE |\
more.

This year, FUMC will begin renovations on that room as well as much of

the church. Just as enormous Sunday school rooms became outmoded,

a2 (22 KI @S OKdz2NOK fAONI NXASao (
larger space. With that, the custom-made chandelier, table, and chairs

are no longer needed. The table and chairs were listed on eBay for sale.

A couple in New Jersey were willing to pay the $5,000 cost and pay to

have the furniture moved to their loft apartment.

a4 L NBIFIR KS FNIAOES Ay GKSANI
GKS NBFOGAZ2Y 2F (GUKS FStt26 6K2
small excerpt of that newsletter:
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in Knoxville, TN. He was surprised to learn that the furniture was still in

use after more than 40 years! When we told him our plans to sell the
furniture on eBay, he followed the process and was delighted to learn
GKFGdG ¢S KFR | 0dz2SNY IS gNRBGS |-
pleasure to me to know that the Library pieces will continue to have a

dza S¥dzAf fATFTS a2YSHKSNBEPQ 2SS | NB :
our church heritage and to celebrate past congregations that valued

books and education. Now we have an opportunity to create a new

space that is responsive to the needs of the current congregation and
members of the local community. In the coming weeks and months, the
Leadership Council, NOW groups, and staff will creatively develop and
FdZNYyA&GK GKAA aLl OSo 2 dzNJ Ay LJdzi

5

The furniture in that room was beautiful and was at one time just what

the congregation needed in that space. Times change with new people

and new needs. We have two options. We can stay in the comfort of

GKS LI ad 2N 6S OFy | OOSLIi WSadz ¢
Which option will we chose?

LY / KNA&GQE ySsySaax

=
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TRANSFORMATION TEAM NEWS

On April 25, the team will be spending a full day at an off-site retreat.
This large chunk of time will be devoted to planning our transformation
over the coming months. We will be thinking about some big changes,
but also some small ones that can make a big difference. We have a full
day planned that includes leadership by our UCC area minister, the Rev.
Dr. Peter Wells. We hope that the day will be transformative, spiritually
uplifting and will generate tangible actions that can lead to positive
change in our church!

Spring is a season of growth and change. We ask that you continue to
pray for our transformation team as we enter this season. Let your
LINY 8SNE 0SS GKS GYANI OfS INRgE T:

More to follow after the retreat!
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SMALL CHANGES

Carolyn Candiello

As one of the leaders of the transformation team, | am frequently

thinking about change ¢ what can we do to help fulfill our missiont how

can we help others find the joy that comes from being part of a church
O2YYdzy Al e K LiQa AYLERNIFyd G2 Gf
equally important to think about those small changes that we can all

makeT changes that lead to big things.

L KFE@S + 06221 AY Y& fAONINE GAG
Terkel. | picked it up after listening to the authors on public radio. The
LINSYAAS 2F (GKS 06221 YR GKS &dzi
YF1{S I 6A3 RAFTFFSNByOS: o LG adtb
from New York to Los Angeles. If the flight path is off by just one degree

¢ an angle so small it would be difficult to draw it on paper ¢ the plane
would land closer to Tijuana, Mexico, than L.A.! So it is with our lives ¢ if

we are off by just a small amount, we can miss our mark by miles.

| read this book a couple of years ago and have since implemented many
dGavylftt OKFy3aSaé¢ Ay Yeé tAFSo a2
improvementt for example, always wanting to lose those 5 pounds, |
decided to trade milk for cream in my coffee and give up the teaspoon

of sugar that went with it. Over the past year it has saved me about

7000 caloriesc2 NJ 6 KS SljdzA @1t Syd 2F (g2
LI Ayt Saa agSAITKE 102 dod RYWIONIR fK S& 3.2 :
dddzReAYy3a GKS CAGS tNIXOGAOSAZI L Qf
my faith. As someone who is on the road a minimum of 2 hours every

day, | decided to add prayer to my commute. On a certain stretch of

495, | turn the radio off and pray for those on my list. In the first month,

this has resulted in over 4 hours of prayer time! A bumper sticker |
NBEOSyife alg¢g Ay |1 2dzad2y NBFRI a.
g2NI R @ LQ@PS NBFfte& (dK2dza3KaG 0
change | want to see in our church.

The Five Practices for Fruitful Congregation brought forth many small
changes in our church. These have included name tags, prayer buddies,
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Bible 101 and the introduction of a support group for the unemployed

just to name a few. | urge you to think about one of the practices and
consider making one small change over the next month. Be the change

you want to see in the church. Which practice appealed to you most ¢

was it passionate worship? If so, what can you do to make worship

more passionate foryourself (LIS NK I LJA A 1 Qa NBI RAY
church and contemplating its meaning in your life. Or you may want to
think about radical hospitalitycYF €6 S A dQa | avYl ff
LIK2yS OFft (2 a2YS2yS 6K2 KI ayQi
someone to experience worship with you on Sunday. Just think about it

Fa 2yS avrftt OKFy3S GKI gifidgodk NB
make it a habit and then start a new change.

During Lent, Justin gave us real examples of how to live each of the

LIN: OGAOSao 5 2 y Qqronfin@eiio thinkakoat w&s/ R
GKIFIG @2dz Oy YIFI1S I RAFTFSNByOS®
we can make a big difference!
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DIACONATE NEWS
Members: Nancy Flinkstrom (978)386-7218; Ursula Irfan (978)342-8435;
Susan Patterson (978) 343-0301; Bertie Shamrell (978) 696-5828;
Olney & Betty Shepard (978-466-7560); Richard Sleeper (978)534-8281;
Carol Maki (978) 582-4883; Rhonda Neforas (978) 549-8109

Prayer Chain

Anyone with prayer concerns, please call Arline Finch at (978) 343-9271
or email the church at pastor@faithunitedparish.com.

Visitors Welcome Phone Calls & Mail Welcome
Virginia Weeks John & Dorothy Lukas
The Highlands 38 Alpine Road
Nichols Road, 2nd Floor Fitchburg
Fitchburg

(978) 342-6304
Flowers
WK2YRIFI bSF2Nl & Aa 2dzNJ aFf 26 SN LX

know of anyone that is in need of cheer or celebration, please contact
Nancy.

Job Seekers Group Forming

A new job seekers group will be forming for people in our own church
as well as those in our community who are searching for jobs. Initially,
it will be a discussion and support group that may blossom into all sorts
of things. If you are currently seeking employment or know someone

who is, why not come to our job seekers group?

Wednesdays @ 2:00 PM, Faith United Parish
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OUTREACH NEWS
alaairzyy G2S NBIFOK 2dzi #gA0K 2L
The Outreach Committee meets the third Thursday of each month at
2:00 PM. Chairperson: Jean Shapland. Members: Pat Goguen, Shahnaz
Gravel, Sharon Kask, Judy Miller, Ada Nurmi, Dwen Robinson.

Upcoming Events and Activities

May 31 May 10, Volunteers needed for coverage and meals at MIHN.
May10> a2 (i KSNRa 5F& yR .fly1Sd {
June 4, 1st Thursday, FUP will offer cookies, brownies, and cupcakes

with lemonade and iced tea to the public. There will be a free will
2FFSNAYI gAGK LINRPOSSRa 3A2Ay3 (2

contributions of food.

June7> I FOoAGEFEG F2NJ I dzYkryAde 62N] R
Habitat home in Gardner from 1t 5 pm. Sign-ups will be posted in May.

June21> ClI 0KSNR& 51& FyR ¢22ta& F2NJ
materials in the June newsletter and during worship.
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WORSHIP & MusIC NEWS

Chairperson: Dick Sleeper. Music Director: Horacio Castro. Members:
Christine Meleo, Ying Chen, Ellen Guglietti, Jennifer Potts, Meredith
Patterson, Abigail Locher and Alex Potts.

50 Days of Easter? You Must Be
Kidding!

by Daniel Benedict

American Christians are pretty
much oriented to one-day
celebrations. We celebrate
Christmas for one day and Easter
for one day. That Christmas is
twelve days and Easter is fifty days
are factoids, but not our lived
experience. However, the
lectionary and calendar do provide
for extended celebration of the
incarnation and the Resurrection.
May 3, 2009 marks the Fourth
Sunday of Easter and continues the
uncompromised joy of Christians in
response to the outcome of Jesus'
passion that lasts for 50 days and is
celebrated by calling every Sunday
the Lord's Day (of Resurrection).
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Easter @ Faith United

At Faith United Parish this year
during the month of May and the
season of Easter we have several
things going on to remind us of our
hope in Christ. May 3-m n
again be the hosts at the
Montachusett Interfaith Hospitality
Network. Betty and Olney Shepard
will renew their vows on May 10"
as they celebrate their 50"
wedding anniversary. May 10"
gSQft f a2z
and provide blankets to those in
need through the Church World
{SNBAOS a.ftly1Si
program. And on May 17", baby
Justin will be baptized by our
United Methodist bishop, Rev. Dr.
Peter Weaver.

May 2009

gSQf

OSt Sol



Celebrating Pentecost in the Home

by MaryJane Pierce Norton In Scripture, we read that the
believers were filled with the Holy

On Sunday, May 31, 2009, Christian Spirit and began to go into the

churches celebrate Pentecost. For  streets telling of Jesus to all those

Christians, Pentecost occurs fifty ~ they met. Following Peter's

days after Easter. On that day, the sermon, many were baptized; and

church celebrates the happenings  the church began to grow. Because

recorded in the New Testament of this, we call Pentecost, "the

Book of Acts, chapter 2. Notice birthday of the church."

when you go into church, the

changes in colors in the sanctuary. In our families, we may have

Red is the color of Pentecost, and it elaborate celebrations of Christmas

signifies the tongues of flames seen and Easter, but fail to celebrate

over the heads of those praying Pentecost. However, without

together. The Scripture also tells us Pentecost, we wouldn't have the

that the sound of the blowing of a  church. It is worthwhile to spend

violent wind filled the house where time in family devotions and

they were praying. In additionto  celebrations for this church holy

the color red, churches often day that helps us remember how

display tongues of flame and the church began.

symbols of the wind on banners

and posters.

What can you do in your family to celebrate Pentecost?

T Read together Acts 2:1-40. Ask each family member to tell of one
thing he or she will try to remember from the Scripture reading.

T Make a Pentecost cake to celebrate the birth of the church. Tint icing
red and decorate. Place candles in clusters to symbolize the flames.

T Enjoy wind activities together. Make and fly a kite. Sit outside at dusk
and feel the wind on your faces.

T Visit an older member of your church. Ask your church friend to tell
you about memories of how your church started, of memories of Sun-
day school, and of memories of people who were important to his or
her faith formation.

- Decorate your home by making red banners, posters, or pictures.
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS

Elementary & Tween Sunday School

B.1.G. IdeaWe believe that stories of the Spirit promise us that the Holy
Spirit is present in our lives.

B.1.G. ThemeStories of the Spirit

Bible VersedrThe fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,

kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness and self-O2 y (i N2 f @ ¢
Galatians 5:22-23

May 3, 2009: Ezekiel-Dry BonesT Ezekiel 37:1-14
¢tKAa 6SS1 e2dzxQft €SFNYy lFoz2dzi 91
bones dem bones dem dry bones.

May 10, 2009: Fruit of the Spirit (Love, Joy, Peace)T Galatians 5:22-23
tKA&a ¢SS e2dzxft o0S3IAYy G2 fSI Ny
with Love, Joy, and Peace. Qualities like these are how others see
D2RQa {LANRG Ay dza®

May 17, 2009: Fruit of the Spirit (Patience, Kindness, Generosity)T

Galatians 5:22-23
L 2dzQft O2yGAydzS € SEFENYyAy3a | 0o2dz
move on to Patience, Kindness, and Generosity. How can you show
others these fruits.

May 24, 2009: Memorial Day WeekendT No Sunday School

May 31, 2009: Children & Youth Sundayt No Sunday School
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CHURCH NEWS & NOTES

May Birthdays 12 Vincent Locher
12 Tyler Stokes
2 Nancy Flinkstrom 22 Barbaralyon
3 Steven Cormier 23 Althea Sumner
4 Amy Giambrocco 24 Albert Gibb
6 Shannon Cormier 29  Joshua Irfan

Secret Garden

Cornerstone Performing Arts Center presents Frances Hodgson Bur-
ySiiQa ¢KS {SONBG DFNRSY o0 RI LI
be held Thurs. April 30 at 7 PM, Fri. May 1 at 7 PM, Sat. May 2 at 7 PM,

Sun. May 3 at 2 PM, Fri. May 8 at 7 PM, Sat. May 9 at 2 PM, and Sun

May 10 at 2 PM. All performances will be held in Phillips Hall at First

Parish Church, 923 Main Street, Fitchburg. Tickets are $10 for April 30

and $18 ($15 for students and seniors) for all other performances. See

Jen Potts for more information.

June Newsletter Deadline: May 20th

Please remember to submit all your items for our church newsletter by

May 20"

The newsletter is only as good as the information provided in it!
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CHURCH NEWS & NOTES

Baptism

hy {dzyRI&>X alé& mTGOKIZ 6SQff 0S O
church. In order that Pastor Justin can fully participate as the daddy,

Bishop Weaver will be here to baptize Justin and to preach. This may be

a time when some of our members want to offer a gift. Please know
GKFG y2 3IAFE Aa ySoOoSaalNEB Fa €t
baptism, Pastor Justin and Ying would prefer an offering to Heifer
LYGSNYIFGA2yFE GKIFG 20KSNJ OKAf RNJ
would receive the gifts Heifer brings.

Baptism

On Sunday, April 19th, we celebrated with the Palmer family as Olivia
Palmer, daughter of Amanda Palmer and Jordan and Sophia Palmer,
daughters of Justin and Cheryl Palmer were baptized. Congratulations
Olivia, Jordan, Sophia as well as their parents and grandparents.

You Are Cordially Invited

On Sunday, May 10th, you are cordially invited to the renewal of vows
between Betty and Olney Shepard as they celebrate their 50th wedding
anniversary. Betty and Olney will renew their vows during the regular
10:00 AM worship service. Another way of making Easter truly a season
of hope. Everyone is also invited to a special coffee hour in their honor
following the worship service.
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FINANCE COMMITTEE

First Quarter 2009 Financial News

Income

Pledges ¢ Our pledges during the first quarter are down about $2,000
from our budget. This is primarily due to parishioner financial hardships
due to the recession. Several parishioners have been laid off and are
going through trying times. Please keep all people experiencing financial
hardship during this recession in your prayers.

Special offering (brown envelopes) ¢ Thanks to all of you who
contributed to the request for a special offering. You contributed over
$600 which puts us on track with our budget.

Expenses

Heating ¢ Heating the building during the first quarter has always been
one of our largest expenses. Worshiping in the Parish Hall and
installation of two new boilers has helped, but we still spent over
$10,000 for heat and hot water during the first quarter. The two new
boilers were inadequate to quickly bring the building up to temperature
on the coldest Sunday mornings, and therefore, had to be turn on
earlier. Some of our Sunday school classrooms never got up to a
comfortable temperature on cold mornings. The building committee has
arranged for installation of a third boiler. This should make the Parish
Hall and classrooms comfortable on cold mornings while saving on fuel
bills. The third boiler should pay for itself in fuel savings and we are also
getting a $1,000 rebate on the installation of a high efficiency boiler.

Long-Term Outlook
Our long-term financial outlook has not changed. We need $20,000-

40,000 in additional pledge income to avoid further cutbacks next year.
Please pray for other alternatives so that we can maintain our ministry.
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