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Good News from 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ 5Ŝǎƪ 

LΩƳ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀƳŀȊŜŘ ōȅ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ L ƭŀŎƪ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƻǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎΦ  
LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ŀƳŀȊŜŘ ƻǊ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ōȅ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ Řƻ 
with computers or the Internet because I understand at least at a high 
ƭŜǾŜƭ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀƳŀȊŜǎ ƳŜ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ 
understand. 

L ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ƻǊ ƘƻǊǘƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƻǊ ōƛƻƭƻƎȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ ōƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ L 
ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ .ƛƻƭƻƎȅ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ŦǊŜǎƘƳŀƴ ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 
provide me with much understanding of the living world unfortunately.  
So I can be fascinated by the simplest of things.   

[ŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƳƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿƴ όLŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ƛƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻƴ WǳƴŜ тǘƘΣ 
ask someone who was to tell you my ineptitude with mechanical things 
like lawn mowers) I decided to trim back a few bushes and trees.  What 
began as a small project soon had me trimming more and more.  At one 
point I was pulling this vine-ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ōŜƭƻƴƎ ǿƘŜǊŜ 
it was.  It had wrapped itself around other trees and shrubs.  When I 
finally got to the source, it was a tree that looked half-dead that seemed 
ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿ ǎƘƻƻǘǎ ŘƻǿƴΦ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ƻǊ ƛǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 
had some other source. 

Regardless of the source, I stood back and admired the tenacity of this 
particular plant.  It had woven itself through the air, through other 
ǇƭŀƴǘǎΣ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘΦ  bƻǿ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘŜƴŀŎƛƻǳǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦ  LƳŀƎƛƴŜ Ƙƻǿ 
ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ƛǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ǇƻƛƴǘǎΦ  LΩŘ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ Ŝŀǎȅ 
ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿ ŀƭƻƴƎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǘǊŜŜ ƻǊ ǾƛƴŜΣ ōǳǘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŘƻǿƴǿŀǊŘ 
in mid-air without the support of an established plant that must not be 
ŜŀǎȅΦ  ²Ŝƭƭ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ L ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ ƛŦ L ǿŜǊŜ ŀ ǇƭŀƴǘΦ 

Our own spiritual growth, our growth in discipleship, our growth in 
Christ often requires this same tenacious spirit.  That growth, just as the 
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plants, can often go through difficult places that feel less supported by 
ǿƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ŜȄƛǎǘŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦ  CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ 
ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŘȅƛƴƎΦ  Lǘ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ƘǳƳŀƴǎ 
ōǳǘ L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ōŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ǘǊǳŜΦ  LŦ ǿŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŘȅƛƴƎΦ  
LǘΩǎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΦ  L 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘǊǳŜ ŦƻǊ ǇƭŀƴǘǎΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ƘǳƳŀƴǎΦ 

LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎƻ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
spiritual life and discipleship of our congregation through our increased 
involvement in the Montachusetts Interfaith Hospitality Network.  That 
growth has been difficult at times as we stepped into the messiness that 
is the systemic issues of inadequate housing and nutrition. 

The past week that we served provided a new challenge.  The guests 
ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ƘŀŘ 
ƭƻǾƛƴƎƭȅ ƳŀŘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳΦ  LǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ 
something you think is great to have it be simply rejected.  The easiest 
ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴ ŀōƻǳǘ άǘƘƻǎŜ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦέ  ²Ƙƻ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ȄΣ ȅΣ ƻǊ ȊΚ  ¢ƘŜ ƻŦŦŜƴǎŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǎƻ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΣ άLΩƳ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŎƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǳƴƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
ŀƎŀƛƴΦ  IŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƘǳƴƎǊȅ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦŜŜŘ ǘƘŜƳΦ  [ƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ǘƘŀƴƪǎ L ƎŜǘΦέ 

Having this response is human nature.  But I would submit that this 
difficulty is the fertile soil for growth in following Christ.  Questions to 
help in that growth: 

1.) Why are were serving at MIHN?  Is it for the accolades and thank 
ȅƻǳΩǎ ƻǊ ƛǎ ƛǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ WŜǎǳǎ ƭŜŀŘǎ ǳǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΚ   

нΦύ ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ǊŀŘƛŎŀƭ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛǘȅ Ŏŀƭƭ ǳǎ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΚ  ²ƘŀǘΩǎ 
the difference between treating people at the shelter as guests vs. 
ŎƭƛŜƴǘǎ ƻǊ άǘƘƻǎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΚέ 

оΦύ Iƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǳŜǎǘǎΩ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ƴǳǘǊƛǘƛƻƴ ǎƘŜŘ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ 
right in our own city?  What sorts of foods are available to someone 
living on food stamps? 

4.) How does this experience shed light on our ingrained racism and 
white (for most of us in the congregation) privilege?  What about us 
makes us willing to say, well they should like what we like? 
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I give you these question not to point a finger or make any moral 
judgment.  They are rather to help in the process of growth.  None of us, 
myself included, lack the need for growth in these areas.  My prayer is 
that through this experience we might be able to grow as disciples of 
Jesus Christ at the same time we witness to others the love and 
generosity of Christ.   

[ŜǘΩǎ ƪŜŜǇ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘŦǳƭ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ 
our brothers and sisters in the shelter as well as our own spiritual 
growth needs. 

Yours together in following Christ Jesus, 

 

 


