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with computers or the Internet because | understand at least at a high
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understand.
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provide me with much understanding of the living world unfortunately.
So | can be fascinated by the simplest of things.
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ask someone who was to tell you my ineptitude with mechanical things
like lawn mowers) | decided to trim back a few bushes and trees. Wha
began as a small project soon had me trimming more and more. At on
point | was pullingthisvine A 1S GKAYy3 GKIFG RARY
it was. It had wrapped itself around other trees and shrubs. When |
finally got to the source, it was a tree that looked hadfad that seemed
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had some other source.
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Regardless of the source, | stood back and admired the tenacity of this
particular plant. It had woven itself through the air, through other
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in mid-air without the support of an established plant that must not be
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Our own spiritual growth, our growth in discipleship, our growth in
Christ often requires this same tenacious spirit. That growth, just as th
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plants, can often go through difficult places that feel less supported by
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spiritual life and discipleship of our congregation through our increased
involvement in the Montachusetts Interfaith Hospitality Network. That
growth has been difficult at times as we stepped into the messiness the
is the systemic issues of inadequate housing and nutrition.

The past week that we served provided a new challenge. The guests
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something you think is great to have it be simply rejected. The easiest
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Having this response is human nature. But | would submit that this

difficulty is the fertile soil for growth in following Christ. Questions to
help in that growth:

1.) Why are were serving at MIHN? s it for the accolades and thank
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the difference between treating people at the shelter as guests vs.
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right in our own city? What sorts of foods are available to someone
living on food stamps?

4.) How does this experience shed light on our ingrained racism and
white (for most of us in the congregation) privilege? What about us
makes us willing to say, well they should like what we like?
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| give you these question not to point a finger or make any moral
judgment. They are rather to help in the process of growth. None of u:
myself included, lack the need for growth in these areas. My prayer is
that through this experience we might be able to grow as disciples of
Jesus Christ at the same time we witness to others the love and
generosity of Christ.
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our brothers and sisters in the shelter as well as our own spiritual
growth needs.

Yours together in following Christ Jesus,
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