
Se
p

te
m

b
e

r 

2
0

0
9

 
Th

is n
ew

sletter is p
rin

ted
 o

n
 p

a
p

er w
ith

 3
0

%
 recycled

 co
n

ten
t.  P

lea
se d

o
 yo

u
r p

a
rt b

y recyclin
g

. 

C
o

m
e

 Jo
in

 U
s!

 



 

 

Page 1 Good News from FUP September 2009 

Good News from 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ 5Ŝǎƪ 

{ǳƳƳŜǊ ƛǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊΦ  ²ŜΩǾŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
ǿŀǊƳǘƘ ƻŦ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΦ  LΩƳ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǘ ǿŀǾŜ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅ ƛƴ 
ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭƭȅ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ŀƛǊ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴŜŘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΦ  {ǳƳƳŜǊΩǎ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ 
slow the pace down a bit, go to the beach, and restore our souls from 
the harsher seasons.  I love summer for those reasons but for one more 
as well.  I love summer for the sense of anticipation.  Summer for me is a 
time to anticipate what new experiences await me in September.  It is 
an exciting time of recreation but also of imagining, dreaming, and 
planning.  So here I am at the end of summer writing the September 
newsletter as planning is about to turn into reality. 

This whole newsletter is devoted to sharing with you some of the 
ƛƳŀƎƛƴƛƴƎΣ ŘǊŜŀƳƛƴƎΣ ǾƛǎƛƻƴƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
past several months by many of the members of Faith United Parish. 

!ǎ ǿŜ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ȅŜŀǊΣ LΩƳ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ŀǿŀƛǘǎ ǳǎΦ  
LΩƳ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ƻƭŘ ŦŀŎŜǎ ōŀŎƪ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƴŜǿ ŦŀŎŜǎΦ  {ƻ L ƛƴǾƛǘŜ 
you to take a look at the opportunities described in the following pages.  
Where can you plug in to Faith United Parish as we worship, grow, 
serve, and nurture together in the name of Jesus Christ?  What other 
opportunities are in your imagination?  I invite you to share them with 
me and other leaders.   

May this be a year of exciting opportunities, some new and some that 
have been traditions for years and years.   

Together In Exciting Ministry, 

 

 

Faith United 
Focused on 
   spiritual  growth, fellowship, and human need 
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Focused on 
   spiritual  growth, fellowship, and human need 

We Worship  
Worship is central at Faith United Parish.  We come together as individuals 

each with our own gifts and graces, joys and pains.  We come together to be 

one in Christ Jesus, to shape our lives around his life, to hear the call of the 

Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ƭƛŦŜ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅΦ  {ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǿŜ ŎƻƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǇŜŀŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ 

storms.  Other times we come to deepen  our faith journey.  At times, we 

ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘȅ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦ  bƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǿƘȅ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀǘ 

Faith United Parish, know that you are always welcome here. 

wŜŎƻƎƴƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ǎǘȅƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ŀƴ 

experiment for the next two months resulting in two individual worship 

services.  Each of those services is described below for the month of 

September.  You are welcome to attend one or both services.  

Traditional Worship @ 9:30 AM 

Our traditional worship is shaped by a traditional liturgy with hymns 

from our two hymnals (The United Methodist Hymnal and The New 

Century Hymnal) played on our beautiful pipe organ.  Communion is 

served once a month alternating between the traditions of the two 

congregations that make up Faith United Parish.  We welcome you to 

come as you feel appropriate but the style of dress at this worship is 

likely more on the dressed up side. 

Sunday, September 6th 
ά5ƛŘ WŜǎǳǎ IŀǾŜ ŀ .ŀŘ 5ŀȅΚέ 
 
14th Sunday after Pentecost 
Monthly communion served in the pews 
 
Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 
Psalm 125 
James 2:1-10 (11-13) 14-17 
Mark 7:24-37  
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Sunday, September 13th 
άwƛŎƘŜǎ .ŜȅƻƴŘ .ŜƭƛŜŦέ 
15th Sunday after Pentecost 
 
Proverbs 1:20-33 
Psalm 19 
James 3:1-12 
Mark 8:27-38  
 

Sunday, September 20th 
άCƛǊǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎŘƻƳέ 
16th Sunday after Pentecost 
 
Proverbs 31:10-31 
Psalm 1 
James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a 
Mark 9:30-37  
 

Sunday, September 27th 
άCƻǊ {ǳŎƘ ŀ ¢ƛƳŜ ŀǎ ¢Ƙƛǎέ 
17th Sunday after Pentecost 
 
Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 
Psalm 124 
James 5:13-20 
Mark 9:38-50  
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Family Worship @ 11:00 AM 

Our family worship uses more contemporary songs typically played on 

piano or guitar with some traditional hymns as well.  The order of the 

worship is a bit more flexible than in the traditional worship.  The 

message strives to connect scripture to our lives today.  One way we 

Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ōȅ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ ǾƛŘŜƻ ŘǊŀƳŀ ǘƻ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŀȅΩǎ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ 

lesson.  Communion is served once a month typically using intinction 

(dipping the bread into the grape juice) perhaps in some different 

communal ways.  We encourage families to come without worrying 

about children who can sometimes be a little noisy or need to leave to 

use the restroom.  Everyone is welcome as they are! 

{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΩǎ .LD ¢ƘŜƳŜΥ άDƻŘ /ǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘέ 

{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΩǎ .LD LŘŜŀΥ ά²Ŝ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ DƻŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ /ǊŜŀǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ 

ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ 

{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΩǎ .ƛōƭŜ ±ŜǊǎŜΥ  ά¢ƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ƛǘΣ 

ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ƛǘΦέ τPsalm 24:1 

 
Sunday, September 6th 

άDƻŘ aŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘέ 
Genesis 1:1-10 
John 1:1-5 
Monthly communion 
 

Sunday, September 13th 
άDƻŘ aŀŘŜ tƭŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ !ƴƛƳŀƭǎέ 
Genesis 1:11-25 

 
Sunday, September 20th 

ά²Ŝ !ǊŜ aŀŘŜ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ LƳŀƎŜέ 
Genesis 1:26-31 
 

Sunday, September 27th 
άDƻŘ wŜǎǘŜŘέ 
Genesis 2:1-4 
Psalm 46:10 
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We Grow  
DǊƻǿǘƘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŀǘ CŀƛǘƘ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǿŜΩǊŜ м ƻǊ млмΣ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǿŜΩǾŜ 

just started coming to the church or have been here all our lives.  We continue 

to grow through prayer, study of scripture, conversation with our Christian 

brothers and sisters, and a multitude of other ways.  If you have an idea of how 

we might help each other grow, let us know! 

 

Family Fun for Everyone 

CŀƛǘƘ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜǎ ƛƴ CƛǘŎƘōǳǊƎΩǎ CƛǊǎǘ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŦǊŜŜ ǇƛȊȊŀ ŀǘ 

6:00 PM followed by free family-friendly entertainment at 6:30 PM.  

Everyone in the community is invited.  

September 3rd: 

Festival with face painting, balloon animals, live entertainment 

October 1st: 

Stories and songs by storyteller Todd Goodwin 

November 5th: 

Holiday craft project 

December 3rd: 

Christmas caroling 

 

Adult Study 

Our adult study group meets at 10:00 AM on Tuesdays beginning on 

Tuesday, September 8th.  In the past the study has discussed a wide 

range of books from individual books of the bible to books relating to 

faith from contemporary authors.  Come to their first meeting of the 

year to help chose the first book to read this year. 
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Youth Group 

After a summer break, our youth group will be starting up once more 

in the month of October.  If you are in 6th gradeτ12th grade or know 

ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ǿŜΩŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀƴ ŀŘǳƭǘ ǿƘƻ 

would like to help with our youth group, please talk to Pastor Justin. 

Confirmation Class 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƻƳƛƴƎ уǘƘ 

graders (younger people may be considered as well).  The classes are 

open to anyone who wishes to explore their faith and membership in 

the church.  There will likely be 8 sessions spread throughout the year 

including an overnight retreat at Camp Aldersgate in Rhode Island.  

The preparation will culminate at Confirmation Sunday when the 

young people will officially join the church. 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƭŀǎǎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŀ 

meeting during coffee hour (10:30) on Sunday, September 20th. 

Alcoholics Anonymous 

An AA group meets in our church building Monday through Friday 

from 12:00 PMτ1:00 PM.  There is an additional meeting on 

Wednesdays from 10:00 AMτ11:00 AM. 
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We Serve  
{ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛǎ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ 

food to the food bank so others will be able to eat or volunteering at a shelter.  

Faith United Parish has been involved with a number of great service ministries 

over the years and continues to give opportunities to members and friends to 

serve in the community and beyond. 

Montachusetts Interfaith Hospitality Network 

Faith United along with other Fitchburg churches provides meals and 

companionship at the family shelter in Leominster once every 12 

weeks or so.  Volunteers are always most welcome. 

hǳǊ ƴŜȄǘ ǿŜŜƪ ōŜƎƛƴǎ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ hŎǘƻōŜǊ пǘƘΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇ ǘƻ 

prepare a meal or spend some time at the shelter in Leominster, there 

will be a sign up sheet on the doors to Parish Hall. 

Habitat for Humanity 

Faith United is a partner church with the North Central Massachusetts 

Habitat for Humanity.  Each year we organize a couple of opportunities 

to volunteer at one of the sites. 

Material Needs 

There are boxes available to donate non-perishable food items for the 

food bank at the Community Action Center.  There is also a box for 

items MIHN needs such as paper goods, toiletry items, and detergents.  

These items are collected each month to be taken to the correct 

locations. 
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We Nurture  
Taking care of one another is one of the primary missions of Faith United 

tŀǊƛǎƘΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ  ²Ŝ 

have such a wonderful place to share both the joys and sorrows of life with 

each other.   

Montachusetts Interfaith Hospitality Network 

We have a group that would like to pray for you.  You can call or email 

the church office and your prayer request will be forwarded to our 

prayer chain. 

Our Pastor 

Need a listening ear?  Need a little extra help to get through until the 

next check?  Hit a rough spot in life?  Been hospitalized or a little 

lonesome at home? Rev. Justin Hildebrandt, our pastor, is available to 

listen, provide assistance, and connect you with other groups and 

agencies.  Feel free to call, email, or just stop by sometime.   
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FAITH UNITED PARISH 
820 Main Street, Fitchburg, MA 01420 τ Telephone: 978-343-3307 

Parsonage Telephone: 978-400-7795 τ WǳǎǘƛƴΩǎ /ŜƭƭΥ  тум-354-6094 

Email: info@faithunitedparish.com τ Website:  faithunitedparish.com 

Office Hours:  Tuesday - Friday, call to ensure Pastor Justin is available 

 
Ministers:  Everyone in the Congregation 

Pastor:  Justin Hildebrandt (pastor@faithunitedparish.com) 

Music Director:  Horacio Castro (hcastro@faithunitedparish.com) 
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