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Good News from 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ 5Ŝǎƪ 

That Sunday morning was the same as most Sunday mornings for me.  I 
stopped for a quick breakfast and then headed down Main Street to the 
church.  As I went around the Upper Common, I noticed something 
quite odd and out of place.  There was police tape barricading off all of 
Mechanic Street.  I got the sinking feeling in my stomach that something 
was wrong, very wrong.  We worshiped at the 9:30 service still 
wondering what was going on.  At the 11:00 service, Bob McDermott let 
us know what was going on, a shooting on Mechanic Street in the early 
hours of that Sunday morning.  While we worshiped, police continued to 
ŎƻƳō ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǇƛŜŎŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΦ  ²ŜΩŘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ŦƛƴŘ 
out 2 young men, Nelson Geraldino (18) and Pedro Genoa (17) were 
ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƎƘǘΦ  tŜŘǊƻΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ wƻƴƴȅ DŜƴƻŀ όмуύ ǿŀǎ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛȊŜŘ 
with gun shots and also under arrest.  Brothers Orville Carrion (22) and 
Jose Carrion (27) were arrested and charged with the two murders.  
²ŜΩŘ ŀƭǎƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ƛǎǎǳŜΦ  
That argument would soon escalate into a fight which spiraled out of 
control leaving two young men dead, one wounded and in custody, two 
arrested for murder, and hundreds of friends and family mourning.  All 
of this happened about three tenths of a mile from our church doors.  
Since that day these events have pressed on my heart.  What should our 
response be?  What could we do? 

 

Almost as soon as the story hit the papers, there were calls for more 
police officers and to turn the street lights back on again.  While I 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǇƭŜŀǎΣ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊŀƎŜŘȅΦ  .ǳǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǘƘǊƻǿ 
our arms in the air surrendering to the lack of perceived options.  Two 
thoughts have come to my heart and mind in the days since that tragedy 
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ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜƭŀǘŜ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎΦ  LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ 
you this month. 

 

Lƴ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǿŜ ōŜƎŀƴ ƛƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ DƻŘΩǎ 
creation using scripture in the beginning of Genesis.  The second to last 
ǿŜŜƪΣ ǿŜ ǘŀƭƪŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ DƻŘ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ƘǳƳŀƴΩǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΦ  ²Ŝ 
talked about what that means for each of us individually but also for 
how we are to treat each other.  Even the most vile person we can think 
of has that image of God that remains intact despite all the gunk of the 
world (sin) that covers up that image.  We may not always be able to see 
ƛǘΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ  L ƎŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǊŜŀƭ ǘǊŀƎŜŘȅ L 
remember happening in my life (in a more family-friendly manner).  
When I was in 8th grade, having just started going to church, a 5th 
grader in my school, Amy Mihaljevic, was abducted and murdered.  The 
killer has never been found.  It shook our sleepy bedroom community 
(safest in the United States with a population over 10,000) up.  I shared 
the memory of praying in my confirmation class for Amy and feeling led 
to pray as well for her abductor.  It was a tough thing but he deserved 
our prayer as well, prayer that he would see the harm he had caused.   

 

After the tragedy on Mechanic Street some in our community blamed 
the violence on who those young men are.  Some blamed their race or 
ethnicity.  Some blamed it on being raised in public housing or their 
running with the wrong crowd.  As people of faith however, can we see 
them first and foremost as children of God, as brothers in the human 
family?   

 

It may sound trite but if we truly believe it takes a village to raise a child 
ǘƘŜƴ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ǎƻǳƭ ǎŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎΚ  wŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ 
talking about fixing the symptom with greater police presence or with 
increased street lights, should we be talking about correcting the root 
problem?  Rather than build more police stations and jails, why not 
ōǳƛƭŘ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŎŜƴǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊƪǎΦ  bƻǿ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ ƴŀƠǾŜ ŀǎ ǘƻ 
ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ŀƴȅ ǇƻƭƛŎŜΦ  .ǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎŀǾŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƻƳŜ 
ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƎŜŘȅ ƻŦ ǎǳŎƘ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΚ  LΩƳ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜŘ ƻŦ ŀ 
hymn out of the Latin American tradition.  The words are: 
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{Ŝƴǘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƴŀƳŜΣ 

Our hands are ready now 

To make the earth the place 

In which the kingdom comes.  

 

The angels cannot change 

A world of hurt and pain 

Into a world of love, 

Of justice and of peace. 

The task is ours to do, 

To set it really free. 

O, help us to obey, 

And carry out your will.  

 

Indeed the task is ours to do as followers of Jesus Christ in the city of 
Fitchburg.  I pray that our involvement with First Thursdays, the 
Montachusetts Interfaith Hospitality Network, Christmas giving to 
families, and our family-friendly worship will continue to turn hearts and 
ƳƛƴŘǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ  L ǇǊŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǎǘŀƴŘ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ 
children when cuts threaten key mentoring and after-school programs.  
And finally I pray that each of us would take a step to be involved in the 
life of a child that he or she might know the love we give which is a 
ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳΦ 

 

Amen! 
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Flowers 

If you know of anyone that is in need of cheer or celebration, please 

contact any member of the Diaconate. 

 

 

 

 

 

DIACONATE NEWS 
Members: Nancy Flinkstrom (978)386-7218; Ursula Irfan (978)342-8435;   

Susan Patterson (978) 343-0301; Bertie Shamrell (978) 696-5828;  

Olney & Betty Shepard (978-466-7560); Richard Sleeper (978)534-8281; 
Carol Maki (978) 582-4883;  Rhonda Neforas (978) 549-8109 

 

 

Visitors Welcome 

Virginia Weeks 

The Highlands 

Nichols Road, 2nd Floor 

Fitchburg 

 

Phone Calls & Mail Welcome 

John & Dorothy Lukas 

38 Alpine Road 

Fitchburg 

(978) 342-6304 

 

Prayer Chain 

Anyone with prayer concerns, please call Arline Finch at (978) 343-9271 

or email the church at pastor@faithunitedparish.com.  
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CHURCH NEWS & NOTES 

 

September Birthdays 
 

2 Nicholas Weeks McDermott 
6 John Lukas 
9 Natalie Ameral 
9 Jylian Lupo 

16 Lindsey Palmer 
20 Mary Ferris 
22 Josiah Irfan 
22 Reverend John Post 
27 Clark Patterson 
27 Lorraine Michaud 

 

October Birthdays 
 

1 Rebecca Irfan 
2 Zeeshan Bhatty 
2 Linda Ferris 
2 Audrey Serrano 
8 Rebecca Gauffin 
14 Irfan Bhatty 
14 Jordon Goguen 
19 Dwenlyn Robinson 
19 Devin Neforas 
20 Corrie Smith 
21 Dorothy Lukas 

21 Norman Stacy 
22 Gail LeBlanc 
22 Amelia Hough-Ross 
23 Sharon Kask 
25 Robert McDermott 
26 Ruth Wiita 
27 Robert Holforty 
30 Adnan Bhatty 
30 Ada Nurmi 
30 Carol Smethurst 
31 Mona Holforty 
31 James Michael Shenko, Jr. 
  

Unfortunately the list of September birthdays was omitted from the 

September newsletter.  They are printed in this newsletter.  Happy 

belated birthday. 
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Adult Study 

Our adult study group meets at 10:00 AM on Tuesday mornings.  They 

ŀǊŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ά¢ƘŜ {ŎŀƴŘŀƭƻǳǎ DƻǎǇŜƭ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΥ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ 

ǎƻ ƎƻƻŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎΚέ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ōȅ tŜǘŜǊ WΦ DƻƳŜǎΦ  !ƭƭ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ 

join this wonderful group. 

Confirmation 

²ŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǘƘ 

8th grade and up.  Know someone who might want to be confirmed?  

Would you like to be a mentor?  Let Pastor Justin know. 

Pastor Justin will be leading 8 classes as our youth prepare to become 

full members of the church and profess their faith openly completing 

what was started in their baptism.  Classes will be held from 2:00τ3:30 

on Sunday afternoons and will each focus on a different aspect of our 

Christian faith from theology to history to life application. Once again 

ǿŜΩƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜǘǊŜŀǘ ŀǘ /ŀƳǇ 

Aldersgate in Rhode Island. All of this  is in preparation for confirmation 

Sunday on Pentecost, May 23, 2010. This promises to be a great 

experience as our young people begin to take their place as full 

members of our church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
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Confirmation Schedule 

January 10τIntroduction 

January 31τGod, Sin & Grace 

February 14τJesus Christ-Our Savior & Lord 

February 21τThe Gift of the Spirit 

February 26-28τRetreat at Camp Aldersgate in Rhode Island 

March 7τWorship & Word 

March 21τThe Body of Christ in Action 

April 11τOur United Methodist Heritage/United Methodists 

 Believe   

April 18τhǳǊ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜκ¦//Ωǎ .ŜƭƛŜǾŜ 

May 2τClaim the Name 

May 16τPrepare for Confirmation 

May 23τConfirmation (Pentecost) 
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Worship is central at Faith United Parish.  We come together as 

individuals each with our own gifts and graces, joys and pains.  We come 

together to be one in Christ Jesus, to shape our lives around his life, to 

hear the call of the Holy Spirit in our own life journey.  Sometimes we 

ŎƻƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǇŜŀŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ ǎǘƻǊƳǎΦ  hǘƘŜǊ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǿŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŘŜŜǇŜƴ  ƻǳǊ 

ŦŀƛǘƘ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅΦ  !ǘ ǘƛƳŜǎΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘȅ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦ  bƻ 

matter why you come to worship at Faith United Parish, know that you 

are always welcome here. 

wŜŎƻƎƴƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ǎǘȅƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ 

continuing an experiment for the next month resulting in two individual 

worship services.  Each of those services is described below for the 

month of October.  You are welcome to attend one or both services.  

 

Traditional Worship @ 9:30 AM 

Our traditional worship is shaped by a traditional liturgy with 

hymns from our two hymnals (The United Methodist Hymnal and 

The New Century Hymnal) played on our beautiful pipe organ.  

Communion is served once a month alternating between the 

traditions of the two congregations that make up Faith United 

Parish.  We welcome you to come as you feel appropriate but 

the style of dress at this worship is likely more on the dressed up 

side. 

 
 
 
 
 

WORSHIP IN OCTOBER 
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Sunday, October 4th 
ά[Ŝǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ /ƻƳŜΣ !ƭƭ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜƳέ 
 
18th Sunday after Pentecost 
Monthly communion served at the rail 
World Communion Sunday τ Neighbors In Need Offering 
 
Job 1:1; 2:1-10 
Psalm 25 
Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12 
Mark 10:2-16   
 

Sunday, October 11th 
ά¢ƘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘ ƻŦ [ƛŦŜέ 
19th Sunday after Pentecost 
 
Job 23:1-9, 16-17 
Psalm 22:1-15  
Hebrews 4:12-16  
Mark 10:17-31   
 

Sunday, October 18th τ One worship @ 11:00 AM 
άWŜǎǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴέ 
20th Sunday after Pentecost 
 
Mark 10:13-16 
 

Sunday, October 25th 
ά¸ƻǳǊ CŀƛǘƘ Iŀǎ aŀŘŜ ¸ƻǳ ²Ŝƭƭέ 
21st Sunday after Pentecost 
 
Job 42:1-6, 10-17 
Psalm 34:1-8 (19-22) 
Hebrews 7:23-28 
Mark 10:46-52  
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Family Worship @ 11:00 AM 

Our family worship uses more contemporary songs typically 

played on piano or guitar with some traditional hymns as well.  

The order of the worship is a bit more flexible than in the 

traditional worship.  The message strives to connect scripture to 

our lives today.  Communion is served once a month typically 

using intinction (dipping the bread into the grape juice).  We 

encourage families to come without worrying about children 

who can sometimes be a little noisy or need to leave to use the 

restroom.  Everyone is welcome as they are! 

hŎǘƻōŜǊΩǎ .LD ¢ƘŜƳŜΥ άWŜǎǳǎ Lǎ ǘƘŜ aŜǎǎƛŀƘέ 

hŎǘƻōŜǊΩǎ .LD LŘŜŀΥ ά²Ŝ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ aŜǎǎƛŀƘΣ ǘƘŜ 

ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƻƴŜ ǎŜƴǘ ōȅ DƻŘΦέ 

hŎǘƻōŜǊΩǎ .ƛōƭŜ ±ŜǊǎŜΥ  ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ aŜǎǎƛŀƘΣ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ƭƛǾƛƴƎ DƻŘΦέ τMatthew 16:16 

Sunday, October 4th 

άWŜǎǳǎ ŀƴŘ tŜǘŜǊέ 
Matthew 16:13-16  
Monthly communion 
 

Sunday, October 11th 
άWŜǎǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎέ 
Mark 1:16-20  

Sunday, October 18th τ One Worship @ 11:00 AM 
άWŜǎǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴέ 
Mark 10:13-16 
 

Sunday, October 25th 
άWŜǎǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƳŀƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ²Ŝƭƭέ 
Genesis 2:1-4 
Psalm 46:10 
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Worship Experiment Meeting (October 18th @ 10:00 AM) 

!ǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ άǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŜȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘέ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ 
on October 18th at 10:00 AM.  Please note there will be no 9:30 
AM service that day.  The 11:00 AM worship will be a blended 
one for everyone.   
 
²Ŝ ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎƻ 
your thoughts and concerns about our worship service can be 
ǾƻƛŎŜŘΦ  wŜƳŜƳōŜǊΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ƴƻǊ ƛǎ ƛǘ ǘƘŜ 
tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ƴƻǊ ƛǎ ƛǘ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ŀ 
church of Jesus Christ.  We all, however, have a part in discerning 
where God is leading Faith United Parish in the important area of 
worship. 

Congratulations Are In Order 

Congratulations to Nate and Christine Meleo on the birth of their 

daughter Natalie Jane on Friday, September 11th at 12:39 PM.  Natalie 

weighed 7 pounds, 14 ounces.  She was 20 inches long. 

 

Congratulations to Brad and Giulia King who were married in our 

sanctuary on Saturday, September 12th. 

 

Congratulations to Heather Strong on the announcement of her 

engagement.  Heather is now working for Microsoft in Washington 

State. 
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OUTREACH NEWS 
aƛǎǎƛƻƴΥ  ά²Ŝ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǇŜƴ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜέΦ  

The Outreach Committee meets the third Thursday of each month at 

2:00 PM.  Chairperson: Jean Shapland.  Members:  Pat Goguen, Shahnaz 

Gravel, Margaret Hussey, Sharon Kask, Judy Miller, Ada Nurmi, Dwen 

Robinson. 

Outreach Upcoming Events 

October 

10/1: First Thursday, Todd Goodwin storyteller. 

10/4: Food Ingathering for CAC. 

10/4: MIHN Supplies 

10/4-11: FUP Volunteers needed for coverage and meals at 

MIHN shelter.  Sign up sheets will be posted on the Parish Hall 

door. 

10/31: Trick or Treat on Main Street.  We will accept candy 

donations for Trick or Treat bags October 18th. 

November 

11/1: Food Ingathering for CAC. 

11/5: First Thursday, holiday craft. 

11/8: bŜǿ ŦŀŎŜŎƭƻǘƘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻǿŜƭǎ ŦƻǊ hǳǊ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ IƻǳǎŜ κ 

Elizabeth House. 

11/26: Thanksgiving Dinner. 
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December 

12/3: First Thursday, Christmas caroling. 

12/6: Food Ingathering for CAC. 

Christmas Trees: 

hǳǊ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ IƻǳǎŜ ŘǳŜ мнκмо 

Toys for YMCA families due 12/13 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŎŀǊŘ ǘǊŜŜ ŦƻǊ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ !ƛŘ ϧ CŀƳƛƭȅ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 

mitten tree due 12/20 

12/13: MIHN Supplies 

12/20-27: FUP Volunteers needed for coverage and meals at 

MIHN shelter.  Sign up sheets will be posted on the Parish Hall 

door. 

Our Sympathies 

Our thoughts and prayers are with the family and friends of Marjorie 

Lakso who passed away on September 16th. 

 

Our thoughts and prayers are with Helen Ackley and her family and 

friends as they mourn the death of her husband, Fred Ackley, on 

September 27th. 



FAITH UNITED PARISH 
820 Main Street, Fitchburg, MA 01420 τ Telephone: 978-343-3307 

Parsonage Telephone: 978-400-7795 τ WǳǎǘƛƴΩǎ /ŜƭƭΥ  тум-354-6094 

Email: info@faithunitedparish.com τ Website:  faithunitedparish.com 

Office Hours:  Tuesday - Friday, call to ensure Pastor Justin is available 

 
Ministers:  Everyone in the Congregation 

Pastor:  Justin Hildebrandt (pastor@faithunitedparish.com) 

Music Director:  Horacio Castro (hcastro@faithunitedparish.com) 
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