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Good News from
Faith United

Focused on
spiritual growth, fellowship, and hun
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Each year around this time | get a bit disenchanted with our culture of
consumerism that has usurped Christmas from the church. In some
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enough to give people of faith Advent and Christmas back. But
Christmas makes for good marketing you see, whether you call it
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Clauses come out before Thanksgiving. The television network ABC
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precede Christmas which incidentally begins November 27th this year.
At ABC family, they prepare for Christmas with 25 days of every
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prepare with four weeks of reflection on the significance of Jesus
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in to be culminated in his return. We Christians prepare ourselves by
thinking first of others, not of ourselves as we purchase gifts for people
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all the same. Just like Jesus did.

If we want to recapture Christmas, it will take more than a just card tha
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for the world what Christmas really is as we continue to put others first,
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by person, we can show the world what Christmas really means.
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PARISHOOUNCIIMINUTES

November 18, 2009 Meeting

Carolyn Candiello, Carl Flinkstrom, Nancy Flinkstrom, Pastor Justin
lamieeghdt, Sharon Kask, Andy Lipasti, Christine Meleo, Jean Shaplar
and Paul Strong were in attendance.

Andy Lipasti called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. Pastor Justin
offered prayer to begin the meeting.

Paul Strong made a motion to approve the minutes of the September
16" meeting; Sharon Kask seconded it and the motion was approved tc
accept the minutes. No correspondence was reported as having been
received since the last Council meeting.

Andy Lipasti asked if there were any final comments regarding the
recently concluded experiment of holding two worship services during
the months of September and October. It was noted that volunteers
have signed up indicating their interest to serve as lay leaders and
ushers; Pastor Justin will use these lists to solicit assistance until the
Worship and Music Committee meets more regularly and can arrange
for these functions.

Pastor Justin will be out of town on Sunday, Novembdl @e first
Sunday of Advent); hospice chaplain Rev. Lee Atherton will substitute
for Pastor Justin that day. Pastor Justin will also be on vacation Janua
12 ¢ 26" traveling to Taiwan with his family; he is currently working on
securing pulpit supply to cover during his absence.
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PARISHOOUNCIIMINUTES

Paul Strong reported that the Finance Committee met two times since
the last Parish Council meeting. They have developed a balanced
budget based on the projected end of year figures for the current
calendar year. Paul presented a budget handout, consisting of five
columns: the 2009 budget, 2009 actual year to date, 2009 end of year
forecast, a balanced budget, and a transition budget for the first six
months of 2010. The transition budget would be used the first six
months of 2010, with Pastor Justin as the-futle pastor, and then lead
into the balanced budget for the remainder of the year. The balanced
budget uses only the income from the endowments and includes a half
time pastor, music director, and administrative assistant at 10 hours pe
week. Carl Flinkstrom made a motion that the Council present this
budget to the congregation. Sharon Kask seconded the motion and th:
motion was unanimously approved. There will be a meeting of the
congregation on Sunday, Decembel"E8ter the worship service to

vote on the proposed budget. Handouts of the budget figures will be
provided to the congregation the Sunday one week before the meeting
(December B) so that people will have an opportunity to review the
information prior to the December 13meeting.

Sharon Kask reported that the turkeys have been ordered for the
Thanksgiving dinner, the potatoes are currently in the basement, and
informational flyers have been distributed around town this week.
Pastor Justin reported the event will be listed in the Fitchburg Pride
newspaper. The dinner, by freewill offering, will be held at Faith Unitec
Parish on Thanksgiving day, Thursday, Novemb&a28:00 p.m. and

will likely be served buffet style.

On Friday, November #7Pat and Bob Goguen and Jean and Bryan
Suomola plan to come in to decorate the building for Advent.
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PARISHOOUNCIIMINUTES

A question was raised as to where we will worship for the Advent/
Christmas services. Nancy Flinkstrom made a motion that the worship
service on the fourth Sunday in Advent (December 20, 2009) be held ir
the sanctuary and that the Christmas Eve service also be held in the
sanctuary. The motion was seconded and passed.

Pastor Justin raised a couple of items of concern. The first was
regarding the newsletter, which he indicated he is having difficulty
writing in its entirety. Ultimately, we would like the newsletter to be an
evangelical tool, but that seems to pose a challenge at the current time
There was discussion around a renewed effort to have the individual
committees submit newsletter information and ultimately the Council
decided to reinstate having the Council meeting minutes published in
the newsletter. Another thing that Pastor Justin indicates perplexes hir
is the youth group; he is not quite sure what to do regarding it since we
have a few youth that would like to participate, but we need a minimum
2F (g2 IRdzZA Ga G2 KSfLI adzLISNBAAS
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Church has offered to share a combined youth group, but there is some
concern the theological views might not be compatible.

Collector Sharon Kask reported that 27 pledge cards for 2010 have bet
received to date for a total of $31,211. This total reflects three
increases for an additional $440; two decreases for a decrease of
$1,325; a loss of $1,400 in pledges, and $600 in two new pledges. Sh
also reported that this year to date, the collection is still running
approximately $6,000 behind.

Pastor Justin reported that Advent devotional materials will be available
this coming Sunday, November"2Zor the congregation to pick up.
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PARISHOOUNCIIMINUTES

Carolyn Candiello reported a candidate had been interviewed for
nursery care, but that process is on hold for right now. The Council
discussed options around encouraging young families with children to
come to our worship service and recommended two play yards be
purchased from the growth funds, to be placed on the stage for toddler
to use primarily during Sunday worship. Carolyn also reported that the
Staff Parish Relations Committee needs to complete an annual report
the United Methodist district office by December™5

Nancy Flinkstrom reported for the Diaconate that Bertie Shamrell is stil
recovering from surgery, as is Dick Sleeper. She expressed concern tl
there are fewer and fewer people available and able to do the tasks of
the church and that this may pose a problem for nominations at the
annual meeting. There was some discussion among the Council abou
the future direction of the church and the need to prioritize and focus
on the most important things.

Paul Strong reported members of the Finance Committee have been
looking at new software for the treasurer and collector. The software
costs approximately $400 and is very robust, with some features we
may or may not use (i.e. attendance tracking). He recommends if we
are going to make the change in software, we should do so before the
first of the year. Christine Meleo made a motion that the Finance
Committee pursue the acquisition of the software package, to be
funded from the Miscellaneous line item under the Administration
budget. The motion was seconded and passed.
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PARISHOOUNCIIMINUTES

Returning to the subject of the future of the church, Pastor Justin
indicated he had mentioned our predicament to Andy Burr, pastor of
0KS ' YAGSR tFNAaAaK 2F [dzySyodzZNBO®
background and has worked with churches in transition. There was
discussion around having a consultant speak with the Council to work
through a plan for moving forward. Pastor Justin withail our two
denominational representatives, District Superintendent Ron Wilson
and Associate Conference Minister Peter Wells for guidance regarding
this issue.

Carl Flinkstrom reported for the Building Committee that the new boiler
is almost tied in and that Bob McDermott did a nice job venting the
system. Bob indicated to Carl that he would have someone do the
gutter work within the next two weeks.

Jean Shapland reported the Outreach Committee will meet tomorrow,
Thursday, November 9 Plans are underway for the Christmas giving
projects.

tFAG2N WdzadAy NBLRNISR ¢23S3GKSNJ
service will be held Sunday, NovembeP2& 3:00 p.m. at First Baptist
Church with the Reverend Becky Tornbloom preaching one of her last
sermons as their pastor.

The Transformation Team will meet Sunday, Novemb8&ra#ter the
worship service.

Andy Lipasti made a motion to adjourn, which was seconded and
passed. The meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Christine MeleoSecretary prdaem
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(HRISTMA®UTREACIFPROJECTS

This time of year our Outreach Committee facilitates a number of
projects aimed at helping others in our community. Below you will find
a list of these projects with their respective deadlines. Please pay clos
attention to each deadline to insure our neighbors and friends can
receive our assistance in a timely fashion.
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Once again we will have ornaments representing items to be purchase
F2NJ 2dzNJ oNPOGKSNAR FyR aAadaSNaB i
in the church no later thaBunday, December 13

YMCA Family Gifts

There will also be a ornaments representing gifts for members of a
family in need at the YMCA. These items are also due in the church n
later thanSunday, December 13

Christmas Card Tree

Each year many of us give to the church in lieu of sending each other
/| KNAadYlFa /FNRao CKAA 2FFSNAY3
Services. In order to have your name included in the bulletin listing,
your offering must be given no later thdmesday, December 15

Mitten and Hat Tree

This year our stordought and homemade hats and mittens will be
given to children in need at the South Elementary School in Fitchburg.
These items are due in the church no later tleamday, December 27
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(HURCHNEWS& NOTES

Montachusetts Interfaith Poinsettia Orders
Hospitality Network Week  pginsettias will once again beautify

Our week at the MIHN shelter will our sanctuary for the end of

begin Sunday, December 20. It Advent and the Christmas season.
may seem like an inconvenience Poinsettias can be given in memory
that we will be covering Christmasor honor of someone for $12.00
Eve and Christmas Day. But whe@AVailable in red, pink, or white.

you step back and realize that ourOrder forms will be available with
presence enables these guest  the weekly bulletins or you may
families to Spend Christmas in a also call the church office. All

safe, warm, loving environment, orders must be placed by Thursday,
the inconvenience seems to pass December 10.

Foted LT 22d0R t AdgSentievdddnhidsy G S ¢
your time or to make a meal,

please contact Sharon Kask Advent devotionals are now

_ available for adults, youth, and
December First Thursday cpiidren. Adults will be guided

Our December First Thursday will With reflections stemming from

focus on singing the familiar carolét 2y 38 2F 0KS &St
of the season, both secularand F2NJ { AYIAYy3Y RSJ:
NBfAIA2dzad 2 S QwvittendyLy. Mary ManZ Sjmon. |-
PM and then settle into singing  ©Our youth will read daily devotions
over hot chocolate around 6:30 AY G¢KAa La {2 9°

PM. Everyone is invited to attend Peter Mead. And finally our
and bring a child. children and families will be

NBEFRAY3I daSaaSy
aSaarl Ké gAGK |
Advent calendar.

3
y
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(HURCHNEWS& NOTES

Special Parish Budget Christmas Pageant
Meeting Together In Ministry is trying to

After church on Sunday, Decembéioordinate a joint Christmas

13, there will be a special meetingPageant to be held at Faith United
of the Parish to vote on the Parish on Sunday, December 13 at
preliminary 2010 budget. The  2:00 PM. They need more

budget will be handed out during Participants though to rehearse on
church on Sunday, December 6. fpunday, December 6 at 3:00 PM

is important you attend this and Saturday, December 12 at 2:00
meeting as we discuss the PM.
transition to a 1/2 time pastor. Christmas Eve

Annual Meeting hdzNJ / KNA&GYL A 990

Our Faith United Parish annual ~ Worship service will be held on
meeting, the annual meeting of Thursday, December 24 at 5:00 PM
Calvinistic Congregational Churchin the sanctuary. Come celebrate
and the charge conference of Firsthe light of Jesus Christ found in
United Methodist Church will be Christmas with your church family.
held following church on Sunday, You may also want to take the
February 7, 2010. All annual opportunity to invite friends and
reports are due by Friday, Januaryamily to this special service.

15, 2010. If at all possible, they

should be submitted by emailing

Pastor Justin. Any reports

submitted after that deadline may

not be included in the annual

report.
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(HURCHNEWS& NOTES

As we transition to a more sustainable newsletter model, there was no
November newsletter. Here are the November birthdays. Once again
please wish these folks happy belated birthdays.

November Birthdays

3 Bryan Suomala
8 Jean Suomala

December Birthdays

3 Bernard Crane
3 Olney Shepard
12 Jeffrey Goguen
13 Patricia Goguen
21 Richard Sleeper

January Birthdays

5 Barbara Lindamood
8 Jeanie Blake

9 Jessica Serrano

13 Jeanne Nelson

15 Paul Strong
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6
6
17

20
23

22
23
24
24
26
27
29
31

16
17
19
22
23
27
31

Heather Strong
Justin Hildebrandt, Jr.
Lida LeBouf

Judy Miller

Benjamin Marasco

Minh H. Lam

Bruce Kenneth Weeks
Arline Finch

Bertie Shamrell
Carolyn Candiello
Michelle Rose Bhatty
Andrew Candiello
Andy Lipasti

Betsy Dionne
Joseph A. Bodanza
Tenho Nappari
Waneta Strong
Alston Potts
Abigail Locher
Richard Palmer
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(HURCHNEWS& NOTES

MIHN Food Safety Training Thank You

MIHN would like to invite all Dear Participating Business or
interested volunteers to this eventVolunteer,

There is unlimited seating and thebur first ever Trick or Treat on

hope that anyone that may make fain St. event was an amazing
meal for the shelter in the future

will attend if possible.

success. We had a wonderful turn
out and it was great to see all who
When:December 8, 2009 were in support of our event come
Where:{ G ® . & NI+ NR QW' apdenigy $g day it they
on the corner of Water and First families, friends, and neighbors.
Street in Fitchburg (enter from FirgDn behalf of the Twin Cities CDC,
Street). The Cleghorn Neighborhood
Center, The EIm Street area

Time:6:30 (should last about two
Neighborhood Association, and the

hours)
City of Fitchburg, we would like to
thank all of you who made our
Thank You event a success. Had it not been
_ for all of you being so supportive
Dear Justin,

with our event, it would not have
Peace and greetingstoyou! Thang SSy | & &4dz00Saa¥
you again for the wonderful make it even better next year!!!
receptive audience last Thursday. .

L x - . _ Thanks again A
gl & F NBIf o0f Sa&aSR aOl YLFANB de
God continue to bless you and yosincerely,

family and ministry. Sandy Cortes & The Safe & Fun
God Bless, Halloween Committee

Todd Goodwin
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(HURCHNEWS& NOTES

Thank You Inclimate Weather

Dear Church Family, In the event of inclimate weather,

Thank you for all your prayers, the@astor Justin and Andy Lipasti will
were answered. Also your visits, decide whether or not to cancel

phone calls and flowers. | am stiIIChurCh services. We will once

recuperating and doing well. Hopé‘galrl b.e usmg a call hist W't_h Ada
to see you soon. | miss you. Godfrmd AI’|II’.1€ callllng each fam!ly. The
information will also be available

Bless!

on the church voicemail (97843
Love, 3307).
Bertie

Regardless of whether church is
cancelled or not, if you feel local
weather and road conditions make

Confirmation Class .
it unsafe for you to come to

A reminder that confirmation worship that day, please stay
classes will begin Sunday, Januarg 2 Y S o 2§ 1y26 @:
10 from 2:0G 3:30 PM. church in spirit.

Pastor Justin Away

Pastor Justin, Ying, and Justin Jr. will be visiting Taipei, Taiwan from
Tuesday, January 12 until Tuesday, January 26. Should you need
pastoral assistance, please call Nancy Flinkstrom, chairperson of the
Diaconate, at 97886T H My ® {KSQff faz2 oS
with the pastor covering for Pastor Justin.

Pagel2 Good News from FUPec 2009 / Jan 2010



FAITHUNITEDPARISH

820 Main Street, Fitchburg, MA 014P0Telephone: 978433307
Parsonage Telephone: 9480-7795t1 Wdza (i A Yy Q38546094 f Y
Email: info@faithunitedparish.com Website: faithunitedparish.com

Office Hours: Tuesdayriday, call to insure Pastor Justin is available

Ministers: Everyone in the Congregation
Pastor: Justin Hildebrandt (pastor@faithunitedparish.com)

Music Director: Horacio Castro (hcastro@faithunitedparish.com)
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