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Good News from 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ 5Ŝǎƪ 

¢ƛƳŜ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŘƻŜǎ ǊǳǎƘ ōȅΦ  LΩƳ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ōƛ-monthly newsletter 
ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ Řŀȅ ƻŦ нллф ǊŜŀƭƛȊƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǊŜŀŘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ 
beginning of February.  By then Ying, Justin, and I will, God-willing, be 
safely back from our journey to Taiwan.  Our church will shortly begin 
Lent, whose 40 days seem to go by quicker than ever, for an Easter right 
at the beginning of April.  Time certainly does rush by. 

As we contemplate our lives of discipleship and service this Lenten 
ǎŜŀǎƻƴΣ Ƙƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ǿŜ άǎǘƻǇ ǘƻ ǎƳŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǊƻǎŜǎέΚ  Iƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ǿŜ ǎŀǾƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ 
God-ƎƛǾŜƴ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜōȅ ǎŜŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƛŦǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƻƻ ƻŦǘŜƴ 
pass by in our hurried pace of life?  Lent gives us another opportunity to 
ƳŀƪŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ όƧǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ LΩƳ 
thinking about the day that I write this).   

Here are a few ideas of ways we might be able to slow down the pace 
and focus on God this Lent: 

¶ Although fasting ƛǎƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƻƴŎŜ 
was, it can be a great way of connecting with God through 
contemplation.  Try the Wesleyan fast (essentially skipping 
breakfast and lunch one day).  Even if you, like me, 
ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΩŘ ōŜ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ Ƙƻǿ 
challenging it can be.  What a great opportunity to ponder 
how much we long for food...and how much more we long 
ŦƻǊ DƻŘΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƴƎŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ 
far too many in our world (and increasingly in our country 
ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘύ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ 
enough to eat three meals a day. 
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¶ That age-old habit of prayer is still a great way to focus on 

God but so many of us have difficulty regularly praying.  Too 
often we think prayer needs to be some sort of formal words 
ƻǊ ōŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ  DƻŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘΗ  DƻŘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ 
wants us to be honest and open in our prayer in our own 
words from the depths of hearts.  Why not try praying about 
the day to come in the morning and giving thanks for the day 
in the evening?  That way the focus on God through prayer 
will be like bookends on your day. 

¶ Christian service, especially with the poor, I believe can serve 
to help us focus on and connect with God.  In serving others 
we take the focus off ourselves.  Done in the right spirit, this 
service can then focus on others which in turns helps us to 
focus on God.  Why not commit to spending some time at 
ǘƘŜ aƻƴǘŀŎƘǳǎŜǘǘǎ LƴǘŜǊŦŀƛǘƘ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛǘȅ bŜǘǿƻǊƪΩǎ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊΚ  
Again a great way to connect with God and raise our own 
awareness of the social justice issues surrounding poverty 
and a lack of adequate housing. 

 

We will also have Lenten devotionals for use by families, teens, and 
adults.  Please take one and use it each of the days of Lent.  These are 
but a few ideas of how we might mark the time with God this Lent.  
There are so many others.  Whatever you do, I know it will be a blessing 
to you and the world around you. 

 

Lƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΣ  
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I sure hope the heading of this section got your attention.  While each 

annual meeting is important in its own way, this annual meeting is 

critically important!  As you hopefully know Faith United Parish 

is at a crossroads of sorts both financially and in terms of number of 

active people.  After June 2010, we will no longer be able to afford a full

-time pastor.  And with a decreased number of active members, keeping 

up with the ministry and building have proven challenging and at times 

near impossible.  That being said, we know one thing, you love your 

church.  Through thick and thin, you have given through your prayers, 

presence, offerings, and service.   

bƻǿ ǿŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǘŜŀƳΣ ŀǎƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ 

meeting.  It will be a time to reflect on what the church has meant to us 

and the city of Fitchburg.  It will be a time to share our prayerful 

thoughts and concerns.  It will be a time to envision a path forward. 

Our annual meetings are not simple business meetings but rather the 

ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ 

Spirit is strongly with us to discern where God is leading us in the 

coming year.  To prepare you are invited to a time of prayer, reflection, 

and contemplation on Saturday, February 6 from 10 AMτ2 PM.  

¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀǎƪ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƛŘ ƛƴ ŀ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

 

IMPORTANT! 

Annual Meeting  

February 7, 2010 
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PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES 

Parish Council Meeting Minutes 

January 20, 2010 

Carolyn Candiello, Zeke Finch, Carl Flinkstrom, Nancy Flinkstrom, 
Sharon Kask, Andy Lipasti, Christine Meleo, Jean Shapland, Paul Strong, 
and Associate Conference Minister (United Church of Christ) Rev. Peter 
Wells were in attendance. 

Andy Lipasti called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. and Rev. 
Wells offered prayer to begin the meeting. 

Zeke Finch made a motion to approve the minutes of the 
November 18th meeting; Nancy Flinkstrom seconded it and the motion 
was approved to accept the minutes. No correspondence was reported 
as having been received since the last Council meeting. 

 Collector Sharon Kask reported that for the year 2009, $85,135 
had been received.  For 2010, we have gained five new pledges, lost 
four, and have six outstanding, for a total pledged amount of $72,192.  
Treasurer Paul Strong noted that this pledge amount is the lowest in 
fifteen years, with the average pledge amount also decreased.  There 
was discussion regarding the deficit budget and it was suggested that 
the simplest way to make up a majority of the deficit might be to not 
hire an administrative assistant, as was planned in the proposed 2010 
budget.  As the hiring would not take place until later in 2010, it was 
suggested that a decision on how to cut spending to make up for the 
deficit be deferred.  Carolyn Candiello made a motion to accept the 
budget as presented; Zeke Finch seconded the motion, and the motion 
was passed. 

Andy Lipasti asked if there was any new business to report, and 
Carl Flinkstrom indicated that the new boiler is working.  Carolyn 
Candiello reported that the Staff Parish Relations Committee met and is 
recommending we hold a prayer vigil on Saturday, February 6th in 
preparation for the Annual Meeting.  Discussion ensued and it was 
decided the Parish Council members would take turns from 10:00 a.m. 
to 2:00 p.m. keeping the chapel open for anyone who would like to 
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PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES 

come to pray and meditate about the upcoming church meeting and the 
future of our church. 

 
Discussion turned to the future for the church, and Rev. Wells 

commented that there seemed to be a positive energy among the 
/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΦ  IŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƛƴ ǿƘŀǘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǿŜ ǎŜŜ ǎƛƎƴǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ŀƴŘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΩǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ aƻƴǘŀŎƘǳǎŜǘǘ LƴǘŜǊŦŀƛǘƘ 
Hospitality Network, the Family Fun for Everyone First Thursday event 
programs, a small but dedicated choir and a talented Music Director, 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ Lƴ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ  wŜǾΦ ²Ŝƭƭǎ ƴƻǘŜŘ CŀƛǘƘ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘΩǎ 
mission statement that appeared on the back of the Council meeting 
agenda and indicated that everything we do as a church should be 
aimed at that vision.  He encouraged us to take a look at our 
organizational structure and programs/tasks to see if any streamlining 
could be accomplished.  It was suggested that we also should explore 
possibilities regarding: a cooperative ministry with Rollstone 
Congregational Church (i.e. sharing a full-time pastor where one pastor 
would serve each church part-time); options for our building; and 
resources available to us (i.e. through our denominational conferences).  
It was noted that Andy Lipasti and Zeke Finch met with representatives 
of Rollstone Congregational Church on December 26th, and have 
another meeting scheduled for January 29th to discuss the possibility of 
sharing a pastor.  Rev. Wells indicated that there are interim pastors 
who could work with us to explore these possibilities and discern the 
future direction of our church. 

Carolyn Candiello closed with a prayer, and the meeting 
adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Christine Meleo, Secretary pro-tem 
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²ƘŀǘΩǎ bŜŜŘŜŘΚ 

1. Youth who are responsible for 
their confirmation. This is your 
ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΦ {ƻ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ 
you are responsible in making sure 
you know all the details. 

2. Adult mentors for each young 
person to be confirmed.  Let 
Pastor Justin know if you can serve 
the church in this way. 

3. Parents to give the guiding 
support of their journey. This is  
their journey but ask them how 
things are going.  Share some of 
your own faith and experience. 

4. Everyone in the church should 
be praying for our young people as 
they journey toward confirmation. 
At their baptism we all promise as 
a congregation to teach them our 
faith. This is the culmination of that 
promise. 

Schedule 

2/14 ς Jesus Christ ς Our Savior & 

Lord 

2/21 ς The Gift of the Spirit 

3/7 ς Worship & Word 

3/21 ς The Body of Christ in Action 

4/11 ς Our United Methodist 

Heritage / United Methodists 

Believe 

4/18 ς Our United Church of Christ 

IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ κ ¦//Ωǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ 

5/2 ς Claim the Name 

5/16 ς Prepare for Confirmation 

5/23 ς Confirmation (Pentecost) 

 

CHURCH NEWS & NOTES 

Confirmation 2010 

Pastor Justin will be leading eight classes as our youth prepare to be-
come full members of the church and profess their faith openly com-
pleting what was started in their baptism.  Classes will be held from 
2:00τ3:30 on Sunday afternoons and will each focus on a different as-
pect of our Christian faith from theology to history to life application. 
hƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǿŜΩƭƭ Ƨƻƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜǘǊŜŀǘ 
at Camp Aldersgate in Rhode Island. All of this  is in preparation for con-
firmation Sunday on Pentecost, May 23, 2010. This promises to be a 
great experience as our young people begin to take their place as full 
members of our church. 
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CHURCH NEWS & NOTES 

Annual Meeting τ February 7th 

The Faith United Parish Annual Meeting, Calvinistic 

Congregational Church Annual Meeting and First United 

Methodist Church of Fitchburg Charge Conference will take 

place after worship on Sunday, February 7th.  All members 

are expected to attend both denominational and parish 

meetings.  Friends of FUP are invited to attend as well.  (See 

more detail on Page 3.) 

Ash Wednesday 

Faith United Parish will host an 

Ash Wednesday service to begin 

our Lenten season on 

Wednesday, February 17th at 7:00 

PM in the Parish Hall.  Everyone is 

invited to this special service to 

begin a time of self-reflection and 

church-reflection with the 

imposition of ashes available. 


