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beginning of February. By then Ying, Justin, and | wilkv@bdg, be
safely back from our journey to Taiwan. Our church will shortly begin

Lent, whose 40 days seem to go by quicker than ever, for an Easter rig
at the beginning of April. Time certainly does rush by.

As we contemplate our lives of discipleship and service this Lenten
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pass by in our hurried pace of life? Lent gives us another opportunity t
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thinking about the day that | write this).

Here are a few ideas of ways we might be able to slow down the pace
and focus on God this Lent:

f AlthoughfastingA &y Qd I dzA 6 S F & LJ2 LJdz
was, it can be a great way of connecting with God through
contemplation. Try the Wesleyan fast (essentially skipping
breakfast and lunch one day). Even if you, like me,

200l araz2ylrftte R2 O0KIFG gAGK2d:
challenging it can be. What a great opportunity to ponder
how much we long for food...and how much more we long
T2NJ D2R® LiQa taz2z | 3INBIG
far too many in our world (and increasingly in our country
YR S@Sy ySAIKo2NK22RU SELIS
enough to eat three meals a day.
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1 That ageold habit ofprayeris still a great way to focus on
God but so many of us have difficulty regularly praying. Too
often we think prayer needs to be some sort of formal words
2NJ 6S 2dzad NARAIKGO D2R R2Sa
wants us to be honest and open in our prayer in our own
words from the depths of hearts. Why not try praying about
the day to come in the morning and giving thanks for the day
in the evening? That way the focus on God through prayer
will be like bookends on your day.

1 Christian serviceespecially with the poor, | believe can serve
to help us focus on and connect with God. In serving others
we take the focus off ourselves. Done in the right spirit, this
service can then focus on others which in turns helps us to
focus on God. Why not commit to spending some time at
0KS a2y il OKdzZaSGida LYGSNFI A
Again a great way to connect with God and raise our own
awareness of the social justice issues surrounding poverty
and a lack of adequate housing.

We will also have Lenten devotionals for use by families, teens, and
adults. Please take one and use it each of the days of Lent. These are
but a few ideas of how we might mark the time with God this Lent.
There are so many others. Whatever you do, | know it will be a blessin
to you and the world around you.

Ly / KNRaAalQa aAyAraidNrR:s

=

Page2 Good News from FUP  Feb / Mar 2010



IMPORTANT!

Annual Meeting
February 7, 2010

| sure hope the heading of this section got your attention. While ea
annual meeting is important in its own way, this annual meeting is

critically important! As you hopefully know Faith United Parigh

is at a crossroads of sorts both financially and in terms of number of

active people. After June 2010, we will no longer be able to afford & fu

-time pastor. And with a decreased number of active members, ke¢
up with the ministry and building have proven challenging and at tim
near impossible. That being said, we know one thyog, love your

church Through thick and thin, you have given through your prayers,

presence, offerings, and service.
b2g ¢Sz GKS tSIFIRSNEKALI G4SIYZ |
meeting. It will be a time to reflect on what the church has meant to

and the city of Fitchburg. It will be a time to share our prayerful
thoughts and concerns. It will be a time to envision a path forward.
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Our annual meetings are not simple business meetings but rather the

O2YAy3 (23SGKSNI 2F D2RQa L)S2 L
Spirit is strongly with us to discern where God is leading us in the
coming year. To prepare you are invited tbrae of prayer, reflection,
and contemplation on Saturday, February 6 from 10 AN PM.
¢23SGKSNI 6S gAff a1l D2RQa LINB
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PARISHOOUNCIIMINUTES

Parish Council Meeting Minutes
January 20, 2010

Carolyn Candiello, Zeke Finch, Carl Flinkstrom, Nancy Flinkstrol
Sharon Kask, Andy Lipasti, Christine Meleo, Jean Shapland, Paul Strol
and Associate Conference Minister (United Church of Christ) Rev. Pete
Wells were in attendance.

Andy Lipasti called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. and Rev.
Wells offered prayer to begin the meeting.

Zeke Finch made a motion to approve the minutes of the
November 18 meeting; Nancy Flinkstrom seconded it and the motion
was approved to accept the minutes. No correspondence was reportec
as having been received since the last Council meeting.

Collector Sharon Kask reported that for the year 2009, $85,135
had been received. For 2010, we have gained five new pledges, lost
four, and have six outstanding, for a total pledged amount of $72,192.
Treasurer Paul Strong noted that this pledge amount is the lowest in
fifteen years, with the average pledge amount also decreased. There
was discussion regarding the deficit budget and it was suggested that
the simplest way to make up a majority of the deficit might be to not
hire an administrative assistant, as was planned in the proposed 2010
budget. As the hiring would not take place until later in 2010, it was
suggested that a decision on how to cut spending to make up for the
deficit be deferred. Carolyn Candiello made a motion to accept the
budget as presented; Zeke Finch seconded the motion, and the motion
was passed.

Andy Lipasti asked if there was any new business to report, and
Carl Flinkstrom indicated that the new boiler is working. Carolyn
Candiello reported that the Staff Parish Relations Committee met and i
recommending we hold a prayer vigil on Saturday, Febru&in 6
preparation for the Annual Meeting. Discussion ensued and it was
decided the Parish Council members would take turns from 10:00 a.m.
to 2:00 p.m. keeping the chapel open for anyone who would like to
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PARISHOOUNCIIMINUTES

come to pray and meditate about the upcoming church meeting and th:
future of our church.

Discussion turned to the future for the church, and Rev. Wells
commented that there seemed to be a positive energy among the
/| 2dzy OAf @ IS FalSR Ay 6KI G F NBI :
YSYOSNE y2GSR (KS LI NANaKQa Ay g2
Hospitality Network, the Family Fun for Everyone First Thursday event
programs, a small but dedicated choir and a talented Music Director,
FYR GKS ¢23SGKSNILY aAyAadNE 3INI
mission statement that appeared on the back of the Council meeting
agenda and indicated that everything we do as a church should be
aimed at that vision. He encouraged us to take a look at our
organizational structure and programs/tasks to see if any streamlining
could be accomplished. It was suggested that we also should explore
possibilities regarding: a cooperative ministry with Rollstone
Congregational Church (i.e. sharing afiatle pastor where one pastor
would serve each church patitne); options for our building; and
resources available to us (i.e. through our denominational conferences
It was noted that Andy Lipasti and Zeke Finch met with representatives
of Rollstone Congregational Church on Decembé, 26d have
another meeting scheduled for January™® discuss the possibility of
sharing a pastor. Rev. Wells indicated that there are interim pastors
who could work with us to explore these possibilities and discern the
future direction of our church.

Carolyn Candiello closed with a prayer, and the meeting
adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Christine Meleo, Secretary ptem
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(HURCHNEWS& NOTES

Confirmation 2010

Pastor Justin will be leading eight classes as our youth prepare to be-
come full members of the church and profess their faith openly com-
pleting what was started in their baptism. Classes will be held from
2:00r 3:30 on Sunday afternoons and will each focus on a different as-
pect of our Christian faith from theology to history to life application.
hyOS 3lLAYy 6SQff 22AYy SAGK 20KSI
at Camp Aldersgate in Rhode Island. All of this is in preparation for col
firmation Sunday on Pentecost, May 23, 2010. This promises to be a
great experience as our young people begin to take their place as full
members of our church.

A A Y A
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1. Youth who are responsible for 2/14 ¢ Jesus Chrisg Our Savior &
their confirmation. This is your

O2Yy FANXI GA2yd {2 6SQftt SELISOG i
you are responsible in making sur@/21 ¢ The Gift of the Spirit

you know all the details. )
3/7 ¢ Worship & Word
2. Adult mentors for each young

person to be confirmed.Let 3/21 ¢ The Body of Christ in Action
Pastor Justin know if you can serve _ .
the church in this way. 4/11 ¢ Our United Methodist

3. Parents to give the guiding Heritage / United Methodists

support of their journey.Thisis  Believe

th?'r journey .bUt ask them how 4/18 ¢ Our United Church of Christ
things are going. Share some of . - . 5
your own faith and experience. | SNR U 3IS « |/ / Qa

4. Everyone in the church should 5/2 ¢ Claim the Name

be praying for our young people as _ .
they journey toward confirmation. ©/16 ¢ Prepare for Confirmation
At their baptism we all promise as
a congregation to teach them our
faith. This is the culmination of that
promise.

5/23 ¢ Confirmation (Pentecost)
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(HURCHNEWS& NOTES

Ash Wednesday

Faith United Parish will host an
Ash Wednesday service to begin
our Lenten season on
Wednesday, February {at 7:00
PM in the Parish Hall. Everyone is
invited to this special service to
begin a time of selfeflection and
churchreflection with the
imposition of ashes available.

Annual Meetingt February 7’

The Faith United Parish Annual Meeting, Calvinistic
Congregational Church Annual Meeting and First United
Methodist Church of Fitchburg Charge Conference will take
place after worship on Sunday, Februafy 2All members
are expected to attendboth denominational and parish
meetings. Friends of FUP are invited to attend as well. (Se:
more detail on Page 3.)

Page7 Good News from FUP  Feb / Mar 2010



