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combined with a health dose of the Holy Spirit have caused great thing
to happen. Times perhaps when the total is far greater than the sum o
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moving to me.
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Montachusetts Interfaith Hospitality Network by volunteering to staff
the shelter on evenings and weekends and cooking dinner each night f
a week. It hasn't always been easy. There have been times when no
one was around at the shelter except the volunteer giving up their
{IddzNRIFe& 2NJ GAYSa ¢gKSYy GKS F22R
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these difficult aspects to make this a vital ministry of transformation in
our church community. The lives of the guests and our own lives have
been touched in meaningful, Ifehanging ways. Thanks to your
faithfulness as volunteers (led skillfully and sacrificially by Sharon Kask
MIHN has been a wonderful ministry success.
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Parish for almost a year ngwur First Thursday program Cl YA f &
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combined with free pizza and drinks for everyone who comes. This toc
has been a transformational ministry. Our guests see the church in a
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Thanks to your faithfulness as volunteers (especially the core crew
gK2Qa UKSNEB, ousBr& Mdirsady2nyisti has also been a
wonderful success.

In March those two great ministries came together in ways | could only
describe as a Gamhicidence. A wonderful family that we met in

,]arli)(ﬁ: r at First Thursday started coming to church regularly. The
wondefitl twoyear old boy livened up worship never being afraid of
being in front of a crowd. We soon found out his mom was expecting
another child Over the course of the ensuing montiisS Q@S 3 NP
love this little family and treat them as our own. So it was with sadness
that | received the call a few weeks ago asking about the MIHN shelter
[ ATS KIFILIWISya yR a2YSiAY Sametnkesiz |
when you least expect it you have no where to go. Thank God for theit
connection to our church and our connection to MIHN. They had a
place to live where they could be safe, wieltl, and loved. For me the
whole experience is a GadcidenceD2 RQa 3ANI OS 42 NJ
through our community to help those in need.

The second Gethcidence is coming on Saturday, April 24th as we join
together with Outreach to Teach at Fitchburg State College as they do
'y aSEGNBYS YI 1S23SNE Aferfeading thed & 2
Sentinel & Enterprise article about their endeavor, | was amazed to als
discover that weekend is the global United Methodist push to get
congregations outside their buildings to engage in ministry in their
communities. The initiative is aptly named Change the World. So Faitl
United Parish will be taking steps to change the world as we witness to
/| KNAaGQa f20S yR aSNDAGS U/KNR JE
imagine what potential Gothcidences might come from this
faithfulness?
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PARISHOOUNCIIMINUTES

Parish Council Meeting Minutes March 17, 2010

Carolyn Candiello, Zeke Finch, Carl Flinkstrom, Nancy Flinkstro
Pastor Justin Hildebrandt, Sharon Kask, Andy Lipasti, Bob McDermott,
Christine Meleo, Jill Palmer, Jean Shapland, Paul Strong, and Associal
Conference Minister (United Church of Christ) Rev. Peter Wells were ir
attendance.

Andy Lipasti called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. and Pastor
Justin offered prayer to begin the meeting.

Zeke Finch made a motion to approve the minutes of the Janual
20" meeting; Andy Lipasti requested that the minutes be amended to
Ay Of dzRS Y Sy.WelRB yoted vielshibuldihews Parish meetings
more often, perhaps quarterly. And we should have a sign/poster in
Parish Hall promoting FUP and thanking people for using our buding
The motion was seconded and approved, accepting the minutes as
amended.

Pastor Justin reported having been contacted by a film student
at Fitchburg State College regarding the possibility of him shooting
F220F3S Ay 2dzNJ 6 dzA f R AT idCodngilécibed F
to authorize Pastor Justin to coordinate a date/time for the student to
utilize the building for this purpose.

Andy Lipasti noted that Rollstone Congregational Church voted
at their annual meeting to discontinue talks with FUP representatives
regarding the possibility of sharing a ftithe pastor beginning July
2010. Carolyn Candiello thanked Andy Lipasti and Zeke Finch for havi
pursued and participated in the talks and suggested we now need to
focus on moving forward into the future.

Pastor Justin reminded the Parish Council that according to
United Methodist polity the bishop fixes appointments with input from
churches and pastors. This means that though the annual meeting
voted to change to a hatfime minister, the bishop could still leave
Pastor Justin appointed here. Christine Meleo asked if atiinadf
position at FUP would be possible for Pastor Justin, given his status in
the ordainment process. Pastor Justin indicated that due to the numbe
of clergy in the conference and the number of churches going to a part
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PARISHOOUNCIIMINUTES

time pastor, it might be a reality. We may not know until rdiche or so
where Pastor Justin will be appointed for 262011. Discussion turned
to the pastoral search process and options we have if Pastor Justin is
moved to a different church as of July 2010. Rev. Wells posed the
guestion as to what the next steps are given where we are. He spoke
the tendency to automatically think of obtaining an interim pastor, but
he indicated there are other options. The traditional method of UCC
pastoral search process is to obtain pulpit supply and simultaneously
form an interim search committee that will put together a job
description to include the skills/gifts needed in the sought after pastor.
The other option would be to select an interim minister on a contractua
basis to be renewed on an annual basis. This interim could assist witf
growth and development and help prepare the church for a permanent
selection. Regardless of which option we choose we will need to do
some work around detailing where we have been as a church, where w
are now, and what we hope to accomplish in the next three to five
years. Rev. Wells agreed to send some materials regarding the searcl
process to us via SPRC Chairperson, Carolyn Candiello. Rev. Wells
advised that if we decide to go with an interim pastor that we follow
what our bylaws outline, but put a committee of seven to nine people
together to come up with the job description. Rev. Wells would then
show that around to potential interims, the committee would then
receive resumes of interested candidates, do interviews, and see the
candidate(s) preach in a neutral pulpit. Once hired, the interim would
work with FUP and Rev. Wells to put together a church profile and
search for a settled patime pastor.

It was noted that worship services will resume in the sanctuary
as of Palm Sunday, March 28, 2010. Discussion ensued regarding
whether to share/rotate worship services with the other Together In
Ministry churches during the months of July and August this year and
the merits of staying open during the summer months. It was decided
to table the decision until the Parish Council meets again on Aptjlia1
hopes that we will have a better sense at that time as to what path we
will take regarding the pastoral appointment.
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PARISHOOUNCIIMINUTES

It was noted that the next Together In Ministry meeting is
scheduled for April 2¥ at First Baptist Church. In addition, Sharon Kas}
reported that our next upcoming weeks of coverage at the
Montachusett Interfaith Hospitality Network are the weeks of May' 16
and July 25. Jean Shapland noted that Sharon Kask had provided
coverage for a number of slots this past week at MIHN. The Council
thanked her for her service and it was suggested for the upcoming
weeks of our responsibility thatemail and phone call reminders be
utilized to solicit volunteers in addition to the posted sigm sheets.

Pastor Justin showed a video of Mike Slaughter, lead pastor at
Ginghamsburg United Methodist Church in Tipp City Ohio, speaking
lo2dzi GKS &/ KFy3aS GKS 2 2408"RA&s SO
part of this effort, the Council decided FUP will participate on Saturday,
April 24" with the local Outreach to Teach initiative to do an extreme
makeover of the Lonsjo Middle School. Projects for theldayg event
are expected to include painting, repairs, and landscaping work.
Parishioners will be encouraged to participate in this program, as we
join with other United Methodists around the world in coming together
to work in our local communities.

The Council reviewed action items resulting from motions made
during the February Annual Meeting. The first item concerned the
reorganization of Parish committees. The Council reviewed a
Committee/Team Organization Proposal that Pastor Justin drafted. Th
Council agreed in concept with the outline of the proposal which
reconfigures the existing committees into three teams with the Parish
Council to coordinate between them. The three teams would be: the
Program Ministries Team focused on the mission and ministry of the
church; the Staff Parish Relations Team focused on the paid staff of the
church; and the Administrative Ministries Team focused on the
administration of the church. The Council decided to review this
proposal in further detail next month. The next item the Council
discussed concerned the review/update of the Parish Covenant. Pastc
Justin indicated that much of the language in the document is outdated
and does not reflect our current ministries. Andy Lipasti asked for
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PARISHOOUNCIIMINUTES

@2t dzyGSSNBR G2 62N 2y dzLRIFGAYy 3T |
include changes adopted in the aforementioned reorganization
proposal. Carolyn Candiello volunteered to assist Andy with the review
The next item the Council discussed was the office organization
proposal that Pastor Justin prepared. Zeke Finch commended Pastor
Justin on a very thoroughly detailed plan but voiced his concern over
office tasks being taken on by various volunteers and instead suggeste
that we hire someone outside of the church to fill the office
administrator position. Discussion ensued regarding the availability of
monies (and lack thereof) to fund this. Christine Meleo pointed out that
though an earlier draft budget ovdaudgeted the number of hours
needed to complete the weekly administrative tasks, the 2010 budget i:
already running in a deficit and suggested we should pursue the
proposal to accomplish office tasks through volunteers. Carolyn
Candiello made a motion that the Council accept the proposal, seek
volunteers, and investigate other funding options. The motion was
seconded and approved.

tFAG2N WdzadAy LINRPLIRASR GKIF G |
service to Verizon FIOS; the motion was seconded and approved.

The Council thanked Bob McDermott for his donation of a used
photocopier machine for the church office.

There was discussion regarding the First Thursday program for
the month of April, as the first Thursday of the month also happens to
be Maundy Thursday. It was decided that as we have done for past
Maundy Thursdays, we would provide a meal of soup and bread, rathe
than pizza as we have done for other First Thursdays. The public will t
invited to join us for the Maundy Thursday celebration to include
communion. Nancy Flinkstrom suggested that if volunteers would
O2y AydzS KStLAY3I Ay GKS OIF LI OA G,
Thursdays, that seems to be working well.

A motion was made to adjourn; the meeting adjourned at 9:15
p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Christine Meleo, Secretary ptem
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(HURCHNEWS& NOTES

Confirmation 2010 MIHN Weeks

Our confirmation group is going Our next weeks at the

very well thanks to support from Montachusetts Interfaith

the mentors, the parents, and of Hospitality Network shelter will
O2dzNBES (KS 02y T heilv$SusdRyQOMay P6ih ¥ind
responsibility. Our retreat at Camunday, July 25th. You are invited
Aldersgate was a great experiencéo sign up to spend time at the

for everyone involved. Please  shelter or cook a meal for dinner.
continue to pray for our group andSign up sheets will be available in
plan on celebrating with them on Parish Hall. For questions, please
Pentecost (May 23) as they are talk to our coordinator Sharon
confirmed. Kask.

First Thursdays

Upcoming Schedule Our Family Fun for Everyone

il lebration of
411 ¢ Our United Church of Christ) 22 o W be a celebration o

: . e A - ndy Thursday for April (April
Heritage/; / / Qa (ménford) S{ .%)ur May and June programs

4/18 ¢ Our United Methodist will be announced at a later time.

Heritage / United Methodists v egin at 6:00 PM with free
Believe (parents) pizza, beverages, and dessert. The
5/2 ¢ Claim the Name (mentors) program begins at 6:30 PM. All are
invited so why not invite that child

5/16 ¢ Prepare for Confirmation
down the street?

(parents & mentors)
Do you have ideas for programs?
Let Jill Palmer or Pastor Justin
know.

5/23 ¢ Confirmation (Pentecost)
(parents and mentors)
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(HURCHNEWS& NOTES

Summer Camp Time Already?

Christian summer camps can be aUMC) have rich traditions of
life-changing opportunity for our camping ministry. As we receive
young people (as well as the adultsrochures from the

who either attend camp or denominationallyaffiliated camps,
volunteer at them). So many gSQftt 0SS LI I OAy3
adults really found out what beingthe front entrance. Watch the

a Christian was all about in the  newsletter as well for more
aSiaAy3a 2F | & dzvifgr@atibnOn thelvdhriduy D2 R
Creation. Unfortunately, summer programs.
camps can be expensive to run in a

guality fashion. With financial
strain already being placed on
families, it may be difficult for
some children to attend camp thisRolling Ridge Retreat and

year. Conference Cente60 Great Pond
5d., North Andover, MA 01845,
Phone: (978) 683815,
www.rollingridge.org

Our Camps

Affiliated with the United
Methodist Church

Recognizing the importance of thi
vital ministry, the Diaconate has
made available funds to help
defray the cost of camping for Camp MechuwanaP.O. Box 277,
families who otherwise would not Winthrop, ME 043649277, Phone:
be able to afford it. If you need (207) 3772924,

some help sending your child to awww.mechuana.org

Christian summer camp this
summer, please speak with Pasto
Justin. We want every child to

Wanakee United Methodist
‘Center: 75 Upper New Hampton
_ Road

have an opportunity to go! Meredith, NH 0325®516, Phone:
Our two denominations (UCC and603-279-7950, www.wanakee.org
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(HURCHNEWS& NOTES

Our Camps (continued)

Affiliated with the United Church of Pilgrim Lodge:103 Pilgrim Lodge
Christ Road, West Gardiner, ME 04345

Covenant Hills Christian Camp: 3687, (207) 724200,

246 Covenant Hills Rd, www.pilgrimlodge.org

Cabot, VT 05649820, Silver Lake:223 Low Road,

Phone: (802) 428340, Sharon, CT 06062079
www.covenanthillsvt.com (860) 3645526, silverlake.ctucc.org

Geneva Point Centerl08 Geneva Star Island: 30 Middle Street,
Point Road, Moultonborough, NH Portsmouth, NH 03801, Phone:
03254, Phone: (603)258366, (603) 4306272 ,
www.genevapoint.org www.starisland.org

Horton Center:PO Box J, Gorham,
NH 03581, Phone: (603) 28547,
www.hortoncenter.org

Baptism

On SundayApril25,6 SQf f 6S OSt SoNI GAYy3a (K
NatalieJaneMeleo , daughter or Nate and Christine Meleo, during the
worship service. Come join as the church family as we welcome our
ySsSald araiSNI.Ayild2 [/ KNAAGQA OKdz
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April Birthdays

5 Jawaid Calvin Bhatty
6 Sheridan Cormier

6 Jean Shapland

6 Warren Potts

10 Christine Meleo

10 Melissa Palmer

10 Zeke Finch

12 Christopher Barnard
12 Ying Chen

May Birthdays

Nancy Flinkstrom
Steven Cormier

Amy Giambrocco
Shannon Cormier

O P WN

12
13
19
19
19
21
22
27
27
27

12
12
22
23
24
29

Constance Stokes
Spohia Palmer
Arthur Nurmi

Ruth Stacy
Margaret Waite
Jesse Lupo

Jill Palmer

Albert Gallien
Louise Sheppard
Ethan Taylor

Vincent Locher
Tyler Stokes
Barbara Lyon
Althea Sumner
Albert Gibb
Joshua Irfan

FAITHUNITEDPARISH

820 Main Street, Fitchburg, MA 01420Telephone: 97843-3307
Parsonage Telephone: 9280-7795t1 Wdza (i A:y78138546094 f

Email: info@faithunitedparish.com Website: faithunitedparish.com

Office Hours: TuesdayFriday, call to ensure Pastor Justin is available

Ministers: Everyone in the Congregation

Pastor: Justin Hildebrandt (pastor@faithunitedparish.com)

Music Director: Horacio Castro (hcastro@faithunitedparish.com)
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