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These last several months have been difficult for me to say the least as
waited and wondered where the bishop would appoint me next. Of
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church as well. But finally | can say with certainty that | will be moving
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about three things: the journey with my new church, celebrate what
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for the future.
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your typical appointment. College Ave is a church much like our own
with a past full of history especially reaching out to the community and
social witness. But like us, it has a huge, beautiful building (5 stories) i
need of repair with an aging and dwindling membership. Over the pasit
two years the church has been discerning where God is leading them i
ministry. This has led to the bold decision to sell their property to
another church at the end of June and begin anew in Somerville. Thei
hope is to become a mulgthnic church where all generations are
present building a church that makes real one of the United Methodist
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leading their revisioning and relaunching of their ministry in one of our
greatest urban ministry opportunities in decades. Their journey will not
be an easy one so | ask your prayers for your brothers and sisters in
Somerville as well as myself.

{2 6KSNBE R2 L 060S3aAy (2 OSf SOoNI G
come as no surprise to you that what I celebrate (and will miss) most is
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our outreach to the poor and marginalized in our local area. | have bee
so proud of our church as we lead the Together In Ministry churches at
the Montachusetts Interfaith Hospitality Network transforming not only
the lives of the guests but our own lives as well. Next on my list is our
ministry on First Thursdays as we reach out with free pizza,
refreshments, and entertainment to our community. Seeing the smiles
1anmesekes of the young people has been worth every dollar and hour
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reaches far beyond that evening of fun. | believe we are planting seed:
in the hearts and minds of the children and their parents. Seeds that
one day, whether by prevenient grace working through spiritual
curiosity or personal need, will lead these folks back to Christ and the
church. And my final major celebration is the youth mission trip to the
Appalachia Service Project. Not only did we touch the lives of some
wonderful people, learn a lot about ourselves and what it means to
follow Jesus Christ but we also fulfilled a dream of mine. When | first
went to ASP in 1991, | secretly dreamt of someday leading a youth
group as an adult back to ASP. | finally was able to do it with you!

There are so many other things | could celebrate, times and moments
that will live in my heart forever. The times have been both good and
challenging but through every moment, | have been so happy to have
been on this journey with you!

My advice for the future is simple: keep focused on Christ Jesus as yol
grow in personal holiness and reach out the world in social holiness.
Programs, ministries, and even people will come and go, but Jesus will
always be here through the Holy Spirit to guard and to guide if you will
pause to listen. Be prepared to follow Jesus when he takes you beyon
the walls of the church into the community.

| look forward to hearing about your continued ministry journey in the
coming years. Know that you have a special place in my heart and will
always be in my prayers.

Together In Ministry,
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